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HISTORY BEGINS EVERY MORNING
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LABELS

KARACHI -LAHORE -ISLAMABAD

AYESHA KHURRAM
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LABELS

KARACHI -LAHORE -ISLAMABAD

Anoushey wears
JALEBI




SANIA MASKATIYA
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LABELS

KARACHI -LAHORE *ISLAMABAD

Anoushey wears
SADAF MALATERRE




LALIQUE

Rendez-vous d Interiaur 42-%X (Comm.) Phase-1ll, DHA, Lahore
Welcome To The Extracridnary tel: +80 42 (3) 560 3550

Furniture & Interior Architecture cell: 92 300 8421218




COLLECTION 2011

AVAILABLE AT REGENCY PLAZA
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MIiNI MARKET, GULB

'_i Mausummery Lawn

0300 9411794

042 35751411



Choealate delicacies & diaimonds
are cllervesoent amd winmimg.

I dhavs of gravitas, has there ever been

a mare urgent necd for a duo thar delighi=?
Lals Chorolmes and Sherezad’s Jewellery
provide icing for the senscs, with chocolne
than slips veasiogly down the palate and
Jewellery that Mires with the eye.

Motography by Noor us Sabah Gailani
Jewellery by Sheresd
Chocolanes & macarons by Lals Choeolaes
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Available at leading department stores nationwide. www.iloveluscious.com
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MEHVISH
KHAN

BRIDAL
FORMAL
PRET
SIGNATURE

By Appointment Only

+92 321 844 1254

facebook.com/MehvishKhan Couture

AVAILABLE AT

LAHORE
PFDC & 10 Q

KARACHI
LABELS

ISLAMABAD
MELANGE

UK
JE ROCHE

PMW&WW-MJ-‘




-

fuln......l.!l-r.-.fl....- .-.._._ lri-i.- .I.n....-.-

&
L gt

.. .;..,Tm_:.mmh.r_;

F it rid = r..lnﬂ.ﬁ.

g [

Yow amf

o i
LAl I -:-.. ..__.r -.__
..u... B .-....-!..H...l...

\ 3 ; - L ._._1__.-.__..__n. .m.i...




orel e couture  accessories

By appointment only
+92-21 35876983-35876984 +92-300 8230147
shehlac@mobilink.blackberry.com, shehlac@hotmail.com
join the group "Shehla” on Facebook

Also Available at:
Labels - Karachi & Lahore, Melange - Islamabad,
OGAAN - New Delhi, India, Glitterati - Houston, USA

Prictography Athes Shehrad, Prctirce Courtesy Fache Lileshie

Jain our PAGE on .F
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Jewellery by Gold

+592 300 442 66 30 +92 35750007 elan.designhouze@gmail com
Pret Available at FFDC, Mall of Lahore, Melange lslamabod, Labels Karachi, Studic B Dubai

HAIR, MARELUR, PHOTOGRAFHY & STYLING: 360 DEGREES (GUDDU & SHANI)
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PAKISTAN OUTLETS

FLAG SHIP STORE Bahadurabad, Karachi Gulberg, Lahore

Zamzama, Karachi 9-C, Zam Zama, | Adam Arcade, Bahadurabad Shop # 1, Al-Hafeez Tower,
Commercial Lane # 3, Intersection of Tariq Road & Opp. Pizza Hut M.M. Alam Road,
Near Pie in the Sky. Shaheed-e-Millat Road. Gulberg Il

Telephone: +92 21-35810792 Telephone: Telephone: +92 42-35785440

+92 21-34145371 - 72

Defence, Lahore Islamabad

161 Y Commercial Area, Faisalabad Shop # 15, Ground Floor,

Phase Ill, DHA. Doburj Shopping Mall, Block 12-E, Markaz F-7,

Tel Jaranwala Road. Jinnah Super Market.

A:.W‘t“‘ 63 Telephone: +92 41-38502026 Telephone: +92 51-2651062-63-64

-

INTERNA - - PO

._1-

,N“York USA - Jiya Designs Maryland USA - A la Mode Studio
ct: +1 718-909-6780 Contact: +301-476-7777
Email: alamodestudios@gmail.com

3 USA - Vision Light Michigan USA - EGO North

act: +1 678 983 1373 America, Inc.

: Visionlight23@yahoo.com Contact: +1 586-909-5527

. Email: ego.northamerica@gmail.com
._ AY - Sheikh's Fashion

- Manchester UK - Imani

Contact: +44 0161 834 3367

Email: Imani@imanistudio.com

Calgary CANADA - La Regalia
Contact: +1 587 707 0451
Email: laregalia.ca@gmail.com

Riyadh SAUDI ARABIA -
Voguish Couture
Contact: +966-561-594-775

~ Email: info@voguishcouture.com

THREADS & MOTIFS
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FARM FRESH MILK
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“The way nature intended it...”




Grass o Glass

At JK Dairies, state of the art machinery produces high
quality milk from well-fed Australian cows

After the milk is pasteurized and homogenized, it is sealed
in food grade pouches

Milk is then loaded directly onto refrigerated trucks and
delivered to your doorstep

Mostmilk companies donot™

use refrigerated trucks, instead

they add ice and other harsh
chemicals such aschlonne to
keep the milk fresh
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With our free delivery service, you
ean easily have a taste of Espresso

in your home or office.

All you have to do is pick up the

Fli'IDI!'.IE and answer thE‘ Cl.l'.‘lD]'.

Espresso Home Delivery
in Karachi and Lahore

111 393 377

espresso.com.pk/menu

Sun-Thu: Bam - 1am

Fri-Sat; 8am - 2am

111 393 377 ; ; .
WWW.BSpTess0.com.pk ES PRESSO

www.facebook.com/fespressopk
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FATIMA BHUTTO

Falima groduted from Columbio Univer
sity in 2004, mojoring in Middie Easlem
Longuoges and Culires and from the
School of Onenfol and Alncon Studes
(SOAS) in 2005 with 0 Masters in South
Asion Governenend and Politics. She is
the outhor of eee books: "Whispers

of the Desat”™,"8:50 o.m. 8 Oclober
2005 and “Songs of Biood ond Swoed”
Folima’s work has oppeared in ihe Jong.
The News. New Stalesman, Daily Beas!,
Guosdion, and The Corovan Mogazine
She loathes Fooebook and s not, nor
will ever be, 0 member. Folimo Ives ond
writes in Korochs, Fokision

MOHSIN HAMID

Mobsn Homid is the outhor of the
nowets "Moth Smoka® ond *The Reluctont
Fundomeniakst,® which was shorlisied
for the Bookar Prize. His books have been
fonsioled into 30 longuoges ond won
nuUMEeous owands, He has contrituted
arficies and shot fichion %o publicotions
such as Geanta, The Poris Reviow, The
New York Times, 1he Washingson Post,
The Guordion and Down

_

JULIET HIGHET

Orignclly troined o3 o pholographes.
Juliet Highet then Ived in Eas! and Wes!
Alrica ond Idio, ond subsequontly has
trovelied i’ 52 countes. Sha hos written
exensively on hrovel. fne and periogm-
ing orty, design, antiquos, personaliiies
ond sociology. food and fne wines,
pesrfumerny and coenplemeniary hoolh
for numesous publications, ond hos
ediad ort and Mestyle books for Colins
ond Mocmilan, She has recently hod hee
book "“Froniincense: Oman’s Gift 1o e
World”" published ond sold out. A moihes
of two. she has baen procising Siddha
Yogo medéation for 34 years.

RAZA RUMI

Razo is o weder from Lohoee, Pokision

He wos on eddor of The Fridoy Times
from 2008-2011; and conlributing editor
for Himal South Aslo. He blogs of www
razorumi.oom ond publishes Pok Teo
House ond Lohore Namoblogzines. Fol-
ow hem on heitier. Srazonmi

MARIAM TAREEN

Masom Is 0 devoled recder and lea

drinker wish on undergroduate dagree i)

History ond Sociclogy from the University
of Joronko, ond 0 mostar’s in Develop-
ment Studies from SOAS. Most secently,
she workexd as o resecech lellow af the
Development Policy Resaorch Cenlgg

ol LUMS and often finds her doy job
interfering with her deeom job

WAJAHAT S.KHAN

Wojahat S. Khon is o Horvord Shoren-
stein Fellow. on Asio Sockely Global
Young Looder. invesSigales for priny/
troodcosisociol medio ond kves on 0
farm with his wile Shoon ond mostift
Ksuegee He hkas Superman, but odma-
fedly mon-crushas on Botman, every
once in o while. He writes as he smokes
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ISFANDYAR KASURI

The farmer anchor of Washinglon
Report, o Polusiond current atioirs
progrom thal wos Joken off the ar
becouse the mierviews didnt s well
with By esloblishment here of in
Washingion, he now works for the flood
atiecied poor of Fatision under the
bannes of e Imon Khan Foundolion
Ever inspired by Noom Chomsky, he
oonlinues 10 mooniigh! 03 0 joumnolisd,
focusing primarily oa US Foreign Policy
and s odverse affects ocross he globe

L2

AYSHA RAJA

15 the owner of Ihe beoutiully curcled
independent bookshop The Lost Word
She & clso codounder of the Lile'’s Too
Short Short Story Prize ond co-editor of
the Lile's Too Short Literory Review: Aysha
0ls0 works a3 0 publcest foe o hondiul of
Polisiont outhors ond hos just lounched
0 Herory ogency

ZAHRA HAMEED

Zohm s o weili, 0 froe-spiriied mother
of two ond 0 proud Poisions. She hos
worked i odverfising and medio as o
creofive deacior for the kost ken years
ond has handigd o diverse sof of clienis
0s 0 creolive consafiont, She has boen
imolved in fupdeoising for educosion and
is cursently working on lounching Bhulley
Polasion’s fiest indigenous hi-end sound
syshem, o product of the Sonjon Nogor
Instinde of Philosopty & Arts. When she's
not gother honds full, she's desoming

of relginching her own lileshyde brgnd,
Malengl. calebroting ofl things Pokistond

SHAMMAL QURESHI

Shommol Qureshs is the creafive dvecior
ond teand ombassodor for Tond & Guy
Lohore. He Is olso the disinbutor of Gul-
nol and Ambaossador Labed, m hoir core
Shommal compieted his bochelors in
Business from the University of Weslem
Onlanio. His initial carper path Jock him 1o
working for componies ke phormocauti-
ool giants Gloxo Smith befiore he decided
10 puesue his coreer in the siyiing workl.
He wos nominated for Bes! Salon direcior
of Toni & Guy's indernchional Annuol
Awonds

REDAH MISBAH

Redoh Msbaoh is the diseckor ond heod
ereotive shylis! for Depliex. She groduaied
from the London School of Fashion in
2008 ond afained professionol degroes
in holr and cosmetology fom renowned
instutes such os Vidol SasSoon ond
Roy Cochrone Beauty School Shed;o
ocquiked 0 prokessionol Aplomo in
spocial effects makeup from Joe Blosco
in Orianda. Flonida. Redah sinves 1o foke
Depiiax 10 new levels with iInnovoiive
management ond lechniques 10 mainion
iis slanding in Polision and IncTease fis
niemaolional presence

MANAHIL BAJWA
Maonohdl Bopwa s 0 groduate of Amherst
College ond is the Monoger of Mordkesing
ond Funds Development at the Non-
prof Orgonisation, Humanity First USA.
She loves wriing about politicol ond
soc0l issues, parficularly concaming
Pokision
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Dear Readers.

With the first sssue of 2012 we look forward to new beginnings and hope thas year will be better and bnghter than
the last. But forgetting the past is akso to forget its lessons. Raza Rumi looks back at the events that will haunt us
as a nation and what we maght leam from them (Pages 58-62)

Last year we lost one of our bravest women- Nusrat Bhutto. Fatima and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto give a loving tnbute
to their grandmother, Joonam (pages 64-67).

Working i Pakistan poses so many unique challenges that achieving something here is harder than most
countrics. However, when one does, 1t's truly remarkable. This year Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy became the first
Pakistani filmmaker 10 be nomanated for the Oscars. We feature Sharmeen and 10 other extraordmary Pakistanas
who have made a mark in 2011, despite the tnbulations, in our shoot « Great Inspirations (pages 136-143),

How this year pans out will depend in lasge past on our polsticians, especially with possible elections looming
Imran Khan has attracted many political heavyweights 1o has party. Will has “tsunasm” fizzle out, or sweep away its
opponents and usher mn a new era? Wajahat S Khan gnlls Shah Mahmood Qureshi about hss controversaal move to
Tehreck-c-Insaf (pages 144-151)

Owr cover shoot features Kiran Chandhry, Asmaa Mumtaz and Mehreen Raheal These women are talented,
beautiful and entreprencurial. We find out the hurdles these trailblazers overcame to become the success stonies
they are today: m our cover story- 1'm Every Woman (pages 120-133)

From novel to senipt, Mohsin Hamid tells us how ‘The Reluctant Fundamentalist” 1s making the transition to the
bag screen and about his visit to India (pages 178-179). We are proud of Meesha Shahi for being a part of thas
historic amalgamation of hiterature and film between Pakistan and Incha. We also feature the Beygairat Bnigade,
who gave voice to the silent majonty (pages 174-176). These artists have crossed borders 1o show the potential
that exists i Pakistan

Mechseen Akbar opens up her spectacular home to us and speaks candidly about her life m our feature, Bold and
Beautiful (pages 154-163)

As always the fifth edition of Paper is packed with the season’s latest trends (pages 76-85), hottest parties and
coolest places. We give you a look at our top five Spring Summer collections from PFDC Sunsilk Fashion Week
(pages 113-118) and our favountes from PFDC L'Oreal Pans Bridal Week (pages 105-112)

We are excited to announce that this 1ssue marks our mtermational debut, m India. Thas 15 a tremendous opportumuty
for us and we are excited about the possibilities that lay ahead. We would be thnlled to continue receiving
your feedback. Feel free to contact us on facebook com papermagpk, twitter: papermagpak and email at
papermagazine 2010 gmatl. com.

May you all have a happy and successful new year

AUTHFUL
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SUBLIME FLAGSHIP STORE 98 B2 GULBERG Ill, LAHORE. TEL: +92-42-35873470 Mobile: +92 300 842 4020
PFDC MALL ONE MAIN BOULEVARD, GULEERG I, LAHORE
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The history of the group dates back 1o pre-independence days, almost a century ago, when the highly dynamic personality of Sir Syed
Maratib Ali expanded his agr-business inlo trading and industrial partnerships. Soon after independence of Pakistan in 1847, the business

activities were further deversified inlo industrialized operations of textdes, soap, ghee and razor manufacturing sectors.
Treet Corporation (the parent company) was setup in 1952 and was incorporated in Pakistan in 1977 as a public bmited company under the
Company’s Act, 1913 (now the Companies Ordinance, 1984). lts shares are listed on Karachi, Islamabad and Lahore Stock Exchanges.

Power Of Expansion Makes Us Infinite !

* Blade Manufacturnng * Manufacturing and Selling of Corrugated Packaging

* Disposable Razors Manufacturing * Manufactluring and Selling of Paper and Board

* Sole distributor of Blade, Disposable Razors and Soaps * Manufacluring of Soaps

* Trading Company * Provides work force (o group companies under service

* Motorcyde Assembly and Markeling agreement and takes all responsibities of work force and
* Advertisment & Sales Promotion Media meoots ol allied legal requiremeonts.

IRLET OROUP OF COMPANSES

M=z M= @ Qs QNS @5 M.

72-B Kot Lakhpat, Industrial Area, Lahore. 2 KM Hali road, Hyderabad, 33 KM Lahore-Sheikhupra Road.
22-KM, Ferozpur Road, Lahore. 80 KM G.T Road, Ghakkar Gujranwala.

Ph; +92 (42) 35122296,35156567, 35830881 Fax: +92 (42) 35215647, 35836770 www.treotgroup.com contaci@treetgroup.com
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www.royaltag.com.pk
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Pictured slightly larger
than actual size.

AUTOMATIC

SCHAFFHAUSEN
SINCE 1E6E

atormatic movement with s Pelialon vwinding system i protecied aganst strong magnetic fislds

by & soft-lon inner case. And, needess 1o say, amdous glances, IWC, Englnsered for men. Vaber-raps e i
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- Satin matte

DELICATE, PALETTES
SILKY,
COMFORTABLE,

LONG WEARING

Delicate, silky, comfortable,
long wearing

Create soft smoldering eyes with
this velvety smooth eyeshadow

e result 1= an eye catching look

Inat won't go unnotced
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WAJAHAT & SARA KMAN

Mumiraiz and Sidra recently got hitched

in a colourful ceremony sprawling over

two alties. PAPER was there to caplure
i this jovous occasion.

ASHIO & MEMREEN QURESHI
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We've made a home
in half a million hearts

To bring smiles to your ile, EDEN HOUSING LIMITED derives inspiration from you,
Thanks o your aspirations, we've redefined the ways of modemn Iving with 33 successful
projects, during the past three decades. Driven by your dreams, we're determined to build a
futine whana yvou will be at homa.,

( Aer all, we understand your vision, and beieve in you. )

EDEN HOUSING LIMITED
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Recently Adnan and Kiran
played an acoustfic set for

Saifi Khan's birthday. Needless
to say people had a great fime
with everyone dancing and
singing along fo great tunes
with an ambience fo boot.
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PAPER CAMERAS CAUGHT THE FASHION GLITTERATI IN THE ACT. HERE IS A LOOK AT WHAT
YOU WONT SEE ANYWHERE ELSE.







ULYSSE

SINCE 18446

Dural TisE 43 Mai - 2phegalys

NARDIN

LE LOCLE - SUISSE .-.'F

SELF-WINDING. PATENTED TIME ZONE QUICK SETTING.

18 CT ROSE GOLD, WATER-RESISTANT TO 100 M.

AVAILABLE ON GOLD BRACELET.

WWW. ULYSSE-NARDIN. COM

Collectibles

JEWELLEHRY & WATCHMETS
Earichi Ling &, Zamena Booleverd, DHA Phase v, Tk (01} I5E3E0 P (21 3830363
woarw. collectibles. com,pk
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joumalist recently remarked that
2011 was the year that 1o one will
remember. Alas, this will not be
the case, as the year will haunt

us for some tme to come. The
process of forgetting will not be
effortless. Pakistan has under-
gone several such moments m the
past. However, 2011 brought 1t
all together in a chaotic fasluon, exposing the blood-lined
fissures within the society and the long-term crumbling of
the state

The year started with the gruesome murder of Salmaan Tas-
eer, govemnor of Pakistan’s largest province as he chamg-
oned the cause of a poor woman booked under the blasphe-
my law. His death was a shocking event in multiple ways:
the murderer Mumtaz Qadn was a man supposed to protect
ham, the killer was garlanded and elevated 1o the status

of a hero by many segments of the society especially the
clenics. A tragedy of thas proportion at one Jevel appeared
1o be an epitaph of a society that had buried its humanity.
Even worse the political parties, civil society and media
remaned cautious in the aftermath of the assassmation; and
the hope for a collective resistance was nussing,

It took several months
for an afraid yudge

to deliver a verdict
aganst thas hemous
act and now the judge
lives outsade Pakistan
to escape the wrath
of clencs who find
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NOTHING HAS BEEN MORE TURBULENT THAN
THE TRAJECTORY OF PAK-US RELATIONS
DURING THE YEAR.

RAZA RUMI
GIVES US HIS
INSIGHT INTO
2011, A YEAR
THAT WILL
HAUNT US

BY RAZA RUMI <%

his act of sentencing Qadn abominable, The executive did
hittle 10 punish ervant officials who had allowed for things

to come 1o such a pass; and the Parhament could not even

offer prayers for the slan govemor. Pakistan has never ap-
peared so unkind and imsensative to murder, and that too m
the name of a fith that preaches peace

Bruised by this ghastly incident, the country displayed
another kind of a collective neurosis when a tngger-happy
CIA contractor Raymond Davis killed three Pakistanis in
Lahore, Davis™ act was despicable and he ought to have
been pumished. But Pakistan’s nght wing and media mani-
fested a rare kind of blood tharst against this operative of

a notonious agency. The calls to hang Davis without a due
exammation of mtemational and domestic laws came as
another affirmation of a society, which has abandoned rule
of law i favour of chaos and paranoa. It is a separate mat-
ter that the state bailed out Davis applying the Islamic kaws
mtroduced by General Zia ul Haq by paymng blood money
to the families of the victims. The executive was in over-
dnve and the judiciary also delivered a speedy judgement.
The incident left Pakistanis more xenophobic and resentful
of 1ts long-time patron and ally, the Umited States,

Notlhung has been more turbulent than the trajectory of
Pak-US relanons during the year. The two allies umed mto
frenemies by the
end of the year
The Davis saga
set the stage for
stranger things to
come
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“FLYING ABOVE US, IN THE POLLUTED SKIES, IT IS DEADLIER THAN
THE DRONE OF THE NO-WHERE-LAND. SPAWNING MORE OF TS
KIND IN OUR WATERBODIES, LEAVING OUR LUSH PLAINS PLAGUED,
INPREPARATION FOR NEXT YEAR'S ATTACK." SABA KHAN

.
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THE LOCATION OF OBL'S HIDEOUT WAS MOST EMBAR-
RASSING. THE CHIEF PATRON OF A GLOBAL ISLAMIST
MOVEMENT WAS LIVING APPARENTLY FOR YEARS
NEAR A GARRISON TOWN IN ABBOTTABAD, CLOSE T A

On May 2nd, a special team of US Navy seals almost
mvaded a part of Pakistan in a surgscal stnke to capture
and kill the leader of Al Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden (OBL).
The location of OBL’s hideout was most embarrassing.
The chief patron of a global Islamist movement was living
apparently for years near a garmison town in Abbottabad,
close 10 a prestigious nulitary traming academy.

There was uproar m Pakistan and the earlier shock and
unanswered question - what was OBL domg there - was
replaced by a nationalist outrage. The US had violated our
sovereignty and if our secunty forces were negligent or
complicit there was an issue. The contradictions within
Pakistan’s policy and its domestic civil-malitary relations
were at once lad bare under mtemational spotlight,

The domestic ensis which emanated out the May 2nd
strike on OBL’s hudeout deepened by the end of the year
when the civilian and military power-wielders were play-
ing out their conflict i the courts. The memo-gate affaur,
as 1t is now known, finds 115 roots in the wniting of an
unsigned memo allegedly wnitten by Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the US calling for US intervention and support for
the attempts 1o establish civilian control of securnity and
foreign policies. By the end of the year, the Ambassador
had resigned, faced a court petition, which culmmated

in the formation of a judicial commission to probe the
charges, and been placed in virtual imprisonment because
of fears for hus safety.

Between these events, there were two other acts of vio-
lence. One agninst the state by a well-planned attack on a
major naval base in Karachi in May 2011, and the second.,
the abduction and murder of a jounalist Syed Saleem
Shahzad around end of May 2011. Both acts disparate in
their intensity and nature underlined one thing i common:
the power of militant groups, a reality to be reckoned with.
The naval base attack by the militants (or non state actors)
apparently had mside support while the slaun jowmal-

15t was reporting regularly on the activities of extremist
non-state actors as well as the operations of Al Qaeda m
Pakistan.

These orgamsed groups also abducted the son of the late
Salmaan Taseer from Lahore and an Amenican and worker
Warren Wemstem m August. On the 1ssue of latter, a video
was released by the current Al Qaeda chief clammng that
has network had the Amernican citizen m their custody. For
the release of Wenstemn, Pakistan and the US have 1o meet

several demands of the malitants.

Instead of co-operation or meanmgful engagement, the
US and Pakistan have been busy vilifying each other
thereby muddling the prospects of regional peace close to
the withdrawal of NATO/ISAF troops from Afghanistan
in 2014, The outgoing US malitary chief Mike Mullen
accused Pakistan of harbouring mulitant groups such as
the Haqqani group and held it indirectly responsible for
attacks on NATO troops in Afghanistan. The statement
offended many Pakistanis given the sacnfices made by
Pakistan Army and s citizens. Later in the year, the
attacks on Salala checkpost on the Pak-Afghan border ag-
gravated Pakistans agam and this tune drastic steps - such
as the blockade of NATO contamers - were taken by the
govenunent

Amud this political instability, the weak civilian govem-
ment remained under pressure from the foreign policy
umperanves, continued terronsm and a melting economy.
Its capacity 1o focus on domestic 1ssues and ‘govem” the
country dwindled. Good govemance becomes a daumting
goal when two powerful unelected mstitutions of the state
operate outside the ambat of parliamentary control (over
the ammed forcers) and advice (as in the case of courts).
Thus the Prime Minister had to say that be was facmg a
state withm a state whilst complaining of conspiracies
agamst the goverment.

The real impact of the political mstabality and slide mto
chaos remained the poor and maddle classes of Pakistan
who dealt with mflation, power outages and a winter with
lunited supplies of natural gas. This is perhaps the first
year when Pakistanis had to confront the reality that sup-
plies of namral gas from the troubled province of Baloch-
sitan was less than the demand. In the short term there are
bound to be more outages and limats to 1ts use, as was the
case in the past.

December 16 marked the fortieth anmversary of the fall
of Dhaka when the Pakistan Army surrendered i East
Pakistan, giving way to the birth of Bangladesh. Sadly,
this historical marker was underplayed by all except the
usual conspiratonial rants in the manstream media, The
coumtry has not quite understood or intemalised the shock
and continues to tread the familiar path - denying a viable
federalist, democratic space to its plural citizens in Balo-
clnstan and elsewhere and blamang external actors for 11
mternal problems.
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In the meantime. Zia ul Haq's project has come to fruition.
Generations of young Pakistanis, especially in the uwrban
areas, unaware of their own histories and mdoctrinated

by an ideological education system. and the faith-centred
public discourse, are now looking towards a messiah in
the form of ex-cricketer Imran Khan. Mr Khan 1s clean
and presents a soplusticated version of Islamic national-
1sm. which warms the hearts of young men and women
fed on the diet of xenophobia and Pakistan’s past and
future glones. The larger political parties have not made
things easter by their compromises and tainted records in
office. The conception of a faux revolution has been touted
around Khan's political mobilisation. It is unclear whether
this will tum mto votes at the polls let alone a vehicle for

structural change

Nothing is more symbolic than the emergence of the idiot
box - the televisual revolution in Pakistani homes. espe-
cially in the urban centres. It has opened up avenues for
public accountability but at the same time mitiated newer
possibilities of controlling the public mind. Pakistan in
2012 and beyond will be a country ruled by the younger
population and media barons and the guardians of a decay-
g post-colonial state. This is why the ‘new’ Pakistan
remains an idea fraught with possibilities as well as the
scary lessons of history telling us that the future remains
beholden to the past. o

- "MADE BY A CRAFTSPERSON WHO WAS SEEN LYING ON A BENCH IN HIS

AR

HOT SHOP DURING LOAD-SHEDDING HOUR, BECAUSE HE DID NﬂT

 OWN A GENERATOR BUT COULD MAKE ONE FORME." SABA KHAN
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[PeN & Parez]

JOONAM

A loving tribute to
\usrat Bhutto

1929-2011

by
Fatima & Zullikar \l Bhutto

She was beautiful because she was brave beyond earthly measure. We called our
grandmother Joonam, my life in her native Farsi, because she was the beginning of

how we began to see the world.

In a time ruled by violence, Joonam was not unafraid - but she was unbowed by fear.
As a young woman she buried her husband, killed by the bloody regime of General
Zia ul Haq. She was denied the right to see her husband’s body. She received the news
of his murder in a rank jail cell she herself had been confined to. She fought the dicta-
torship that would claim, not only her husband, but also her youngest son, at the cost

of her safety and her liberty because she believed in something better for her country.

64 | paPER MG | 2002



10 paint her as y
simply a beauty.. = %
would be to diminish her:

WITH QUR FATHER MURTAZA AT HOME IN KARACHI




As First Lady she represented a different imagination
i The suffering that she endured. not only in life. not only
: towards the end of her life when she was made a pris-
oner of unwanted exile, but also in death, do not touch
¢ her. She is far too strong to be unmade by suffering. It is
Two resounding tragedies did not stall her. She fought. it
was her nature to fight. She fought ¢lection campaigns,
she fought against corruption - the very same comrup- |
tion that would tamish and slowly but monstrously eat :
away at her family - and she struggled untinngly against !

for Pakistan - one that was tolerant. was just and was
open to all. regardless of faith or fortune. She was. in
spint and in Kind, the very opposite of the present.

injustice on behalf of those who could not fight alone.

through the lens of what she wore and how she camied

her independence. of her liberal politics. But they do not
define her.

lege to be a voice for the voiceless.

sive power (and isn't all power oppressive at the end?)

Hope. She never lost hope. even in the most troubled
moments of this young country’s history. that Pakistan
deserved more. Something more free, more just, more !

mclusive.
66 | papER raGaNe | 2002

difficult, even now, months later, to speak of her using
the past tense.

She bunied another child, her eldest son, our father, and
it was a death that no mother should bear. After two

i years of her struggling to bring him home to Pakistan,
: of knocking door to door in the campaign that would
To paint her as simply a beauty - to view her only
i paymng for it, she lost him to a violent death. It was a
herself as many are wont to do - would be to diminish :
her. She was a warnior. Clothes were an expression of !
: them all violently.

elect him to parliament. of guarding him fiercely and

specter that would follow her. Eleven years later, her
daughter was killed. Three children she lost and she lost

. But before that last killing. we lost her. Pakistan was de-
What defines her s this: The ease with which she !
stepped outside the confines of her class and her pnvi-

nied her presence as she languished unseen and unheard
of, far away from home.

In death, Nusrat, our Joonam returns to us. Though we
The refusal, the adamant refusal, to give in to oppres- |

who loved her will tell you that she never really left. o
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[PeN & Paper]

MADNESS TO HER DAUGH-

TER'S TEENAGE DREAMS, LIFE

COMES FULL CIRCLE FOR

FROM HER OWN 80°S MUSIC _

ZAHRA HAMEED.

BY ZAHRA HAMEED o

t was the sununer of ‘88 when I first laad eves on
Cyndi. Brght, bold and beautiful, she seemed

to tantalise me with her defiant stare, her punk
haarstyle and those bot pink hips. She looked so
cool m the sumaner beat, hanging casually on
the ssdewalk row of posters on the Mall Road,
that myy elder sister, Meenn, and 1 begged for
Mom being a Madonna fan gave in, much to our

deligiu

We proudly took Cyndi home and stuck her on our Laura
Ashley wallpaper. She made our girly room *funky’and so
grown up. Till then hife had been a red and whate blur, the
colours of our regumented Convent school, with a ‘Papa Don’t
Preach’ and “Thnller” soundtrack on the way. Then everything
changed. Cyndi amved and we knew our hives would never be

the same agan,

So who was this girl? We worshipped Madonna, whose “Like
a Virgin® Tour was on top of our VHS list. But Cyndi had a
brand new aura. Aftemoons were spent stanng at the poster
from our bunk beds and analysing her clothes; that neon skirt,
the jewelry, the make-up, that wild mane. All we had was her
name prnted on the side of the poster. A clue, but we wanted
more,

68 | paPER racaNy | 2002

We were a musical family. From mom’s love of pop, to dad’s
classical ghazals and Bollywood hits; we knew by heart and
A trip 1o Off
Beat, the coolest music store m town, was a sacred ntual

sang with gusto anything that came our way.

Rows upon rows of cassettes m a gleaming glass box that

we were allowed to see but not touch. If one was hucky and
dad was m a good mood, we got 10 listen 10 some new music
and perhaps bought a selection 1o play on our brght red tape
recorder, Just imagine our glee when we first saw her naumne,
‘Cyndi Lauper - Garls Just Wanna Have Fun® printed on a Top
Billboard Hits tape. We squealed and screamed until we finally
heard the track. As the catchy music filled the shop we knew
our anthem had amved. Cyndi Lauper rocked!

That sunmumer break we decided to go full force, Cynds style
We convinced mom to ditch the pastel clucken frocks and let
us design our own clothes. We bought purple, hot pmk and
neon lavwns and teamned them with polka dots and the wildest
prnts we could get from Rana Cloth House in Man Market. |
remember the look of horror on the Baby Needs tatlor’s face as
we sketched the multi-tiered fnll skirts with bnght pipmg and
sleeveless tanks. We tie-dyed school stockings with markers,
and even found some coloured hair spray for streaking our
haar. We paraded up and down Dupatta Gah buymng the biggest
hoops, bead necklaces and plastic bangles. We were ten and on
top of our game.



The aftemmoons were always a e of illicit fun and frolic. As
our umsuspectmg mom took her daaly nap, 1t was show tune
next door. The AC’s loud whizzing drowned the music as we
swiftly changed mto our gear. Meenu teased our hair, tymg

it mto a high ponytail and spraymg on some strategic neon
strands. Then we'd pile on the jewellery, wear our Ray-Bans
and sneak downstairs. With Cynds playing on our walkmans,
off we went on our BMXs for a three o'clock jmmt m sleepy
Garden Town

Jane Fonda’s fitness video was
hugely popular m the “80%s. It was
great fun domg the routine with
our mom and aunts. Then one
day we had a brain wave. Why
not have our own Cyichi Lauper
acrobics class? So we set to work,
drawing fliers by hand of the
‘Funtastic Aerobics Class’ where
you could *dance your bum off
1o Cynch Lauper® and dastnbuted
them on our aftemoon rounds

The day of the first class, we
stood n onr lounge surveymg

1ts mod new studio look. The
furmiture had been moved out.
The towel rolls, water and handy
chaars for sit-ups were
ready. Standing there in
our purple tights, hot pink
T-sharts with matching
tennis headbands, the ques-
ton on our nunds was:*Is
anyone going 1o come?’

We watched m anticipation
as the clock ticked past
three. Our ever supportive
aunt and pesky cousin
amived. Soon Mom joined
in. Determmed to make

a success, we started our
routime. As the music filled
the room, we lost owrselves
in the moves. Suddenly |
tumed and saw some new
faces. Wait a muinute, wasn't that the farty mumty from next door
and her sulky daughter? Smmhing mwards, I pushed myself
harder, ‘flex. . .pomnt.. flex. .. pomt. . now double time..."As far
as we were concemned, the class was a lat, By the end of the
week, word spread about the Cyndi aerobics being led by two
kads. Soon we had a decent group of exercisers and a whole
new bunch of fnends. Meenu even managed to showcase her
abilities at the school’s PT class, creatmg Convent history with
her frantic aerobics routine.

Now that we were wlipping the neighbourhood and school
mto shape, next on the agenda was a music concert. Our
phuppo had just bought us the coolest doll from Pans. She had
the ultmate streaked blonde crop with dark makeup, a drop
dead gold jumpsuat and boots. We nicknamed her Cyndi and

cocvsvananad

fought over it endlessly, unnl the day we agreed to collaborate
for the biggest rock concert ever. So we got to work creating a
gaant cardboard stage, handmade paper instrunents and outfits
for our Barbies with salver tapes and foils. The music lineup
was of course a host of Cynds, Madonna and Kyhie songs. The
lighting was a clever mix of torches and emergency lights, We
even managed to gather a small crew of fnends to help o
Every evenmg we had a practice run.

The 1dea was 10 end our aerobacs classes with the concert as a
grand finale - the ultumate way 1o
end the summer break. Dressed m
our all black backstage uniform,

I felt proud 1o see how our huge
dressmg table with murrors had
been transformed mto a glam rock
stage with silver foils, shards of
pamnted black Plaster of Pans sta-
lagnutes and lintle disco balls. The
Barbees looked fantastic in their
stlver outfits, hair teased, plenty of
black lipstick and their cool mstru-
ments, all poised 10 jam. In the
dark shadows I could make out my
friends, our aerobics gang and fun-
ily all sitting on the floor waiting
for the show to stan.

As the hights went out, the torch
crew went mto full

swing and Cyndi ook
centre stage (with Meenu
handling the music on the
tape recorder). It was a
wild lineup starting with
‘Hohiday’ by Madonma,
Kyhe Minogue’s ‘Loco-
mwotion’, ‘1 Waamna Dance
With Somebody” by
Whitney Houston, ‘I"ve
Had the Tune of My Laife’
from the Duty Dancing
Soundtrack, and ending
with ‘Garls Just Wanna
Have Fun®. The crowd
went wild, dancing and
cheenng. It was the best
mght of the sununer.

MALZY KAML KIRANG |

Those were the days. Confident and carefree, they never pre-
pared me for the gnngy gloom of my ‘90% teens. My body
was changmg, my face was under a spot attack and I hated my
school. So I traded my bright glory for colourless, cool muns-
malism. Cyndi was forgotten in a sea of angry Nirvana and
Alanzs Morisette songs. | became a sullen garl, the poster child
of rebellion m myy black ‘mouning’ clothes (as dad called
them) and kohl nmmed eyes.

A nusfit and mystic in my mind, 1 sought out a whole new
gang of hke-mmded people and together we trooped through
the decade like nders in the storm. Each one of us from Maz,
Janue, Malzy, Kamn, Ghazi, Anuma and Sheru were survivors
of our own demons. A hugely talented bunch of nusunderstood
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but m-the-making musicians, actors, models, designers
and hangers-on amongst whom I finally felt at home.
What amazing times we had. going on dnives, partying
every weekend, watching movies, listenmg to music.
readmg, acting, getting dressed. travelling and just bemg
together. Those were tumes of infinite hope and pain and
yet it was always the music that saved our souls.

Then one day Mr Sunshine amved. He had an unnerving
calm and chann for someone who was only fourteen. We
bonded over music and the mountams in Nathia Gali.
Sarah Mclachlan, Seal and Dave Matthews entered my
life and wath it the bnghtness and tendemess that 1s Us-
man. He floored me with a quict persistence and poetry.
selections of the most meaningful songs and an case of
conversation and camradene that I never imagined shar-
ing with anyone. Slowly I shed miy pupa skin: the nose
nng. the black clothes, the anger and tears were all left
behind. The pinks and reds crept back mto my wardrobe
and my life. I was m love.

And now cighteen years later. as I sit here and remember
all those amazing times. I can’t help but wonder about
the season and soundtrack of my remainmg years. I am
now mamied to Usman and a mother of two beautiful
babies. Raaya and Raayid. Nothing could prepare me for ! b
the greatest role and challenge of my life: for here are ; USMANGS |
two souls who hold a mirror up to me, every single day. :

So magine. when one day. my three-year-old. Raaya,
decides it's time to take things into her own hands.
“Mamaaa..."” she says (in her sweetest girly voice). “ 1
only wear pink and purple skirts and tights. Ponytails

are for babies!"” ‘Damn,” I sit there wondenng. ‘have I
been blind to her Hannah Montana watching, the word-
for-word rendition of ‘Teenage Dreams’ and her ‘Bad

Romance’ with Gaga? Just how did my little baby girl \
go straight from three to twelve? When had this monster

rock pnncess emerged? And why was she so achingly \ I ‘\

ITWAS
[CTHAT

familiar that even I couldn’t suppress a laugh followed
by a tough face. I guess life really does come full circle.
and girls (even the little ones) just wanna have fun! o
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We ve
Got The

“Moves
Like
Jagger”

Splitends

EXPRESS

Coming soon

Spring 2012

For information
or franchise inquiries,
get in touch at:

pricpurpleartsmedio.com
or call us al:
042-35727487, 0300-84704.20
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Join us on Facebook at: www.facebook.c

Join us on Youtube at: myMémwuamr&mﬂem?

- _..-"'. " '.-:_
== "lu Join us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/masterceleste
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KENNETH JAY LANE
e 22N GOLD-
) LATED CRYSIAL SNAKE

T BRACELET $425

STUDIO § GOXLD
PLAIED ONYX &
CRSIAL EASAENGS
&5, 7,500

L

&~
_\: _4/‘ fake an the )

trerd She wars a
green puthon pencl ‘
s<ird with an U0
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4 TEAURED EASHER
Super chic. ! WALLET $528
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Lowy l/w'lh;'m Fall 20//
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BORDEAU

Fanbrace the neh, earthy, scramptuous shades of bordeaux
from merlot o cabernet. Seen on the runwans of Celine,

Fanilio Pueci, \Kifand A\YESHA FFHASHN ANL

Celine Fall 20//

'

FOR.
MAXIMUMN

impact wear
Aifferent shades
O‘F boYAWx In

one owtHit
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Balwain fall 2001
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Still haven’t found what
you're looking for?

Your favorite song is just an SMS away.

Text in the desired song name to 990

and set it as your new dial-tune. It's that easy.

Chames Rs, 2/5MS + fax

CMPak Ltd  111-222-111 | www.zong.com.pk
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ol GIOVANNA BATTAGUA

T N IHS SASONS
'7. POWER PECE HE
v PENCL S
s+ < . |

# 7 B TURED BAG J
oW 10 weAR It: s TREND 15 AL ABouT THE PERFECT ' * (YR E\SE & SE \SUALIT
l “Ol m' M ,' ",,l w.Ns'mw‘.Q‘ 14\ ‘\ 2 \ p \ \ p \
— " . wﬂ?f@ ] 't“‘;.;;' CHIC AND UNDERSTAIED THE 405
%4 . ’

ALEXA CHUNG N A &0 S
STYLE POLKA DOT DRESS
CARRYING A RED STRUC

M Miu fall 201/

~
‘\
”

L\ - A AT LONG PENCIL SKIRTS,
As A, e g | » K HL\,'\\r — - x
ot 2\ Lok DRAPED BLOUSES. FLORAL PRINT TEA

DRESSES AS WELL AS OPULENT FURS,

»

SLEEK GLOVES AND ELEGANT STRUC-
TURED BAGS

SOREEN SREN AVA GARDNER

ENERGED AS ONE OF THE
FATIMA HASSAN WEARS BIGGEST HOLLYWOOD SIARS .
A SHEER NUDE BLOUSE OF THE 405, A ENBOOES '
WITH CRMSON LIPS, THE GLAMOUR AND FEMININITY

VERY 4035 SYNONYMOLS WITH THE ERA

T ——— -
—————
:
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LEATHER LEGGINGS AND SXINNY
PANTS { BOM FALX AND REAL) ARE |
BACK WITH A BANG AS SEEN ON ;
REAINA. VICTORA BECIHAM, !
SARNH JESSICA PARKER. LEKGHION | |
MEESTER. MAMIN SHARM AND EVEN

NVARTHA STEWART! LEAGHTON

Y EMERACE TIE E10 OF A 333,“

L HGHLIGHTS WITH OE ueehet
L LUXURIOUS COLOR

A% FkOm ROOT TO TP AS

- SEEN BACKSTAGE AT

BLUMRYE FW 200

COMFER THAN THE COAT AND
CHCER THAN THE CARDIGAN 1HE

CARDI-COAT 5 THE PERFECT COVER
UP TS WINTER

D&G BROUGHT BACK SIARS WITH THER FALL 2011 COUWECEON AND SINCE THEN IHE
FASHION SET CANT GET ENOUGH. INECT A UTTLE CHEERFULNESS INIO YOLR WINTER
WARDROBE WIlH THES TREND.

BURGUNDY ™ BAG

BURGUNDY IS
BACK IN A BG
WAY. WHETHER

YOU OFT FOR A
CLURCH, SATCHEL
ORXOIE. ' e

BURGUNDY BAG
S AFASION
ESSENTWL THIS
WINTER

CHANEL BOY BN

MAGATINE | 02



"ON SALE FOR
RS, 32,475

SOTIEGA VENETA
e PYTHON WALLET AT NENS
RABIA K- : SIORE RS, 92,950
ADD A FERCE TOUCH OF GLAMOUR TO YOUR WINTER WARDROBE WATH A STATE
MENT PYTHON PIECE. FROM SCARVES 1O DRESSES. BAGS AND SHOES. THE
MIGHTY PYTHON IS BHE SEASON'S MOST COVETED BUY.

FASHION FEELS AS GOOD AS IT LOOSS
THS SEASON. FROM CHIC FAUX FUR 1O

WITH THE NEW MIDI

: GOAT HAR CLILY MONGOLIAN LAMB,
S‘.o“g,g’ﬁ\'.,“i“,g‘c’&:} o : LUXURIOUS RABBIT, WHITE FOX AND
FASHION STARLE. CHOOSE : SHEARUNG. [HIS WINTER SIAY WARM AND
A SOFT ALMOND-SHAPED : LOOK SMBH N AR
TOE FOR A TMELESS ; :

INVESIMENT

ALEXANDRE BIRMAN
LACE UP-EFFECT SUEDE
KNEE BOOTS $825

~——

MAKE A STATEMENT WITH A
CHRKY CHAIN CHOKER FOR
ATOUGH. MODERN AND EDGY
TAKE ON THE SEASON'S FONDNESS
FOR ALL THINGS FETISHSTIC.

THE CAPE MAES
A STRONG COME
BACK. WE LOVE
(1S DIAMARC AND
HEGANT EFFECT
REMENEER 1O KEEP
PANTS SLEEK AND
HITTED AS THE
KEY WITH THS
LOOK I8 1O
BALANCE
PROPORTIONS

STELLA MCCARTNEY WOOL
AND CASHVERE BLEND
CAFE §1,308



IMAN PASHA s O
Fashion Consultant,
Stylist and Journalist.
Founded in 2010, her
company offers clients
a fruly unigue range
of services as well as a
- deep understanding
of the cultures and
fashion industries in
both London and The
Middle East

—— DAY 1 LONDON FASHION WEEK
at Somerset House, Weoring
Mory Katrantzou AW 2011 dress,
Mul Mui shoe boots, YSL bag anc
— Lei Von Kash jewoliory. She's one
T o my fovouriie up coming young
- Jowellory dosignons



DAY 2 OF LONDON FASHION
WEEK wecring Markus Lupfer
AW 11 Eshirt ond skirl, Chanol

Kosh g

AT THE ISSA OF
LONDON TRUNK

fad
with hacury

&

AT THE ARTS NIGHT IN DIFC'S
FAMOUS VILLAGE GATE

Wedring Celine python Box

Maorant frous




DAY 3 OF LONDON
FASHION WEEK Heod-
ing 10 the epic Mul
beary show on Beocke
street af the Clandges
Weaornng ¢ Roksonda
Incic cress, Mulbarry
bag and shoes from
AW 2011

\

Y

3 8 18 18 12 8

DAY 4 LONDON
FASHION WEEK Woar
ing Henry Hollkand AW
2011 runway cress and
Mubexry bog. This was
token nght afler the
Anlcnio Berordi show,
which ior me was the
highiight of LFW with o
shrong. Beautiiul and
versatie colection

HEADING OUTTO
MY 28TH GIRLY
BIRTHDAY DINNER AT
HAKKASAN Woarng
an Alexander Wang
biarer, H&M Dross,
opshop clulich and
Chiristion Louboutin
shoos with Q rose
gold cluich from
greck jowoliory
designer My 14D

-
AT THE HERMES
SUMMER PARTY
Woaring on Adam
mad dress, Comilo & {
Skovgaord ankle fots .

ond aYSL ning



HEADING OUT
FOR DINNER WITH
MY MOTHER AND
SISTER IN LONDON

ond Christion
Louboutin pumps

FROM THE ANA ' >y ‘
ZAHRA SHOOT The < ’

MOkE-UD Was done

ful lom
) G Mary
Kotrontzou dress.

AT DIFC AFTER
DINNER AT ZUMA

Wearing T
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FALABELLA

The “IT"” bag this season is the Falabella by Stella McCartney.
Stella has been the leader in Eco-fashion. As a life long vegetarian
she has always maintained that she will not use leather, animal skins
or fur in her designs. Edgy and chic, the Falabella comes in many
different shapes and textures. With its signature chain trims, the
Falabella has become an instant hit with fashionistas. Fans include
Rihanna, Jennifer Lopez, Kim Kardashian, Leona lewis, Eva
Mendes, Zoe Khan and Kate Hudson amongst others. Eco fashion
has never looked or felt better.

THE
THE SHOULDER * FAUX LEATHER
BUCKETTOTE BAG s S

This is the most sought after A
. Falabella. Available in-faux
stuff apything under leather, faux sude, faux python

the stin. With the and more; it is the perfect
Falabella bucket fashion statement.

tote, McCartney has
created a spacious

recoser  THE CLUTCH

shopping or travel.

Totes have room to

Small and stylish we love the Falabella
printed clutch. The perfect size to inject
some fun to your wardrobe.

MICHELLE
TRACHTENBERG

* BOTANICAL
PRINT QLUTCH
§645

THE FOLDOVER

This can be worn two ways,
folded over as a shoulder
bag like Zoe Khan or
* | ARGE FALIX A carried as a tote.
LEATHER
SHOLRDER ™
BAG 1,095

* CITRUS PRINT
FOLDONVER BAG
APPRCOX $996




| = ' S ——
REFRESHING NEW TREND __

CHIC AND LIGHTWEIGHT, DOWNSIZE NOW TO 1HE MINI BAG

FASHION FO RV ARD

e[l ceason T sag 1o stard vid from 1

FOR FALL 2011 BVLGARI INTRODUCED A HANDBAG COLLECTION INSPIRED BY ONE OF
ITS MOST ICONIC JEWELLERY AND WATCH COLLECTIONS, THE SERPENTI, WHICH HAS
BEEN A BVLGARI SIGNATURE FOR SIXTY YEARS. [T HAS BECOME AN INSTANT HIT WITH —
E FASHION SET, LIKE GIOVANNA BATTALIGA WHO LOVED THE BAG SO MUCH, SHE -
BOUGHT IT IN AMBER AND GREEN! PRICE RANGE APPROX $2,250

202 | parER Mo | 93



-

S——

lsmﬂ;ﬁON 8 '\'IDE 7.]

i"AiViAual 2

‘HAQ, chosen Touv.

AUYA MONNOO

\AYS IMMACULATELY
IS ALV ACULATEL

DRESSED AND
GROOMED. SEEN HE

HIGHWAISTED BLAC

RE IN
K

PANTS AND A FUR STOLE.
ALIYA NEVER GETS IT

WRONG.
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SANA HASHWANI

HAS AN
EXCEPTIONAL
WEARING A
PRINTED DRESS
GOLD AND SILVER
BANGLES, SHE
MAKES ASTYLE
STATEMENT
GOES.

LOOKS CHIC IV
ABLACK BLAZER
DARK SKINNY
JEANS AND

PLATFORM PUMPS

ONTREND WITH
IS UNOEN'ABLY A

-

(




HOME ACCESSORIES

Irum Rawjee 0300 8240 600 - Mehreen Ghouse Akbar 0300 8224 333
SHOP NO. 1, PLOT&-C, BOKHARI COMMERCIAL LANE NO. 1, PHASE 6, DHA, KARACHI-PAKISTAN.
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REPUBLIC 3 REPORTS
DRESSHIO
KA

N % THIS WINTER x* ’___/

This winter dress (0 impress. \o
matter which trends you work into
Your wardrobe. the Key is (o wear
them widh confidence. VMake sure
that your individual sivle shines
through.

OVERCOAT

The long overcoat
looks shick, but a man
should always dress
according to his heig ght
and physique. It can
make cne look taller or
sharter- 50 go for what
SUts you.

If you are 13l it's best
to wear a knee length
overcoal. If

average hes

2 pea co

rucd-thegh or y
bedow your hep B you
don't want 1o show
what you are weanng
irside, a duffle coat
can be worn,

Camel and black are
classic and adways look
great, but the calour of

the season 1s grey. It

cmb( worn with e art'r)

4 N\

SHADE OF GREY: ity 3%
GREY IS CLASSIC. T CAN BE " we.
WORN WITTAILRNDS OF | el
wmv TONES. WHE THER YOU 1%  ERCEEREA
SPOP’HNGACASUALLOOKOQA R0
BUSINESS SUT.




M

FOR THE GRO(

5
your best since you will be un- THE w"

der the spothght. Always wear a bie as it completes the
look. Opt for a snug-fit suit or a tuxedo with a bow bie.

Las was all about the black tux, this season,
| £. Navy and royal blue.

For the groom's brother, if you're feeling bold, polia
dots have made a comeback m ties even though the
groom should stick to a classic.

Wear tuxedo shoes;
they should not be too square, or oo pointy. Round
toed are classic.They should be brand new and shiny so
they look crisp.

THE COLOUR S
BE OF THE SAME

® SKle

LTS GONG \OUT
&uammsmmmﬂ xsnwsm \T \" llll

mmmmm

Re bllC . with derum. Pair with skinewy jeans
‘ and a button down whate shirt.
| ) aFshirtona
\CCESSORIES
J Av I 4\ : p

oraroll
neck sweater with a blazer. A black
velvet blazer always looks good. Try
colours ke robin blue and burgundy
this season.

SOCKS:

This season show your playful side and inject some
!un into )out wardrobe with funky, coloured

SH([S

Boots are really m. Chunkry industrial strength
boots are hitting runways. Tough looking leather
shoes with plenty of attitude, such as military
boots, worn with formal rather than casual
trousers. I¥s all about the oversized, chunky
shoe with thick soles.

SCARVES:

Opt for knitted scarves or the trendy woollen
snood, which can also be worn as a hoodie.
MENS CALF 1L

JL SANDER
LEATHER BOCT $273.00 X2 | PareR MaGNE | 97
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Al of ss are adberturos travellers, with s
fwm‘/rtns Ohr femify wacations are 45«1; B
mt.’;s-;mm nadﬂ

# photoshoet for my T-shirt ‘
A Urher Tirhen”in
o ﬂﬂw’mwx <

292 | o WA



"IN

_Idﬂl'?li:l_'il

plery

i
=
s
[,
=
=
e
e
-
ar
=
L=
o
e
]
=
(-5
o
=
-,
=
—
=
=4
=
=
(=]
=
[

BEAUTY CLINIC & INSTITUTE Lt S e ) ‘f? jg HE(
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Hed b exchusive offers & fmtpete  Fabion Pakistas Loungs %4, Sirajuldullah Rosd,
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13 Cosrenercial Adea, Ciulberg 1II,
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PKDC
LOreal %
Paris Brid
e
o,

ashlon with a [ avy slar
d event with superb ions and
surprlse elements such as Jos uratu-

lain Balouch (QB%\ Mahirah Khan Askari,
Fawad Khan and Meesha Shafi walking
the Ramp. We could not have asked for a

better fashion week. Here we pick the hest
and brightest of Bridal Week.

b
HSY
Ali \eeshan
Nida A\zwer
la sayn
G ama Malik
Rou

L mar Sayeed

Kar




WE'RE ALWAYS EXCITED TO SEE ALI XEE-
SHAN'S COLLECTIONS. HE AKESTHEEXTRA




Dol Dt

REAMA SHOWED

§8 ' ATIMELESS COL-

i LECTION OF TRADI-
TIONAL JEWELLERY
LIKE KUNDAN, POL-

BY | KIAND MEENAKARI
| | AS WELL AS MOD-

. ERN PIECES MADE

: FROM DIAMONDS
. AND PEARLS. A
! BRILLIANT DEBUT.







OVERALL A GREAT
COLLECTION.

MEEZ MAKES A
COME BACK.
WE LOVED THE
DARK LOOK , THE
EXTRAVAGANT
JEWELLERY, THE

< DRAPED SARIS
AND LENGHAS.

=25
2522
BIEZ
35028

WOWED THE AUDI-
ENCE WITH HER

o
zQ

w
wm
=1
(FIRFS)
o
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:
:
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COLLECTION THAT
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AGAIN. A GREAT
JOB BY ROUGE
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W - \ e des

KARMA S/»}p/? Eznbt;—z‘fo

o B i -~

i — NS KARMA JUST GOT IT RIGHT THIS TIME. WE WERE
ENCHANTED BY THE COLOUR COMBINATIONS,
THE SARIS AND THE LENGHAS, EACH OUTFIT
SPOKE VOLUMES AND LOOKED STUNNING ON
AND OFF THE RAMP




/ g ./ 4 £
Woed the fudierce

WITH THE COMBL-
NATION OF BEAUTI-
FUL CUTS AND IN-
TRICATE WORK, (NO
OTHER DESIGNER
CAN MATCH)
UMAR WOWED

US AS EXPECTED

o) # HOWEVER, SOME

OF THE CUTS AND
WORK SEEMED TO
BE FROM PREVIOUS
COLLECTIONS. WE

P WOULD LIKE TO SEE

SOMETHING NEW
NEXT TIME.
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SIMPLICITY & COMFORT CAN MAKE ANY
WOMAN LOOK SEXY BY BEING

N HER

SKIN.WITH THEIR FLOWY SILHOUETTES

OUTTHE TEXTURED

UFE AND STYLE. AN

NATURE OF THE FABRIC AND BRING
COMPLEXITY INTRINSIC TOTODAY'S

UTED

EXTREMELY ORIGINAL AND WELL EXEC
COLLECTION.
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MUSE NEVER LETS US DOWN. FEMININE
CUTSAN)LUX\R’OUSFABRKSMADEEACH

ICE BLUE. FLOSS PINK, SPRINKLED WITH POLKA
DOTS THE COLLECTION COMPRISED OF
FLOOR SWEEPING PLEATED JUMPSUITS AND
BELTED TUNICS. THE FABRICS USED FORTHIS
COLLECTION WERE BASED IN CREPESAND
THE COLLECTION WAS EMBELLISHED WiTH
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ZAHEER ABBAS BLEW US AWAY WITH HS COL- '
LECTION ENTITLED "MYTH", GETTING A CUT RIGHT IS
NOT EASY BUT ZAHEER ABBAS NAILED IT. ALONG WITH
PERFECT USE OF COLOUR AND DRAPERY, HE SHOWED
AN ELEGANT COLLECTION THAT DREW INSPIRA-
TION FROM ELEMENTS OF ART AND ARCHITEC-
TURE ALONG WITH ROMAN SCULPTURES. BASED IN
PURE CHIFFON, THE COLLECTION PRESENTED ATRUE
SYNTHESIS OF INVENTIVENESS AND PRACTICALITY.
ZAHEER ABBAS HAS GAINED CRIMCALACCLAM IN A
SHORT SPAN OF TIME AND IS BEST KNOWN FORTHE
GRACEFUL SIMPLICITY, FLAWLESS CONSTRUCTION
AND ARTISTIC APPROACH IN HIS DESIGINS,
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La nouvelle collection de prestige THG
The new prestigious THG colleclion

%

PARIS - FRANKFURT - MIAMI - MOSCOW - SHANGHAI - LAHORE

rﬁn Rendez-vous d' Interieur Welcome To The Extracrdinary
s Furniture & Intarior Architectura
42-X X (Comm.) Phase 11, DHA, Lahore
el + 92 42 (3) 569 3659, cell + 92 300 8421218

Customized designing and manufacturing in France. k\



Three dynamic women on a ,mlh ofsell
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e often hear the term “wom-
an of substance” for iconic
women like Fatima Jinnah,
Oprah Winfrey, Jane Austen
and Nazia Hasan: all accom-
plished in their own right
and a symbol of strength and
inspiration to their kind. Al-
though these women demand
veneration and awe, I can’t
help but wonder if they fought with their families to pursue an
unconventional career. Did they live through heartbreak and
bounce back believing in love? Was there a time in their lives
when they felt aimless and lost? Since history often cloaks
unglamorous realities such as these, we never quite know if
these women had issues that are real to us. But we are the sum
of our experiences and our mistakes shape our lives just as
much as our triumphs. Paper speaks to three diverse, talented
and beautiful women who believed in themselves and had the
courage to follow their dreams, no matter what the obstacles.
Kiran, Mehreen and Asmaa are worth celebrating as they re-
fused to be confined by conventional stereotypes and instead,
dared to tread the road less travelled.

They told her she was too short and stocky to be a model, yet
Mehreen Raheal stuck her ground to become one, and has
been instrumental in fighting against the concept of size zero
models in Pakistan.

For musician and thespian, Kiran Chaudhry, her whole life
was about academics, climbing the corporate ladder, and living
up to the expectations of a tough and ambitious father who
wanted to see her become the prime minister. Yet one day she
dropped it all to pursue her true calling, music.

Asmaa Mumtaz overcame a painful divorce and emerged
stronger than ever as a superb stylist and entrepreneur. Asmaa
found focus and a platform for creative expression as she
launched ‘The Dresser’ and became the only woman in her
strictly patriarchal family to run her own business.

In each of these three young, enterprising and unique women,
there is a story and struggle that mirrors our own, giving
women everywhere a reason to keep trying and to keep follow-
ing their heart.

The path to self~descovery

f there’s one thing that all three women are dead clear

about, it’s that you must allow yourself to be who you

are instead of being enslaved by others’ expectations.

All three have taken paths of their own choosing and are
nothing short of a success story.

“In terms of music, the keera was always there,” asserts Kiran,
who spent her early years at the Convent of Jesus and Mary

in Islamabad. The school offered ‘a movement to music’ class
that was considered a crucial aspect of early development and
from the age of six to ten Kiran thoroughly enjoyed being able
to sing and dance in that class. “We just used to put the music
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on and dance. It was surprising that the nuns were so hip!”

she says as her laughter fills the room. Kiran has such a rich,
hearty, from-the-gut laugh that the pleasure of any moment
she is describing is almost palpable. It’s something with which
any woman can empathise. When her family moved to Lahore,
Kiran joined Lahore Grammar School, which offered sing-
ing classes with the eminent Ustad Fateh Ali Khan, a maestro
of the Patiala Gharana, who became Kiran’s mentor, both
musically and spiritually. After four years of intensive vocal
training, Kiran completely disconnected with music as her
academics took priority.

From always coming first in class to attending the prestigious
United World Colleges on a scholarship and then acing it with
an undergraduate degree in Philosophy, Politics & Economics
at Oxford, followed by a postgraduate degree in Law, Kiran’s
entire life was geared towards her father’s dreams for her. “My
father toughened me up. At nine, I was afraid of the dark, so he
made me go out alone and lock the house gate every night. He
challenged me all the time, as he wanted to push me to reach
my full potential.” Yet soon enough she began feeling like she
was living someone else’s life. “Working in a top firm in Lon-
don for four years, I found that I had totally become embroiled
in the corporate world but did not have a life. I’ve got a free-
dom bug so it felt great to finally be financially independent,
but I wasn’t truly happy, ”” she admits. So one day, after she
had gathered together some savings and made some sensible
investments, freeing her up to have more control over her

life, Kiran left her lucrative corporate life and returned home
to Pakistan. Even after completely overhauling an unfamiliar
business and generating a massive increase in turnover for her
family’s textile business, Kiran couldn’t shake off the feeling
that this was not her true path. So, once she felt that she had
made a considerable contribution to the business, she turned
again to her first love: music. “Ultimately you have to be true
to who you are,” advises Kiran.

It may seem natural for someone like Mehreen Raheal, daugh-
ter of popular media personality and activist Simi Raheal, to
have forayed into the media, but Mehreen reveals incidents

of how she was turned away by photographers for being “too
fat”. “They would say you don’t have what it takes, you’re not
going to make it. But my mother kept telling me every single
day of my life that I was beautiful and I made up my mind to
pursue my dream of modelling and acting. I thought to hell
with all of you who want to put me down. I believe in myself.
I believe in God and whatever will come to me, will come.”
And so in 1998, Mehreen joined Nabeela’s advertising agency
and got her first project with ICI. Using that as the first step,
she embarked on advertising campaigns with Prestige com-
munications that kindled her ambition and motivated her to
work harder. Now as one of the most recognisable faces in

the fashion industry, Mehreen represents some of the biggest
brands in Pakistan.

As Asmaa Mumtaz began to deconstruct her life, she extrapo-
lated the idea of creating a den for women where they could
feel their best and so came “The Dresser’. “T wanted it to be

a quirky little spa/studio space which feeds your soul and
reflected a certain positive way of life,” Asmaa says. With a
mother who is known for her unique sense of style, Asmaa
tapped into her genes and all her art training at NCA, to con-
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jure up a chic studio of personally crafted organic treatments,
where ingredients are grown and freshly prepared for each
customer. It helped that she was the scion of the famed Fazal
Din pharmaceutical empire as that provided her the space to
develop her products with her father’s lab technicians. Asmaa
researched thoroughly to come up with all the recipes. “I sat
down with my Dad’s lab guys who once created products

for Elizabeth Arden and created a whole line for the studio. I
really wish I had done chemistry, too,” she sighs. The Dresser
not only offers a delicious array of facials, manicures and pedi-
cures, it also has a closet to actually play dress up in; some-
thing you can utilise when you enlist for Asmaa’s personal
styling services, which is her true passion.

The leap of faith

iran started out making music with friends she had
B met at an informal jam session, ‘Brian and Rashid’,
nd then began jamming with every musician in

Lahore that would entertain her. It was during one of these
jam sessions that she heard Adnan play. “I was like, ‘Oh my
God! This guy is really good.” He had soul,” she says. Kiran
had been looking for a guitar player. “Adnan came up me to
and said, ‘If you ever need help with your music let me know,’
and I said, ‘I would really like to jam with you.” So we did
and it was so magical. On the journey you always intuitively
know the ‘this is it” moments. We both felt it,” she says. After
landing a jazz gig at Cosa Nostra’s soft launch, Caramel was
born. Kiran’s mother has been critical to her success. She says,
“As a trained classical singer, my mother used to play music
in the house all the time. Every Sunday her Ustad would come
and I used to just absorb it all. When I came back to Pakistan
and first formed a band, my mother was so supportive; she
came with me to the first few gigs, and always cheered me on.
I don’t know if I could have made this career choice without at
least one parent supporting me wholeheartedly.”

Mehreen is one of Pakistan’s top models with innumerable
commercials to her name. What sets her apart from other
models in the fashion industry is that not only did she refuse
to change her body in order to be accepted; she was one of the
first models who challenged the cliques in the industry (where
models are groomed by photographers and then only allowed
to work with them). As a principle, Mehreen worked with
every photographer in the industry as her emphasis was on the
quality of work. Mehreen did her first television series at the
age of sixteen and never looked back. “The camera and I have
had a rip roaring affair for so many years now. I just love it,”
she says. Recently she starred in
the Indo-Pak collaboration, Virsa.
The film may not have done well
at the box office but her acting was
appreciated immensely. “IT love
that film and I am really proud of
it. It was my first opportunity to
work in India and I learnt so much
from that experience,” she says.

NCA was a reality check for Asmaa, who came from the
Lahore American School, “ My first year at NCA, I cried ev-
eryday like a Kindergartener. It was a bit of a culture shock for
me. There were so many different people from different walks
of life and I really didn’t fit in. I was a pampered (and severely
arrogant) little LAS girl that was used to the good life, thrown

into a sea of weird artsy types who really weren't very nice. It
was a bit like being in jail - I carried around cash and ciga-
rettes to get out of all the ragging. As painful as that first year
was, the next three years grounded me and brought me back
to earth. I met my best friends and mentors that helped me
become who I am today. So in retrospect going to NCA was
one of the best possible things that happened to me.” Asmaa
graduated with honours from NCA with a Bachelors in Fine
Art and went on to study Make-up and Styling at the London
College of Fashion. Despite doing something as niche as per-
sonal styling, business is rolling for this budding stylist with
styling collections at fashion weeks for Maria B and Maheen
Kardar of Karma, both retail queens in their own right. “I’ve
been blessed to have so many great professionals believe in
me. Nickie, Nina, Maria, Maheen and HSY, just to name a few.
I really couldn’t have gotten this far without them,” she says.
Asmaa loves to paint and she plans to introduce an element of
a painter’s workshop at The Dresser, as she believes, “It’s not
just about beauty. It’s about art at the end of the day.”

“ULTIMATELY YOU
HAVETO BETRUE
TOWHOYOU ARE,”
ADVISES KIRAN.

FLvery new begmm g comes from

some other be ginng se

iran and her guitarist, Adnan Sarwar, slowly fell for
B each other as two similar souls on a mutual journey
f self-discovery; shunning old cloaks and donning
new ambitions. Kiran gives Adnan credit for helping her on
the path of self-actualisation and honing her talent. “If it hadn’t
been for Adnan, maybe things would not have happened for
us in the way that they did. He is an entrepreneur with a very
clear vision. He made me realise that Caramel needed to be
commercially viable and sustainable. We bring very different
skill sets to the table and really compliment each other. He
used to tell me I needed vocal training because my singing
wasn’t up to the mark and that used to drive me wild, but if
it weren’t for him, I wouldn’t have taken my vocal training
so seriously. He’s really guided me through everything and
been nothing short of a mentor. I’m really indebted to him for
helping me become who I am today and for believing in me
and taking a chance on me when everyone else thought I was
gambling my life away on a whim. This partnership has sur-
vived through testing times because of the great deal of love
and respect we have for each other,” she says.

As their band grew, so did their relationship, but after being
with each other for just over a year and a half, they felt that
their work had to take precedence over their relationship. “As
two fairly opinionated and strong personalities, we clashed
constantly and while that made
us excel creatively, creating a
fiery mix, it was not the best
thing for a personal relationship,”
admits Kiran. When Kiran and
Adnan broke up, they decided

to part ways professionally as
well. She says, “We went through
six months of hell, because

when emotions are involved, it’s painful. Of course there is

a grieving process but then eventually you come out of it.”
Kiran tried going solo for a while and did well but realised
Caramel was strongest when Kiran and Adnan were together.
“It was just no fun without him; I missed the creative process
we would go through together, I missed having a guide and

a collaborator, who would see things differently from me.

2012 | PAPER MAGAZINE | 127



N DO ana CHEESTIAN
LOUBOUTIN purrps.

128 | pApeR peacane | 2002




s -
= . e

..'. ‘ ._s‘:'- : § ( ‘:‘ -'_'<
"l‘h(‘(am(‘ld (f !

roanng aﬁalr or
f SO any yeals , i
now. | Jusl;l()vmt, v

Q
4 _*
5
- 2002 | parer MacaznE | 129



8
i
:
]




Things started to become stale.” So, they decided to bring
Caramel together again even though their personal relation-
ship was over. “I thought to myself why should we let go of
something that works so well? We were such a great team

so we thought, why lose that? As adults we really have to
learn to get over things and move on. Not every relationship
is forever, and most are there to teach you something about
yourself. So, ‘learn the lesson” and move forward. I think it’s
weird to harbour ill feelings against anyone; it shows that you
haven’t actually learned from the experience and are still stuck
in a limited mindset. Adults should be able to make rational
decisions, and set appropriate boundaries. Hate is just a primi-
tive response by a bruised ego. 1’d like to believe that we are
more evolved that that,” she says. It is so commendable and
refreshing to see two people who were mature enough to stay
together professionally, even after the end of their personal
relationship. Kiran makes a very interesting and thought
provoking point. She says, “We have to get over this ‘the one’
mindset. You really can’t expect one person to fix everything.
It’s too much pressure. You’re ‘the one’ for yourself. Other
people just reflect that self-love that you generate internally
and give to yourself.”

For Asmaa Mumtaz ‘the one’ did exist. “He was my whole
world,” she concurs. So when that relationship fell apart, she
did, too. “When I got married, I believed without a shadow

of a doubt, that this is the man I would spend the rest of my
life with. Divorce is one of the most traumatic experiences
one can have, and I wouldn’t wish it on anyone. There are so
many people involved and they all get hurt in the process,”
says Asmaa with painful candour. She met her ex-husband, the
drummer Farhad Humayun, at NCA while she was in her sec-
ond year and he returned for a project after graduation that re-
quired a woman with long nails. “I starred in his stupid churail
movie,” she recalls. Asmaa and Farhad dated for three years,
were married for four, and after seven years of deep associa-
tion, the relationship fell apart. “Marriage is a commitment,

it was never an option
for me to leave but we
realised that there was
really nothing else we
could do.” Even with
six months of seeing a
therapist together, they
came to the same con-
clusion. “It’s not an easy decision to make, but once you do,
it’s liberating.” Asmaa is an optimist and continues to believe
in love and marriage. She says, “I still believe in marriage. It’s
a celebration of love and commitment. It’s reassuring to see
my parents who have been married for over forty years. [ am
sure they must have had ten years that were really tough but
ultimately they make each other happy and respect each other.
It is beautiful to see that.”

Mehreen has always been a hopeless romantic. “T wanted to
get married since I was five. | was always in search of true
love. For somebody to come and sweep me off my feet,” she
says. When Mehreen and Mohammed fell in love, she realised
they had struck the perfect balance and tied the knot. “We
spent the first year fighting like mad and then things just fell
into place. We have the craziest relationship. I'm like a jack in
the box and he’s very laid back so we are complete opposites
but he’s allowed me to be who I am, and it works both ways,”
she says. Mehreen confesses that life has altered her idea of
“that fairytale love”. She says, “ I am such a romantic soul, but

ALLTHREL HAVETAKEN PATHS OF
THEIR OWN CHOOSING AND

ARENOTHING SHORT OF A
SUCCESS STORY.

I have become so practical. Of course we have those magic
moments but what I cherish most about our relationship is that
we are there for each other through the good and bad times.”
Mehreen is candid about having “manic mood swings” and
says, “I am not an easy person to live with. When you meet me
for ten minutes, you will think ‘Oh! She’s so bubbly and fun’,
but when things are not going my way I am a mess. Moham-
mad has loved me and understood me at my worst and that’s
what makes our bond so strong. That is why I respect him so
much. Now that I am in a good place in my life, I want him to
have me at my very best because he deserves it,” she says.

Its abways darkest b(ﬁ)re the dcauon

n a society where we are taught to hide and cover up,
Iwhere revealing your problems is a sign of weakness at

best, and ammunition for retribution at worst, all three
women are unabashedly open about their personal dilemmas.
“In a society like Pakistan, we are encouraged to lie,” be-
moans Kiran. “You become a good liar just to hold on to your
sanity. Especially as women, we are encouraged to lie about
our boyfriends for instance, because parents or society, don’t
want to know the truth. But the worst thing about lying, in any
way shape or form, is that it cuts you off from who you really
are; you lose yourself in your desire to please or pacify other
people. I had to ‘unlearn’ everything and stop lying to every-
one, including myself,” she says.

Even though life was at an all time high for Kiran during

her period abroad where her career as a lawyer was soaring,
something kept chipping away at her soul until a colleague at
her London law firm (whom she had always thought was a
particularly empowered woman) suggested a ‘life coaching’
course. She says, “At first, [ was so skeptical. I was thinking
self-help is so lame! I don’t need to do this. I’'m way smarter
than this. But it’s unbelievable what it did for me. It’s remark-
able how you can acceler-
ate your own personal de-
velopment so much in just
one weekend; I can safely
say that the person that
walked into that course
was a completely differ-
ent person from the one
that walked out. All in one intense weekend.” Talking about
things in a group forum and sharing other people’s issues and
dilemmas, was truly a life-changing experience for Kiran. She
realised that her story was no different from anyone else’s; that
we all yearn for the same things, we all crave living a life that
is authentic and fulfilling; we all face the same social pres-
sures that lead us to make choices that may not be the best for
us. One particular assignment in the course was a ‘happiness
exercise’, where she had to remember the last moment in her
life that she was truly, ‘ecstatically happy’ and then repeat the
activity that she had been involved in at that time. This took
her back to her fondest memories of holding a hairbrush (as a
mock microphone) in front of the mirror and belting out songs,
as a child. From there on, the pursuit of happiness was clear.

When Asmaa’s marriage fell apart, not only was she devas-

tated, her parents fell apart as well in the collateral damage that
accompanies any divorce. The best thing that she did, she says,
is to seek therapy, not just as an individual but also as a family,
with her parents, too. “In a lot of relationships there is so much
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baggage and bitterness that you need an intermediary to sort
you out. There are patterns of behaviour that we have since
childhood and we don’t realise how damaging they are to us. A
lot of forgiveness happens in therapy that sets you free. We re-
ally need to let go of the stigma attached to seeing a therapist,
and understand that it helps us be stronger, happier people.
Bless my mother for dragging me to one and kudos to my
family for actively engaging in therapy,” she says. Apart from
this personal emancipation, therapy also strengthened her as a
person that allowed her to let go of preconceived notions about
marriage. “You have to be a complete human being before you
get married and not hope for another human being to complete
you because that is unrealistic and cannot happen. That said, |
still believe whole heartedly in marriage and committing your
whole life to another person, I just have a more realistic view
of it,” Asmaa says.

Mehreen was a rebellious teenager. She recalls, “Adolescence
was a very difficult time for me because my father was away
most of the time and my mother and I didn’t get along as we
were constantly at loggerheads. I had lost track of who I was.
There was a turning point in my life; I was out late with my
friends and when I came back I saw my mother on the prayer
mat, crying. She used to worry about me and wait up for me
every night, but she never uttered a word, as she was scared of
how I would react. That was the moment I decided I could not
put my mother through that. I realised I was trying too hard

to fit in and I didn’t like the person I had become. Slowly but
surely I started spending more time with my family instead

of phony friends and found happiness in taking care of my
family, which was extremely rewarding.” It was during the
same tumultuous period that Mehreen was trying to get a
break in the fashion industry. In order to appease the fashion
and modelling industries, she embarked upon a grave quest to
shed weight. “It came down to the point where I stopped eat-
ing completely because everybody said I was fat. The lightest
I have been is 79 pounds, which made me look sick. When I
wasn’t working I was sleeping since I had no energy. [ was
going through bouts of severe depression. My mother sent me
to a psychiatrist who prescribed medicines which actually trig-
gered off a worse reaction than before.” Eventually Mehreen
learnt that success comes only with knowing and accepting
oneself and her career is proof of that.

The future s bright , the ime is now

ne of the first things one notices about Kiran is her
Opositive energy. “The world is my oyster and it feels

great,” she exclaims. “It’s a far cry from the corpo-
rate law world and I’'m glad I pursued my passion. Learning
new things is challenging but it always excites me. I think
we, as adults should never let go of that childlike wonder and
curiousity. I feel like I’ve squeezed all I could possibly have
out of life thus far. That has been the underlying aim for me,
to squeeze all the juice, the sweetness and goodness of out of
life and really savour it,” she says. Although Kiran’s talent
could lead her anywhere in the world, her immediate future
will most likely take her to India. “We would love to do more
work in India because they actually have an industry and it is
booming. Also, they understand and appreciate quality. There’s
also this curiosity about Pakistan. So, you’re going to see a
lot more international collaborations, and I see myself as part
of that movement,” she says. Kiran is committed to being a
singer, but knows that she has just gotten started and that her
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path could take her in many directions. “This is just the begin-
ning of a long journey,” says Kiran, “and I am happy to walk
that path in a natural way and not over-plan it.” Club Cara-
mel’s first album is yet to be launched, as they are releasing it
single by single.

With an enviable portfolio of television commercials, plays
and films, Mehreen’s set her eyes on opening up her own
restaurant. “I want to start a restaurant which is like a little
knowledge factory with tons of books so people can read
while being spoilt by yummy food. I have started working on
developing my own recipes, as I love to cook.” While that is
Mehreen’s long-term goal, for now she is thoroughly enjoy-
ing her time in the media. “ I love being in front of the camera
and don’t want to give it up right now,” she admits. Mehreen
advises young girls to live their dream but “think about where
you are heading. Modelling is not going to be a permanent
thing so you need to have a back up plan.”

Asmaa is optimistic about the future. “Life has been great, |
don’t have any regrets, nor can I complain. I’'m super lucky

to have a great support system of amazing family and friends.
I’ve learnt from my mistakes and become a lot stronger as a
person. I have realised I must stand on my own two feet. When
you are in your twenties, you are in the process of finding
yourself; who you are, what you want, what you want to be.
There are a lot of external factors and people that can play on
your feelings. After thirty and after therapy, you gain a con-
fidence and belief in yourself which equips you to deal with
people and situations better,” she says. Asmaa advises young
women to accept and embrace themselves. She says, “Ulti-
mately your attitude towards life determines your success and
happiness and how good or bad you look and feel. Your way
of life, what you eat, what you think, all shows on your face.
This is something my mother has always taught me. If you
harbour negative feelings, those negative feelings will show on
your face, corrupt your aura and energy and just make you feel
horrible. So you must always remain positive, work hard at
whatever you do and give it your best. If it doesn't work out —
let it go. Learn from it. Believe in yourself. Be patient and just
keep working. That’s what people overlook because they do
everything in a rush for the money or the fame. At the end of
the day your target should be to produce good work and make
a difference.” Asmaa is working on offering her delicious
organic products for retail soon and we can’t wait.

Meeting these dynamic women, it is clear that if you are afraid
of failing, if you are not prepared to be wrong, you won’t
come up with anything original. If none of them had ever
made the mistakes they made, if they hadn’t loved and lost, if
they hadn’t swayed off course, they wouldn’t be who they are
today. The secret to their success has been to learn from their
mistakes and emerge even stronger than before. Each of these
three divergent journeys embody essentially the same pursuit
and the story of every young woman: a discovery of the self,
being comfortable in one’s own skin, having a dream and no
fears of where the pursuit of true happiness would take them.
Kiran, Mehreen and Asmaa dared to take a leap of faith, they
believed in themselves and followed their hearts. These three
girls are an inspiration to all women as despite the odds they
worked hard to make a success of their lives and live life on
their own terms. Here’s to hoping more women can be like
these empowering role models, who are proof of the fact that
hard work paves the way for success and the journey is most
definitely worth it. o






IS THE US GOVERNMENT THE BIGGEST FINACIER OF IT'S OWN ENEMY?
-~ ISFANDIAR KASURI GIVES US AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS

n 1982, Ronald Reagan declared, “Just as the
Columbiz (space shuttle), we thank, represents
man's finest aspirations in the field of science
and technology so 100 does the struggle of the
Afghan people represent man’s highest asparations
for freedom. | am dedscating, on behalf of the
Amencan people the March 22n0d baunch of the
Columbaa to the people of Afghanistan.” Hollow
words, these were not. By 2001, the US govem-
ment had admuitted that dunng the 1970% and
1980, $6 Billson m military aid and weaponry had been provided

to the vanous fundamentalist lamsc groups m Afghanistan. Today,
according to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, the US is fighting the
same people that “we funded 20 years ago because we were locked m
this struggle with the Soviet Union.” Such acknowledgements of past

lack of forcsaght might be reassurng if, i fact, a policy comrection bad Georgetown, Wardak was a recipient of Amencan Enterpase Instinate

been made. Unfortunately for the war tom people of Afghansstan and
now Pakistan, the US government aloag with its client governments
10 Sauds Arabia, Afghanistan and Pakistan, continne to bankroll the
Taliban war effort at an alanming rate,

The largest fimancier of the Taliban, musch to the “alleged™ chagnn of
its US allies, is the Kinpdom of Saudi Arsbia, the country that pro-
vades Amenca the ot] # needs to mun sts V8 engines. As Stuart Levy,
a Treasury Undersecretary told a senate heanng committee back in
2008, “Saund: Arabaa today remains the location where more money is
ROIng to terronsm, to Sunmi terror groups and to the Talsban than any
other place i the world" Clearly US support for Sandi Arabaa, and

CODMANSAGHS | =
BANK OF AMERICA,
CITIGROUP AND

Levy. This could
not be farther
from the truth
though, as s
evident by US
financial dealings
with the Taliban
theough the guise
of “natson busld-
g in Afghani-

WACHOVIA ET AL HAVE
FINANCED EVERYONE
FROM ENRON TO
0BAMA

stan. A young
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i and a clear headed thanker and wnter™

BY ISFANDIAR KASUR! @

i Afghan neo-comservative by the name of Hamed Wardak, owner and

CEO of NCL. Holdangs had, as acclaimed mvestigatyve joumalist

Aram Roston descnbed, “hit pare contracting gold”. A gradwate of

mdoctnaation. The son of the sitting Afghan Defence Minaster, Abdul

¢ Rahim Wardak, was busy tuming Kabul into his own litthe Wall Street
i In short, be was one of six US contractors that were paying protec-

tion moaey (ia the mult-qualbions of dollars) to the Talsban i crder

i 1o secure safe passage for US supply convoys (everything from toilet
i paper to assault nfles) on thetr way to Forward Operating Bases from

the north. On NCL Holdings” Advisory Board sat Milton Bearden,
descnbed by Senator Johan Kemry as, “a legendary CIA case offacer
Indeed, the company profile
ilkustrases USAID's notion of the credentials 2 “local™ mmplementing

i partner i Kabul should have

i In 2009, reports finally began to susface that suggested as mnch as

10% of the Pentagon’s logistics contracts had made their way into the
hands of the wsusgents. The amounts are stagpenng. Even the US

¢ Military has confirmed m a report it released m Angust 2011 that a not

so paltry sum of $350 Millzon has made its way mto Tabban coffers
On this basss alone, the US Govenument is now wnequivocally one of
the lasgest financiers of its own declared enemy. In fact, to add salt to
Stuart Levy's wounds, the country he sdentifhed as the most mpor-
tant financier of the Taliban (above his own country). 1s also on the
receiving end of a $60 ballion dollar amus deal. only the largest m US

i history. Quite obvicusly. the Saudis’ naust be domg somethmg nght by
 Washington.

¢ Enter Pakastan. A perenmaal recapeent of US military and civilian aid,



the country’s mling chite, malitary and civilian, have mutured the Tak- |
ban from its infancy 1o adulthood. They have also cowered before US |
officials since Pakistan’s inception. Whether in power or not. political |

leaders spend nch time shuttling back and forth from Washington,
aither beggang for moncy or for another opportmity to take powerin |
Islamabad. The “Decp State™ is no exception. It should come as no
surprise that the US Government is the Pak Anmy’s largest external
source of direct investment. Accordmg to a Tunes of India report

dated August 17th 2011, Pakastan’s malitary 1s scheduled to recerve
$1.3 Billion m 2011 and $1.6 Billson m 2012, The money continues

and whose stocks are traded on Wall Street,

A Wall Sereet that was bailed out by the
White House no less. A Whate House
whose own Chief of Seaff Bill Daley’s
previous job was to serve as Vice Chainnan
of JP Morgan Chase, a financial institution
that, besides financing WMD manufactarers
like Raytheon, Lockheed Martin and others,
was Col. Qaddhafi's own personal banker
to the tune of some $500 Millson. Goldman
Sachs, Bank of Amenca, Citigroup, and
Wachovia et al have financed everyone from
Enron to Obama to Mexico's dnag cartels,
agam in the hundreds of millions of dollass.
Wall Street lobbyists on K Street financed
the electson campasgns of both John Mc-
Cain 2nd Barack Obama in 2008 - almost
half of their top 20 camspaign contnbutors
were the same financial instinations. Clearly
there is ample precedent for funding both
sides of an election or even a conflict.
Senator Prescott Bush, the grandfather of Pressdent George Bush,
profited from business dealings with the Nazs until his company was
shut down under the Trading with the Enemy Act in 1942, Around

¢ the same time, US Standard Oil (now Exxon-Mobil and Chevron),

m conjunction with another German company named I. G. Farben,

i provided the Luftwaffe the synthetsc otl it needed to put its Blitzkneg,
! or “Lightning War
! more than 60,000,000 dead in World War 11, a state of perpetual war
contumes.,

" to the test in Europe. More than 60 years on and

THE WINDS OF HOPE FOR CHANGE HAVE BLOWN

THROUGH THE US AND ARRIVED IN PAKISTAN. FOR THE MOMENT,
IMRAN KHAN PERSONIFIES THIS HOPE.

10 pour in. despate the persastent allegations being hurled at the 151 E
for playmng a double game in Afghansstan. Thas view 1s erystallised
by the specific. yet unsubstantiated allegations of ISI mvolvement in
the attack on the US Embassy in Kabul and for providing sanctuary
to Osama Bin Laden. Clearly. this notion was Jost on Time Maga-
zme, when 1t named ISI Chief Shuga Pasha as one of the 100 most
influenitial people on carth carbier thas year. But then, why shouldn'tit |
be. Undemeath the smoke screem of accusations, the people at Time
Magazine understand that Pakistan and Sandi Arabia (albeit at a much |
smaller kevel) are merely playing the same double game that their i
benefactors in Washington are. Benefactors who are not beholden 10
the Amencan people as envissoned by Thomas Jefferson but rather |
10 the “mikitary industrial complex™ and the financial istitutions and
multmational corporations that support it.

'

Mayor General Smedley Butler put 1t succinetly m 1935 when he
wrote, “War is a racket. 1t has ahways been.™ Referring 1o himself
as a “Gangster for Capitalismn™, Smedicy was awarded the Medal

of Homour twice and fought on behalf of the war profiteers 1 Cuba,
Hooduras. Haiti, World War I and China. That he self admittedly
“helped in the rapang of half a dozen Central Amencan republics for
the benefit of Wall Street™ should be quite alarming given the contin-
ved tragectory of “defence spendng™ a decade mnto the 215t Cenntury.
Since 2006, the US govemment has offered almost $1.4 Trllion 10
defence contractors, all of whach requare substantial finance capital

The Taliban, wewed = this corporatist light, and the three decades

i of perpetual warfare they have guaranteed in the region. have made

i ehite sectors of socsety m each country that is a party to the conflict,

i wealthser than ever. One thing is clear. If there is ever to be an end to
i astate of perpetual warfare, the greedy capstalists that Smedley Butler
i spoke of, the ones that funded the Nazis and now the Taliban need to

be stopped. That this disease has spread to every mapenal nation on

i earth, inchuding Pakistan, makes thas task that much more herculean.

Two wise men cnce presented a problem, “stark and dreadful and
mescapable: shall we put an end to the human race: or shall mankind
renounce war?” Bertrand Russell's and Albest Einstein’s choice is as
relevant today as it was when WMDs were first mvented. The winds
of hope for change have blown through the US and amived in Paki-
stan. For the momsent, Imean Khan personifics this hope. Let us hope
then, that unlike Presadent Obama, his brand of “hope™ accounts for
the aspirations of the people he aims to lead and not the war profiteers
m Ayesha Siddiga's “Military Inc,” or Eisenhower’s Milstary Industnial

¢ Complex. Let us also hope that he can stand up to this juggemans

i of multinational corporations that have, as Magor General Smedley

i Butler put it, ensured that, “the few prosper and the many pay.” The
i mow worldwide Occupy Wall Street movement is a step in the nght

i direction. In the meantime though, make no mistake: the men behand
i the curtams love the Taliban and for good reason. Whatever else you
¢ might have beard, money does grow oa trees in Kabul. @
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PAPER CEDEBRATES 11 INDIVIDUALS WI—KHAVE WON OUR
HEARTS AND CAPTURED OUR IMAGINATIONS IN 2011.
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Ol /f\' MOBEEN ANSARI
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The investigative journalist
and documentary film maker
recerved the 2011 Interna
tional Emmy Award for her
documentary 'Pa -
Talban Generation’. She is
the first Pakistan: to receive
an Oscar nomenation for
‘Saving Face’, a documen
tary chronicling the work of
a Brtish Pakistani pl
surgeon anding v

acd attacks in P.

Rooting for Sharmeen to win
the Oscar!
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Cricketer-turned-politician
Imran Khan has emerged

as a strong contendor i
Pakistan! politics after two
highly successful rallies in
Lahore and Karachi which
were attended by hundreds
of thousands of supporters
from 2 age groups and
socio-economic backgrounds.
Imran Khan has become a
symbol of hope for 2 nation
tired of sufiering at the
hands of ope corrupt govern-
ment after another.
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 Abdul Sattar Edhi

an all Pakistanis are

proud of, Abdul
i has spent his life

ice of others. In
@r 2011, Edhi was

ged for a nomina-

Prize. He truly is one of the
ghinspirational figures in




Talented and versatile, this
moded, singer and actor is
set to star in Mira Nair's
new directorial venture
based on Mohsin Hamid’s
novel The Reluctant Fun-
damentalist’, Meesha will
also be lending music to the
film along with her husband
Mahmood Rahman,
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Shehzad ROY \ POH W COURITSY SHEMZAD ROY

Shehzad Roy started hes career as a musican and used hes
popularity to ramse political and socal awareness. In 2002 he
established Zindagi Trust, a non-profit education foundation
working to provide quality education to underprinieged chilkdren
in Pakzstan. He is one of the youngest-ever recpeents of the

Tamgha-e-Imtiaz and has also been awarded the Sitara-e-Eisaar.

=

Omran Shafique

This talented musician, composer and guitarist plays guitar/
vocals in the Pakistani band Mauj and co-Ven, and also plays
guitar for Pakistani rock-star Ali Azmat. Mauj won the award
for Best Artist at the Lux Style Awards 2011 for their album
‘Technicolor’,

CHOGERAINM COUIRTILSY AMMARA HIKMAT
His versatility is unmalched. He has pursued interests in
painting, modelling, singing, and has gained much recognition
for hes acting ability with his Bollywood film "Mere Brother Ki

{ Dulhan’ alongside Imran Khan and Katrina Kaif. He is currently |

composing music and lyrics for his new upcoming Bollywood

film, 'London, Paris and New York'.

s i)
PHOTOGRAPH IRFAN YOUNAS

| Pakistan's top tennes player s the only Palastani to reach the final of

a grand slam (both mesed doubles and men's doubles at the US Open
in 2010). In 2011, Aisam and hes doubles partner Bopanna ( The Indo-
Pak express) won the ATP Workd Tour i Paris and the Thadand Open. |
Arsam was also nominated for the Stephen Edberg sportsmanshp

award alongside stars ke Federer, Nadal and Diokowic.
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Moin Khan

Tired of the negative portrayal of Palastanss in the international media, 25-year-old Moin Khan decided to do something
about it. So began his solo motorcycle journey from the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, California to Lahore, Pakistan.
On his 6-month adventure, Mosn Khan travelled over 20,000 miles and persevered through accidents and broken nibs, and
successfully completed his 'Different Agenda’.

HOGIAMN PAYYAZ ANMED

Mahirah began her career as a popular video jockey on MTV and went on to star in Shoaib Mansoor’s "Bol’
vv. In 2011 Mahira's much-acclaimed lead role in the hit drama series ‘Humsafar® was arguably her best
work yet. Mahirah shines at everything she does.
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One of the bravest young
women in Pakistan, Human
Rights First honoured
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THE GOMBATANTS’

WARRIORS DRESS FOR BATTLE, BU'[ GENTLEMEN DRESS FOR DINING. '

Kent.

.
- WSK WAS THE ACADEMIC HIT-MAN

Blue flat-fronts, dark tan dress-boots, and a V-cut grey
corduroy jacket on a self-patterned white button-down
shirt with a powder blue tie, all (except the boots) from
Republic by Omar Farooq. But his deep blue Superman
socks were his mojo. Very professorial thug meets Clark

o .4

a power hunch.

s

<.
- SMQ WAS THE CLASSIC ENGLISH-ARISTOCRAT

Dressed for a short morning of work and a long afternoon
of tennis-watching: Single-breasted biue blazer with
pleated khakis, tan Oxfords and a pink button-down shirt.
His cufflinks were sterfing and impeccably mute. Very
basic, very impressive, very old school, and very solid for

b
-

The Logic:
Why go Versus
SMQ?

Because SMQ is debatable, and I love
debates. Because SMQ was the first
major ‘electable’ to cross over from
the ‘dark side’ of the PPP to Imran’s
crusade - but only AFTER Khan's
magic show of October 30th - which
makes me not doubt, but at least ques-
tion his mtentions.

The
Battlefield:
Where We

Opium. The latest Thai haunt i
Lahore. Imagine Bangkok's upper-
middle tier famuly resto, but create

it in Gulberg 111 and throw in some
classy. hand-etched architecture
(Note to retterate: arclatecture and
NOT interior design. which we found
randomly brilliant but also slightly
distasteful, especially their gridded
out central table-and-chair ensemble
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that looked like a cross between an
arport waiting-lounge and a class-
room). SMQ and I indulged in a

encounter when you're facing off

Southem Punjab.

'I'he Arrival:

How He Made
an Entrance

SMQ was late. By 40 minutes. And
he didn't apologise. I would exact
revenge by stretching the sit-down
by an hour.

The Order:
Who Ate What?

As the host, I deferred the order to
SMQ. and Qureshi dodged judg-
ment by asking the Maitre d” hus
recommendations. The suggested
soup and Firecracker Prawns for
starters were quite forgettable, but
impressively complimented by

six (soy, chill-garlic. sesame. fish
¢t1c.) delicately procured sauces.

three-course meal, for that’s the type
of Rocky diet it takes for a 15-round

against the heavyweight champion of

The most fun we had was sharng
our ooh-and-aah moments over the
beautifully wrapped Chicken m Toya
Leaves and the cunously constructed
Wasabi Crusted Prawns. The Clulli
Basil Rice needed more chilli and
basil, but had its heart (or s it starch)
in the right place. However, the
Chilli Garlic Chicken was a bad call
from a yet-to-leam-how-to treat-
restaurant-reviewers Maitre d°, for

it was nothing more than the sort of
sticky stir-fry college students can
chum out at the last minute if they
see munchy-time approachmg and a
bottle of Kikoman lying around.

We counldn’t commment on the fish
and’or noodles because the chicken-
loving Maitre d’ failed to recom-
mend any. Still, our bottom-line is
that we like Opium, but order at
your own nisk, be creative, and don't
take all the reconunendations of the
staff sertously. SMQ mamtamed that
“everything was very good™ but then
the restaurateur is also an Astchiso-
nian Old Boy, and Old Boys — as all
Lahons well know - watch out for
Old Boys.



AT TTELTAECTTETLEADAARTECERECRTEPECREEREEEECEEDERELELR b

HIEECCCCEEE P EEEEEEREEEEEERER R EEEE TP EEEE R EEET R EEERER R EEEE TP EEETEITTEEEET L TTETA

i

BY WAJAHAT 5. KHAN %

nor to lunch, I had never met him, person-
ally. Of course, I had seen him walk like a
disdamful, ssling Moses through the sea
of correspondents at the Foreign Office dur-
g his hey day as Pakistan’s envoy to the
world from 08 to ‘11, but I was expecting the handshake
to be stronger, and was pleasantly surprised that it was not
a pump of over-compensating machismo. Still, Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi reminds me of a sharp, trusted fnend from
school who was smart, even nerdy enough to be a physi-
cian, but ended up going to Wall Street to become a hedge-
fund manager. He still made a Killing, because he was rock
solid, intellectually. and tactical enough 1o survive in a
battle space different from the one we always thought he
would choose to find his challenges in. Upon meeting him
recently however. it was clear that everything about him
now 1s sunply contrived. He has the well-heeled, polished
finishing of the cool Upper West Sider. but he's not cool.

WSK: NOW THAT THE GIG WITH THE PPP IS OVER, WHAT'STHE
NEW AND IMPROVED, 2012 MODEL UPGRADED AND WISER
SMQ -THE NEW HOPE OF THE PTI'S PUNJAB STRATEGY - UP
TO NOW?

SME: Well. One is 1 politics for a purpose. Not just to be in of-
fice. And I was closely associated with Moktarma Benazir Bhutto
She was very kind to me and I had a very good rapport with her

1 felt this time she wanted to make a change. This time, she was
very keen to do something for postenty. Not just become Prime
Minister for the third time. Unfortunately, the way she went, it was
very tragic, and she was not given the opportusity, you know, to do
50. The people who succeeded her, unfortunately, have po vision.
No agenda. No plan.

See, this was my problem with SMQ from the very first ques-
tion. I threw him a soft ball and be could have sald anything he
wanted to. He could have sald that he's humbled by power. He
could have said that he wants real change, from the grassroots
(which his PTI Is pushing for). He could've said he's a grand-
father now and finally sees the Hght. He could’ve even sald that
he was never golng to climb higher than he got in the PPP. He

He's a piece of installation art in animation and the flesh
He's not supposed to be doing what hie’s doing or look-
g like he’s looking. And he’s not really the man he has
become.

SMQ 1s that guy. He could be the Perfect Pir, but [ can’t
say if he is the Perfect Leader. And it 1sn't because hus
Aitchison/ Cambridge background, compounded by
brilliant Urdu debating and sheer Multam prowess. gets
spiked by the party-switching practicality of a thorough-
bred politico who survives because hie has to. Rather. the
construction of hus self-willed polity 1s so super-glued by
effort. by trving. by overdomg the act and over-preparing
humself. that one is forced to admit that SMQ might be a
damn good politician. just not a natural one. Thus, he’s
0ot a senious contender, but a very able co-pilot. A solid
backstop. A dependable wingman. A grand vizier. But not a
Moghul Emperor. Consider.
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was headed in that direction, it seemed, after his first sentence.
But then he went into campaign mode, He took potshots at
Zardari and Co. Futile potshots, because I wasn’t hosting a TV
show. I was having lunch with him. He should’ve gone for im
pression, not votes. But he's so mechanical in his approach, so
over-prepared in his demeanor, that he didn’t do what you do
with a soft ball: nudge it anywhere you want, not slam it for an
over-kill. Se 1 changed gears. He wanted to be on a talk show?
Fine. We would do a talk show.

WSK: BACK UP A BIT. FOR A CAMBRIDGE GRAD, FOR ONE
OF THE MOST POLISHED MEN IN THE BUSINESS, WHERE
DOES THE WHOLE ARE-MUREEDI ANGLE STILL COME IN?
WHAT IN THE WORLD 1S A CHAP FROM CORPUS CHRIST)
COLLEGE DOING SELLING URSBASED POLITICS QUT OF
MULTAN?

SMQ: Accident of birth. Bom mito a family. which has a spinitaal
followmng. As the cldest son so 1 inherited that responsibility. |
want to use that 1o promote a moderate Islam because what my
ancestors did was that they preached Iskam, but it was an Islam of
tolerance. of understanding, of moderation. My ancestor, Sheikhul
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Islam Hazrat Bahauddin Zakna, came and sat next to a Mandi,
one of the older Mandirs in the subcontinent, i Multan, one of
the oldest living cities in the subcontinent. Without touching upon
it, without uprooting it or destroying it, he set up a Magjid, and
converted people through persuasion. That I think was a mes-
sage that needs to be very strongly projected because today one
fears there is a fundamentalist clement that is trying to take over
society. And they are trymng to presenbe a version of Islam that we
do not subsenbe to. 1 think the Sufi order of this country, and the
Mashaikh i Pakistan, can play a very significant role in taking on
the extremes and reversing extrenxsm in Pakistan, and m protect-
ing Pakistan from Talibanisation

Wow. The thing about politicians - good politicians - is that
they know the secret of interviewing: Don't answer the ques-
tion to admit, but answer it to win. And if vou can't win, then
change the framework of the question. Make it bigger. Make
it eritical. Make it existential. Fight the big fight. SMQ, with
his beautiful conversion of what is a no-brainer critique (that
he's using his dynasty/religion/cult base in Multan to basically,
well, survive as a political eatity — which means that be takes
clear advantage of the fact that his constituency essentially
worships him, perhaps literally) did just that.

As political hardball depends on the pre-requisite to disarm
your opponent, and as my opponent is considered the most
articulate public speaker of his generation, I did what I was
supposed to do: change the conversation, again,

WSK: THEEK HAI BACK UP A BIT. GO TO CAMBRIDGE. WHAT
DID YOU READ THERE?

SMQ: Law and History, *79 to '83.
WSK: ANY ADVENTURES?
SMQ: (Silence)

WSK: GIRLFRIENDS? FAST CARS? DRUGS? ROCK AND
ROLL?

SME: (Controlled laughter) Believe you me, I went from Paki-
stan, and the pace (he checks himself), the academic pace over
here, I mean, there was no companson. So there was a lot of slog-
ging involved and just to hand i your tutorials in time was a lot
of work, And sports.
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WSK: WHAT DID YOU PLAY?

SMQ: | played squash and hockey over there and a bit of row-
ing. But it was too cold to get up in the moming and row. so

I gave it up. But the deal with my parents was that I had to be
back every chance I got. So my Christmas vacation. I was m
Pakistan. My Easter vacation, | was i Pakistan. My sumaner
vacation. I was i Pakistan. So [ stayed in touch.

This is why you have to love journalism. You get the coun.
try’s former foreign minister to admit that he was a good
boy on campus because school was tough. You get Southern
Punjab’s premier alpha-male to complain that it was the
tough winter of England that caused him to drop out of crew
practice. Finally, some personality!

WSK: THE YEAR YOU WENT TO CAMBRIDGE. '79, WAS
THE YEAR BHUTTO WAS HANGED. SOME ADHERENTS
OF YOURS COMPARE YOU TO BHUTTO. HELL EVEN I'M
STRETCHED ONCE IN A WHILE TO COMPARE YOU TO ZAB.
BUT IS IT FAIR TO SAY THAT YOU ALSO LOOK UPTO HIM?

SMQ: Ome felt that we had a Jot in common. He was from a rural
background from Larkana. 1 was from a rural background from
Southern Punjab, There 15 a cultural stmalanity between the south
of Punjab and Sindh. Language. Tradstrons. You know bohat see
cheezen. Then, Oxbrdge. He went to Oxford and [had] a passion
for politics. So yes. onc was mmpressed. and one idolised hun. Awr
public oratory. Anr unka apraa andaa:z baat karnay ka. He was
very different.

WSK: SO DID YOU START MODELING YOURSELF, CON-
SCIOUSLY OR SUBCONSCIOUSLY AROUND HIM?

SME: Subconsciously, yes, I did.
I see an opening, and for SMQ, it’s a big one.

WSK: LET'S GO BACK TO '79. BHUTTO IS KILLED AND YOU'RE
IN COLLEGE. WAS THERE ANY SORT OF ACTIVISM? ANY
PROTESTS? ANY WRITING? ANY REFLECTIONS? AS A
PAKISTANI STUDENT, DID YOU END UP ENGAGING IN PAM-
PHLETEERING, PROTESTING, POETRY, VIGILS ON CAMPUS
FOR A POLITICAL CAUSE? AFTER ALL YOU WERE IMPRESSED
BY BHUTTO

SMQ: Honestly. no. 1 didn't get involved.

WSK:THAT'S STRANGE, ISN'T IT? | MEAN YOU ARE FROM A
POUTICAL FAMILY.YOU'RE IN CAMBRIDGE.YOU'VE SEEN
BHUTTO.YOU'RE MESMERISED BY HIM AND HE IS HANGED
AND YOU SIMPLY COMPLETE COLLEGE AND HAND IN YOUR
TUTORIALS? AND THEN YOU KEEP COMING BACK WHEN
JA IS KICKING INTO GEAR. DIDN'T YOU THINK CAMBRIDGE
WAS THE RIGHT PLACE TO GET POLITICALLY ACTIVATED?

SMQX: (Pauise) As 1 sand. I had gone with an objective that
here's an opportunity that God’s given me. So that’s where |
got involved. And frankly. it was challenging. For example. onc
had been to college here and there was never a need to go to the
library [in Pakistan). Wahan, library kay baghair gucara hota
naheen tha.
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For me, this is where his veneer cracked. For a moment -
couldn’t believe it. For much of the PPP’s leadership from ZAB,
BB and down to even the GT Road warriors like Babar Awan -
student politics is the beginning of the beginning. It is the raison
d’etre of their socialism, the genesis of their jiyala DNA, the ball-
mark of their ingrained center-leftism. They start young, those
Piplis. That's what makes their passion and naivete so adorable.
But here's SMQ, at a pivotal point of history i.e. 1979 - the year
the Old Pakistan ended and Different Pakistan began - and he's
in a unique position to pull a Chaudhry Rehmat Ali off in Cam.-
bridge, of all places, and all be does is huddle in the library. The
good Chaudhry, if one recalls, also at Cambridge five decades
before Qureshi, coined the term Pakistan, fighting the frigidity
of winter that SMQ complains about, and engaging in heated
debates that led to imagining the critical mass that we are living
in today. That’s where the doubt set in. It was clear that SMQ
went to Cambridge to study for a degree, not to change as a
social thinker. As a romantic for politics, I was disappointed.
That's where the heat seemed to turn itself on.

WSK: AND THEN YOU CAME BACK. AND CONTESTED THE
1985 ELECTIONS UNDER ZIA. WHO WERE YOUR PATRONS IN
THAT ELECTION? OBVIOUSLY, THERE WERE NO PARTIES.

SMQ: We were fighting on our own stcam.

WSK: BUT THE CRITICISM IS THAT THE 2IA REGIME ONLY LET
AN APPROVED LOT OF FOLKS IN, ONLY THE PEOPLE IT HAD
GIVEN A THUMBS UPTO GOT ELECTED.

WSK: SO NO ZIA BACKING AT ALL?
SM&: Naheen.

And here’s where his weakest defense came through, SMQ
could have admitted that back in the hell that was 1985, the
initial approval of Zia and his henchmen was essential to play
the game, and he could have complicated that admission by
saying that one has to be in the system to change the system, and
that would have been enough, because it’s the truth. Instead,
SMQ weaved an over-civilised, under-cooked argument, and hid
behind the fact that he was not the only green lit combatant of
the "85 elections.

SMQ: Us zamaane main un koa interest tha kay nae log acen, aur
nae logon ko enconrage kar rahe thay. A lot of new people canse in
*85. And a lot of those people are now the semor politscal leadershap
of the country. Nawaz Shanif ko lay lain. Nisar Ali Khan ko lay Lein.
Bohat say aizay log hain jo aaj aap ko dikahee day rahay hain.
Q-leaguc ko lay lain. Chandhries ko lay lain. Sindh may lay lain.
Frontier may lay lain. So a lot of people who came m "85 arc now
the senior political leadership of the country. Tan, dikkat maksoos
nakeen hoee. One contested the non-party clection and won.

What a dodge: Line up the other Zia babies and act like the
adult in the collective, This was a good time to take a diversion.
The entrées had arrived. SMQ, I discovered to my disappoint-
ment, is not a chopsticks man. He's not a big experimenter of
sauces either. Whether on.guard or not, he's a slow, deliberate
eater. His napkin never came into play, and he forgot to remind
his waiter about delivering his Coke, but I didn’t mind interven.
ing. As we moved through our Siamese maze, opting out of the
mainstream of over-prepared arguments seemed like a good
idea: We would go fishing on the banks of the tangent.
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WSK: LETS COME BACK TO '85.YOU'RE A DAD.YOU'VE
GRADUATED.YOU RE A MEMBER OF PARUAMENT.YOU RE
REORGANISING YOUR CONSTITUENCY. WHAT'S THE NEXT BIG
EVENT?

SMQ: My mother’s illness. She was a very strong personality and
1 was extremely close to her. When she was diagnosed with cancer
it was quite a shock. And then her treatment. One had 10, you know,
run around hospitals, radiation. treatment. 1 spent a lot of tune in
England because of ber treatment. So that was an additional preoc-
cupation and the realisation came that she was not going 1o be there

for long.
WSK: HOW WAS THAT?

SMQ: That was tough (and this 1s where he came across as being
very honest). I spent as much time as possible with her. I had other
siblings as well, but fortumately. she gave me a lot of time. and a lot
of love and attention. She has played a pivotal role in making me
what I am today. When she was suffering the pain and the discase, |
was suffering the emotional travana.

WSK: SORRY ABOUT YOUR LOSS. REALLY. BUT BECAUSE
YOU'RE A PUBLIC FIGURE, I'M GOING TO MAKE A POLTICAL
CONNECTION HERE.THAT STORY...THOSE DETAILS...SOUND,
ALMOST EXACTLY UKE THE PLIGHT OF...YOUR CHAIRMAN.
LKE KHAN SAHIB.

And here’s why I have to like SMQ. On hearing the Imran

reference, on seecing the chance to go political from the personal,
he switched on. Transformed. Upgraded his energy levels. From

genuine introspection and damning pathos, the campaigner was
back. In a millisecond, with the perfect answer.

SMQX: Yes. Sure. That's why. when we [him and Imran] met, before
be even entered politics, one knew his family and has situsation. He

WSK: DID YOU INTERACT IN THE LAHORE PARTY CIRCUIT?

SM@: (Blushes!) No, we were at Aitchison. He was senior. One
knew of him in Anchison. There was a very strict sendor/junior hicr-
archy a1 Anichison. But then, his family and mine, his sisters and my
wife. they were very close friends. And one knew the famuly. That's
bow cne got mvolved in the Shaukat Khansm drave. [ remember
Khan Sakib coming to Multan. staying with me in Multan, gomg
around different schools. addressing students and raising funds.

WSK: AND THE COMMONALITY OF LOSS?

SMQ: Commonality aik din hwm baithay discuss kar rakay thay,
with onc of his sisters, who's a very close friend. We realised that
we've been 1o the same schools: Aitchison. Been 10 similar universi-
ties: Oxbridge. Both extremely close to their mothers. Both suffered
cancer. Both died of cancer. Both rural backgrounds and yet urban
upbringmg (lsughs).

WSK: HAVE YOU HAD THIS CONVERSATION WITH HIM?
SM@: Not directly with him, but with his famaly.

WSK: DO YOU FIND IT UNCANNY? BECAUSE IT IS DEFINITELY
UNCANNY.




SMEQX: 1t's mteresting that we have so many commonalities.

He wants to talk about Imran at this polot. It's obvious. He asks
me if my voice recorder is working. I confirm that it ks.

WSK: OK. ENOUGH HISTORY.LETS GO CONTEMPORARY. LETS
TALK ABOUT THE PTI VERSUS YOUR OTHER CHOICE AFTER
LEAVING THE PPP: THE PML-N.THERE'S A SERIQUS DIFFERENCE

WSK: BUT IMRAN KHAN IS GLOBALLY FAMOUS FOR BEING....
OVERBEARING! IMRAN KHAN IS, WELL. . IMRAN KHAN!
IMRAN KHAN IS USED TO GETTING HIS WAY. NOW HERE HE IS,
FINALLY WITH A POLITICAL HEAVYWEIGHT. ONE CAN ONLY
ASSUME THAT - EVEN AS FAR AS THE PURPOSES OF GENTLE-
MANLY AND POUTICAL CONSTRUCTIVE DISCOURSE AND
DEBATE ARE CONCERNED, EVEN WHEN TWO PEOPLE DIFFER
-THERE HASTO BE SOME EXPECTED FRICTION?

LOGICAL DIVIDE THERE.YOU'RE LOOKING
AT TWO VERY DIFFERENT TYPES OF POLITI-
CAL MANIFESTOS. YOUR CHOICE FORTHE
PTLAS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED, CANT BE
JUST ABOUT A CHANCE FOR INTEREST-
ING’ POUCY MAKING. WHAT ABOUT
IDEOLOGY? OR DOES THAT NOT MATTER
ToYou?

THERE'S

SMQ: Mian Sahib s [PML-N] is an established
party. This is a party in the making. Is nay taw
atk shape layna hai. There was initially a PTI
movement, yes. But that movement, 30th Oc-

PLENTY OF
ROOM FOR
EVERYONE
(IN PTI). NO
ONE CAN DE-
LIVER ALONE

SMQ: Well. There is such an impression. But he told me
that ‘T am very domineenng in my approach but when
you work with me you will see we are a very demo-
cratic party. We have a very open and heated debate

and people are allowed to say what they want to say." In
me, he will have a fniend, a colleague and supporter to
run with him, who will have the confidence to say, “No
Imwran, we have to change course” if need be. Buhoth log
nali kethay, and it's so important so chances of making
mistakes are minimised.

More loyal than the king, eh? How about another
monarch. From another time, not too long age.

tober onwards, is now being converted mto a

party. Abhee is kee restructuning honee hai. Iss V

kay conzritution ko review kiya jaa raha hat.

There is an opportunity for creation. That [PML-N] is already cre-
ated. Aik model bana howa hai. You accept it or you just live with
it. Here, it’s like being in the lab, you can create something, and uss
ka aik challenge hai, aitk opportumity hai, and it’s far greater. Abhi
you know yahaan we are putting together a manifesto, a program
and policy planning cell. As we expand and go into places, whsch
we did not exist in previously, there are opportunities of new
iductions, creating structures, rewniting the coastitution, putting a
program together. Building a team of like-minded people, it's more
exciting.

OK, Shah Sahib. Nice touch on dodging the PML-N vs PTI

flip-Nop critique. Thme for a loyalty question, one that brings
manhood into play.

WSK: ON THAT NOTE, ABOUT TEAMWORK: YOU'RE AN ALPHA
MALE, RIGHT? ZAB WAS AN ALPHA_IMRAN'S AN ALPHA,
TOO. USUALLY IN EVERY JUNGLE. IN EVERY SYSTEM,THERE IS
ONLY ONE ALPHA AND EVERYBODY ELSE, INCLUDING LESSER
ALPHAS, ARE FORCED TO BECOME THE 'LESSERS . THERE'S
ONE KING. ONE LEADER, ESPECIALLY INTHE REALM OF POLK-
TICKING WHERE THERE IS SO MUCH CANNIBALISM AND SO
MUCH AT STAKE. HOW IS THAT GOING TO WORK BETWEEN
YOU AND IMRAN?

SMQ: (Thoughtfully, slowly and very deliberately) Jo badshah hota
hai na, us ko bki apni vision compliment karnay ke liya piyaday bhi
chaiya hotai hain, bashir bhi chaiya hotay hain, wazir bhi chaiye
hotay hair, dost bii chaiya hotay hain. There’s plenty of room

for everyone. No one can deliver alone, and Imean has often been
quoted as saying. ‘T was the captain of a team. but I couldn't have
lifted the cup if | didn’t have the support of the team with me. |
nceded the other ten to be equally committed. 1f T was bowling and
I was bowling well, I needed somebody there to catch in the ships.”

WSK: FAIR ENOUGH. SO YOU WANT TO STAND IN THE SUIPS
FOR KHAN. IS THAT OK WITH YOU?

SMQ: It’s a team that's required.
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SMQ: When I left the [Foreign] Ministry and retumed

1o Multan, people saw what the [People’s] Pasty dad 1o
discourage them to participate in my rally. They saw how the ban-
ners against me were put up. They also saw in Ghotki on the 27th of
November, how the administration was blocking people. How my
venue was changed three times. And yet people defied it. It was the
first, major public rally i Sindh, openly challenging Asif Zardan,

WSK: BUT YOUR RALLY, SHAH SAHIB, WAS IN GHOTKI: ATOWN
WHERE YOU HAVE A LOT OF MUREEDS.

SME: Dekhiye. In that town, everybody is not a Mureed. And
everybody in that jalsa was not a Mweed. There are Mureeds, and
there are sympathisers. There are those who took a liking to me
because I took a bold stance on the Raymond Davis issue. There
are many who were attracted, who felt that they saw that T kicked
the nunistry off and walked away. I said fine, if it's not working
out with the PPP, then I have a larger national responsibility. This
seat was not given to me by Zardan. It was a ticket given to me by
Benazir Bhutto. And Zardan had nothing to do with it. I was made
president of the Punjab [People’s Party] by Benazir Bhutto, despite
Zardan's opposition.

WSK: TELL ME ABOUT THAT. WHAT WAS THE FRICTION ABOUT?

SMQ: (Chews, but doesn't maull) There was no fnction. He just
wanted somebody clse.

WSK: THEN WHY DID GILANI, OF ALL PEOPLE, GET IT? HE WAS
LOWER DOWN THE PECKING ORDER COMPARED TO YOU.
THEY SCREWED YOU, IF YOU PARDON MY FRENCH.DIDN'T
THEY?

SME: (Stops eating and frees his hands) 1 could not have done what
Mz, Gilapi was ready to do.

WSK: THIS IS INTERESTING. PLEASE EXPLAIN.

SMQ: (Laughs) 1 couldn’t have been ‘his master’s voice” like Mr.
Gilani. No opinions. No personality. And he's the Chief Executive
of the country. Under the 18th Constitutional Amendment, he's
responsible to the people of Pakistan. He's answerable to the Parlia-




ment, and yet all decisions are made n the Presidency. Especially
foreign pohicy affairs, be [Gilani) docsn't exist!

WSK: DONT JUST GIVE ME THAT. THAT'S NOT NEWS.THERE
MUST BE MORE TO HOW THE PENNY FELL?

SMEX I think so. No. I know so. And Gilan has proved so. by ac-
cepting every wlri-seedhi thing Zardan says or does. 1f I was there, 1
would have put my foot down and said, “Sir, ths 1s not on. Even in
the party’s interest. it is not on.” Now m the Raymond Davis affaur,
that's what I sard: 11°s not in the mterest of the country. it's agamst
the law, and 1" going to hurt the party. Your party’s mage will be
shattered. Why would 1 sink the boat I'm in? Gilans, on the other
hand. would simply lic down in front of Zardan. Obviously. that
means Zardan hiked ham more. Much more. Because Galami bent to
every Zardan whim

WSK:THAT'S FINE. NOT EVERY KING CAN TOLERATE A BIRBAL
YET THEY WANT TO BE AKBAR. BUT HADN'T HE MADE UP HIS
MIND TO FIRE YOU BEFORE DAVIS. AND WASN'T IT ABOUT
YOUR TIES WITH THE ESTABUSHMENT? THAT YOU LIKE THE
COLOUR KHAKI?

SME:: Listen: A year or so ago. I was called in by Galani. and he
sasd the president wants to get nd of you I asked ham, what's the
problem. 1 have no allegations of cormuption. I work for eighteen
hours a day. The diplomatic comps 1s comfortable with me. What's
the problem? He saad. I don’t know. I said, fine. but can you amange
a mecting between yourself, Zardan Sahib and mysclf? He sand yes,
it's a good idea. So we had a meeting. a1 the Presidency. the three of
us, sitting together, post-dmmner

So I asked. Zardan Sahib, what's the 15su¢? Do you question my
loyalty of twenty years? Having slogged and worked for the party?
And how can you question that? 1 was here by choice. not by
compulsion. 1 felt that I had a commitment to Benazir Bhutto, who
was extremely nice 1o me, and mn the kst few years, developed a
tremendous rapport with me. And she had trust and confidence i
me. And had a place for me i her mind, i her scheme of thangs
Unfortunately, she's gone. And if she were there. then where would
Zardan have been? 1f BB was there, then would Zardan have been
president? If BB was alive. would Gilam have been prime mumnister?
He wouldn't have been into policy-making. brother. He would have
been m Dubai. But theek hai. It happened. We accepted it. In that
mecting, nothang concrete came out

WSK: SO IS HE PARANOID? SCHIZOPHRENIC? WAS HE IMAG-
INING THINGS?

SMEX: Sir, guzarizsh yeh hai, that when you don't have a formal
education. when you don't have your own expenience or stature,
then you're even scared of your own shadow. Unfortunasely. he's
not Benazir Blwitto. He wants to step wmto the shoes of ZAB. but
he docsn't understand what that takes. ZAB was a man who was
soplusticated, a man who was educated. EDUCATED! Whatever
my pedigree may be. if I'm not educated. then it's just not ngh.
1s 1?7 Where 15 the polish gomg to come from? Education. Sir! He
docsn’t have 1!

WSK: SO ZARDARI'S DEMON IS NO SCHOOUNG?

SMEX I remember his address to the UN. I mean, be was prepanng
all mght, and then be was skipping sentences. I've seen him operate
on mtemational forums. and the quality of mteraction. My God
Believe you me. Wagahat. . .1 used to get scared o

| COULDN'T HAVE BEEN “HIS
(ZARDARI'S) MASTER'S VOICE
LIKE MR. GILANI. NO OPINIONS.
NO PERSONALITY.
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| would only have
made a house with.
Habib Fida Al

[le 1s a true visionary




/e enter the large white mansion Mehreen and
/ Ghouse Akbar call home through French colo-
/ mial teak doors to find ourselves standing 1 a
/ grand entrance with cetlings 16 feet lugh. At
/ our feet ghstens the perfectly polished white

marble floor. We stand frozen at the entrance,

mtmidated by the grandeur of the house. We

can see the outdoor terrace and pool in the

vast distance that flows into the pavilion, with

French Foo Dogs standing tall at 6 feet. As we

soak in the awesome surroundings Mehreen
walks m texting funously on her BlackBerry. She’s weanng black
juicy tracks and no make-up and while she looks glamourous we
start to pamic as we expected her to be ready. “Girls 1 need tharty
nunutes, Let me show you what I have picked out for the shoot,” she
exclaims, She 1s confident and cool

We follow her to her room and into her walk-in closet (think less
closet and more like a room); a shnne to Hermes (mmumerable
Birkmns, Kellys and any other bag Hermes ever made), Donna Karan
floor sweepmg gowns, the latest Cavalli couture and a collection of
Junany Choos that would put Tamara Mellon 1o shame, We are, need-
less to say, mesmensed

Maya, her seven-year-old, strolls in weanng a pink Hello Katty mgin
suil. Soon she becomes the self-appomted stylist, giving fashion ad-
vice mcessantly. “Mama please put on red lipstick. You always wear
brown.”™ Mehreen msists that it 15 past ber bedtume. Maya, unfazed,
picks out shoes with each outfit and 15 surpnisingly spot on. Mehreen
proudly tells us that Maya 15 a straght A student. “I want to go 1o
Brown,” says little Maya, “I love math and science,” When we ask
her the dreaded question every grown up must ask a chuld, “Who
do you love more, Mama or Daddy?" She replies in a soft vouce,
“Both but Mama picks me up from school everyday.™ Maya pauses.
Mehreen smiles reassunngly and says, “The kids Jove Ghouse but |
am their hfe.” Mir, their thirteen-year-old i1s busy on lus computer
tucked away i bed

Leaving Mehreen to dress, we walk back to the study. Inside the
house white orcluds and scented candles are everywhere, We pass
the dining room and admire the custom-made hand painted de Gour-
nay wallpaper with its clunoisene pattern. In the study, Ghouse Ak-
bar 15 on the phone. Extremely bright and equally wiatty Ghouse is
great company. Nervous about the mterview, he 15 not his usual care-
free self today. Constantly pausing the 1Pad voice recorder, wanting
to censor all the “juicy bats™ of the mterview, he seems apprehensive
and cautious, Finding that hilanous, we reassure him and start talk-
mg. (What we don’t realise is that somehow he has managed to dam-
age the file and this mterview will have to be written from memory!)

Ghouse grew up in Karachs, studied at Karaclu Grammar School
and then attended the prestigions Brown Umversity followed by an
MBA at INSEAD. He retumed to Pakistan and was the first person
to bring the McDonalds franchise to Punjab. He sold the franchise
i 2003 after McDonalds exited their equity position in Pakistan and
then established Pakistan’s first private jet company.

Ghouse then branched out o logistics with UPS, sports goods with
Nike and huxury with LVMH Warch and Jewellery mcluding Tag
Heuer. Recently, he has started Pakistan’s only Grain and Fertiliser
Terminal in partmership with the Faupn Foundation. Ghouse spends
a lot of time on social work, especially mn the education sector. We
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ask Ghouse how difficult it 1s to achieve financial success in
Pakistan. He attnbutes his success to being in the nght place
at the nght ime. “Are you trying to be humble? Or were you
Just lucky? ™ we ask. “Luck favours the prepared.” he responds.
“You have to work really hard and know the people you can
count on.” While Ghouse 15 exceptionally intelligent and has
achieved success at a very young age, he possesses a childlike
wonder and an untainted charm that sets him apart from lhus
contemporaries. “When you are young you feel ike you know
everything. As you get older you realise the more you know the
less you know. So I am always lookmg for inspiration.” Ghouse
loves to read biographies and likes to leam through the expen-
ences of others, He also surrounds himself with people he ad-
mures and can leam from. “1 believe in strong relationships and
[ have mvested a lot of time and effort in developing friendships
over the years, My circle of friends is very diverse and of all age
groups, My friendships are my assets,” he says.

As Ghouse finishes his sentence in walks Mehreen looking drop
dead gorgeous. Ghouse looks at Mehreen with pride. “Have you
gotten anything out of him? Tell me what he said and I'll tell
you if it is true,™ she says as she laughs out loud. They exchange
a mischievous look. Mehreen props herself on a leather arm
chair in the study nght next to Ghouse. She looks as comfort-
able in a stunning sequined number by Abu Jani and Sandeep
Khosla as if she were still in tracks.

Anyone who meets this dynamic-duo will realise that they are
a unique couple. After sixteen years of being marmed they can
still manage to make each other laugh. They may seem like a
classic case of opposites attract but they are very close friends.
They tell us that the key ingredients for a successful mamage
are compatibality, trust and friendship. “My mother always says
that Mehreen is the best thing that happened to me,” Ghouse
confesses. Mehreen smiles and says, “Yes. We have a great

rapport and she has always treated e

house. I would come in and say sorry Uncle Habib I hate the
pillars, they have to go, and we would start from scratch. He
knew exactly what I wanted and gave it shape.” Six years later
the marvelous house was bualt and then there was the challenge
of domg it up, and converting the house to a home. Mehreen
had been collecting fumiture for years, from all over the world.
“Jalal and Fatima Salahuddin helped me with the house. Fatima
knew my taste and really brought it together with me. I could
not have done it without them. There are so many memorable
moments attached to domg up the house. Jalal came up with
the idea of the tallboys in the entrance (very tall chest of draw-
ers) and Fatuna was designing them for us. I flew to Lahore to
supervise the making in the dead of winter. Jalal, Fatima, Sati
and [ spent the whole day laughing at the factory. [ will never
forget that trip,” she says.

The house is filled with evidence of the family’s adventurous
spinit and love for travel. The Spamish cast iron antique ums
from Gaudi and the Baccarat chandeliers were bought while
holidaying in France and the moulds for the elaborate comices
were bought in London. “This house is very special to me. Ev-
erything in this house was made with love and has a sentimental
attachment,” Mehreen says. One of her favournite things i the
house is the 8 by 7 feet o1l on canvas, by Unver Shafi titled
‘Dreaming of sweet things i Asta™.

Mehreen tells us that she is very close to her family, especially
1o her father. “When Inun and [ started working together to set
up La Maison he was very supportive of our work. My father
believed i us and I have always felt a special bond with him.
“Ghouse interrupts, “And I am your mother’s favounte!™ she
smiles and nods in agreement. He continues, “My mother- in-
law 1s a very cool woman. I love hanging out with her.”

Mehreen confesses that she loves to dnive, We ask her how that

me hike a daughter and never hike a
daughter-in-law.”

Ghouse's mobile n n .
o it aod coatione Notieme. CONlained

try to ignore it and continue, Noticing
our uritation, Mehreen says, “As you
can see there are three of us in this
mamage - Ghouse, his mobile and

“'(’ don't compele with anvone and live a vf'l:\'.w/_/ ;
e. We are least interested in trivial
drawing room talk.

me.” Ghouse puts his phone away and
responds, “T hope you girls know love
15 spelt visa”™ They laugh out loud. “Ghouseeeee come on.
Be serious,” she says while still gigghing. “Ok. Ok. I love be-
ing with her. She is my rock,” he says. “My husband is a great
provider. He spoils me rotten and it goes both ways. We are very
fortunate that we live a comfortable life but it’s the fact that we
enjoy spending time together and taking care of each other that

has kept us going for so many years,” she says.

Mehreen recently celebrated her fortieth birthday. Ghouse tells
us how all their friends came from near and far to Nathia Gah
for five days. Mehreen is quite the intemnational jet setter and
style icon. Featured in Tatler, she was recently the showstopper
for Abu Jani and Sandeep Khosla at Duba Faslion week. Meh-
reen may be high maintenance but she is equally down to earth
and warm. She 1s candid and comfortable m her skin. After all,
how many forty-year-olds m such impeccable shape would be
honest about their age?

We start talking about the house. Fortunately, the couple has a
shared aesthetic, but the house was the realisation of Mehreen's
imagination. “Ghouse just said this is a present from me. Build
what you like. He trusted me completely,” she says, The house
was built by the legendary architect Habib Fida Al “I would
only have made a house with Habib Fida Ali. He is a true vi-
sionary. We had so many minor arguments while building the

7

15 possible in a densely populated city such as Karachi with
traffic that 1s enough to give anyone a nervous breakdown, She
smiles and says, “I just love dnving. Anywhere.” Mehreen s a
perfect mix of fiercely independent and completely dependable
and her relationships with family and friends are a testament to
that. It is refreshing to see a couple who have everything and
are unaffected by it. They are one of the few people who refuse
to get caught in the rat race and mstead live their lives the way
they want without worrying about what people say.™ We don’t
compete with anyone and live a very self-contamed life. We
are least interested in trivial drawing room talk,” Melreen says.

Everythmng about Mehreen and her home exudes flawless so-
phustication. But Mehreen 1s not snooty, superficial or hostile as
15 sometimes typical of the super-hip and super affluent. She 1s
surprising down to earth and mncredibly charming. Unver Shafi
Khan, the fabulous pamter and a close friend describes her as
elegant and very kind. “Mehreen doesn’t have a mean bone in
her body,™ he told us. The best thing about Mehreen is that she
doesn’t take herself too senously and for that perhaps Ghouse
deserves credit, Undemably Mehreen Akbar and her home are
nothing short of magnificent. o
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ART IS SUBJECTIVE AND SO IS ITS INTERPRETATION.
SANAM TASEER AND SALIMA HASHMI REVIEW ALI AZMAT'S
LATEST WORK AND OFFER THEIR OWN PERSPECTIVES.

BY SANAM TASEER o

i Azmat is a celebrated artist.
Yes - the brilliance of his colours
assault you, the nichness of his
textures excite you. But above
all Ali Azmat is a hauntingly
beautiful storyteller. Ali paints
the human condition.

His last body of work was a
series of controversial and poetic
portraits of hiyras. The rendenng was hyper-realistic. the
colours lnminous, the thickness of the texture gave the work
an almost sculptural quality. But that is not the best thing

about his work. The best thing is that Ali has a long-standing

commitment to the portrayal of love and longing. In those
portraits you saw rich and diverse little glimpses into their
lives. Their longings, their humanity, their stories. Each
senes is an emotional joumey and a meticulous process.

His new series Siraat-e-Mustageem recently previewed at
The Drawmg Room Gallery. Ali Azmat's pamtings tell a
complex sad little story in the richest most lush imagery
imaginable. A more ambitious tale this time - the story of
a people who began their history as a nation bursting with
hope and faith and belief. Of a path to hell that was paved
with the best mtentions. Thus the exhibited work is both
contemporary and historic.
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The artistic community in Pakistan has now put a self-
imposed ban on what they call the ‘Bombs and Burqas”
syndrome: the repeated use of these images in themes such
as questioning history and a cnisis of faith. Ali was forced
to depart from this stale imagery. He chose to juxtapose the
Pakistani flag with a Queran ka ghulaf. A recurring metaphor
in this seres that 1s as provocative as it is poignant.

His work is highly onginal and each piece conveys a differ-
ent mood and a unique namrative. The title piece mn which
roses are pouring out of the cloth seems beautiful and hope-
ful. An appropriate beginning to a joumey titled Siraat-e-
Mustaqeem. In his latter pieces you find pictures of grenades
and jihad woven mto the visual image. This shows the mood
of the work slowly becoming darker and more cynical. The
cloth is also a symbol of concealment. We are never quite
sure what is behind it as he never actually portrays the Holy
Book itself. Is it faith or is it deception? The gloved hands
also add to the feeling of uncase, leading us to believe that
the symbols of piety contained within the image are not
quite what they seem.

Rather than creating a singular, predictable story. this exhi-
bition accentuates how the history and identity of a nation
15 fragmented. full of layered nuances and self-perceptions
and, like human beings, always in flux. o



Che Urue Pally

BY SALIMA HASHMI <

This senies signals a departure for Ali Azmat. Known as painter of
substantial skill and careful observation, Azmat’s past work has been
engaged so far with the world as he finds it. His sensitive portrayals
of the figure have established him as a confident practitioner of the
representational. Now the artist dislodges humself from his comfort-
able position of raconteur of places and people. The prevailing situ-
aton i Pakistan has had a profound effect on Al Azmat. He 15 now
constraned to respond to the horrors of extreme beliefs and blood
letting, that we have become familiar with. Every day our people
bear the brunt of the savage zealot,

Al Azmat takes on the challenge of articulating the collective expe-
nence in a manner whach s thoughtful and takes hum into unchar-
tered waters. Perceiving the hypocensy which underhies protestations
of faith, he examines shallow ritual and empty conventions.

Azmat chooses to confront claims to piety. For him, this means
evolving a set of widely understood mmages which have symbolic
implications. But he is careful not to transgress certain boundanes.
The Holy Book 1s never revealed in these pamntings. He i1s oblique in
Ius visual reference which is just as well, He refers, perhaps, to those
who can never understand the mner core of The Message, mstead,
are content to celebrate the outer covenng. The protocol of kissing,
decorating, adoming, can be confused with reverence for meaning.

Al Azmat 1s infent on unmasking the duplicity which is disgmsed as
faith. He alludes to the menace of coercion, the violence that resides
in compulsion. These ideas are all translated mto a fresh set of im-
ages, which are not part of his usual repertoire. The cloth covenng
which protects the Word can itself embody pretence and insincenty.
The hands which handle the sacred, are encased in plastic gloves,
disposable items which can be shed in a moment. The lips which
kiss the Book, can easily lie and defame. Grenades are the menacing
motifs which embellish the cover.

The artist has suffered with his people who know that the religion of
their forefathers is being debased. These works emerge from feelings
of anger and distress, yet are strong statements much needed at this
moment of our lustory. Ali Azmat has demonstrated his commitment
to the role of artist in Society. o
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By SHAMMAL QURESHI & |

'WE WERE EXCITED TO DO MEESHA SHAFI'S MAKEOVER AND ARE GOING
TOTAKE YOU THROUGH THE PROCESSTO SHOW YOU HOW IT IS DONE IN
SIMPLE AND EASY STEPS,

1o the lasheas and then blendead in with a blending bassh 1o
- . ghve a smudgy lock. A highighter was then cpplled under
We wonied 1o do something fun and different from hex iast

year's pbéa shaped cut. As her halr has griown since then, we
opted for a very young and hip bob wilth loose layers and Q
sight undercut in the nope areq,

Lashes were cured and mascar gppied 1o the top and
bottom aye lashes.

Eyebiows were brushed and Qops In the eyebiows were
The shying & easy when the cut s nght; the products are read filed with an eye shoadow matching eyebrow colour. This &
iy aovalicbie at our salons. For this parficusar sivie, we used done 1o avoid harsh lines which can result when using eye
the Label.m Seq Sait Spray on wet har tor that tesdued edgy brow pencis. Eyebiows were then biushed ogain and the
matte finish, he hall was biow.died through and was finished exdiQ loosa powder removed from under the eyes.

with Label.m Soutfie | an uber nouishing protective cream

that gave Meesha's hair instant volume,
‘ R
d B -y !

For Meesha's hall, we were inspred by the jewel colours very
much in vogue this season. We usad deep 1ose velvet as her
base colowr, highighting the fop section with fones of am
ethyst.

A peachy biusher was used on the gpples of Meesha's
cheeks ond then dusted with powder 10 smooth away any
haish ines. In the end we applied a nude ip gioss 10 finish

L'Oreal Majrel was used 1o coiowr Meesha's halr ond piatinum
pink was usaed for the top half of the head for pee-lightening.

VIAKE - UF
We storfed Meesha's make up by prepping her skin with Gul

not maosturser and her ips with Masters Colors Uip Peel ond
Up Lss

A Masters Colors concedalern was used under the eye area and
Perlect Finish Mineal Foundation No. 50 ks usaed ol over the
foce

A Ioose powder was then lightly dusted over the toce to take
away the shine, leaving behind a healthy sheen

Extra loosa powder was then gepaosited under the aye areq 1o
caich any exdra eye make-up iall out. This is called the "crop
cloth® technique.

A neutral foupe coloured aye shadow was appled to he en
tke Iid of the eye and o black eye pencil was appled close
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E BEST PRODUCTS THIS WINTER

DON'T KNOW WHAT TO BUY?
REDAH MISBAH LETS US IN ON THE
SECRETS OF LOOKING SUPER GLAM
THIS WIN'!l'_EsR WITH HER FAVOURITE

By REDAH MISBAH &%

A POTENT EYE CREAM BY BENEFIT
Thote are a Iof of Cosmeiics aut there Caming o
do he iImpossiblo ke “Clase open poes” which s
MPossiold SNoe poses Can only be ighlenad, ey
COnN Never be cosed o vansh compiaialy Another
myih s 1hat fine Ines con dscoppRecr aler CpPhing a
procuct onca. Ane Ines can be smoothed Ly apply-
ing collogen based products affd dak circles con
be bighlened tempoicry, The Benofit eye cream
howevex s your Dest Bt Offer G e night out.

REFINING MAKEUP PRIMER BY
SHISEIDO
A groat primes i the socrel ngredient 10 fiowless
makeup; most grs haven'! dscovered he absolule
. hecessly for the pimes. Taust me, this i step one. A
Qood primen wil make the appication of foundation
o Gy makeup less Bioichy and easier 10 apply. A
must have 106 Ony moke-up kit

BARE MINERALS FOUNDATION SPF 15
A minesal foundaion s possitily 1he best hing o hap-
pen 10 the wodd of cosmeiics. Bae Minerdls siared
hefevolution in the 70s Surmmer or winler, it just sels
N wel on oy 1o combinaiion skin and has medium
10 heavy coveson. | have aven used Bare Minerals
Origingl on clanis with ocne and can swear by it Ths
paricular one also has SPF 15, which B very Impor-
fant SNCe sUN AamMage s e number one couse of
premaiee Oging.

MATTE FINISH MINERAL FOUNDATION

BY GUINOT

Bare Minerals may be haed 10 ind In Paldsion. The best
~atemative & by Guinot and is readily ovalabie heve.

BROW FANTASY BY REVLON

Some gits tend o fomet about the eyabrows, Fled

ot eyebrows odd balance 10 he whoke foce, so il

hem inand even them oul. AlO pencl INin hreodk

SyOIowWs Ore simply an eyesore. Thick eyetiows are
he way 10 QO.

An infemationa rend o the season hat's perect for
Asan siins, lot's of neuticls with hins of sold colour, gokd,
champaign, fawn, Baige with fonoedne, bumi orange,
1ed o blue. Ths Croamy eye shadow is my favoutie this
SOGSON, especioly N gokd and aronge.

AQUA CREAM IN INTENSE BLUE BY
MAKEUP FOREVER AND GLAMOUREYE
PALETTE BY LUSCIOUS

Bedar In mind hee are very few shodes of biue thot sl
Clive sidn 1ones. This Makoup Foreves eye shadow s a
winnex, but affer scavenaging our markets for it and haw-
INg No luck | found he gomour paletie in nfense biue
by Luscious, which has the pedect biue.

EYE DESIGNER IN CHAMPAIGN GOLD BY
ART DECO

Twas recently nroduced 1o his product and hove
beon addicied 1o it snce. | have this ie calidge in 15
colours: 1 can be used as an éye shodow but | usualy
psst ine he nside comes ol nyeyewshitaxusef as o
highiighier under the eyebrows. EGsy 1o Cay and simply
fund

SECOND SKIN CHEEK COLOUR IN SPICED
CIDER BY LAURA MERCIER

Lowa Mescies biushes just gide on and his shode & the
perfect Dakonce betwoen prk and peoch. Can't get
yous-hands on one? Try Flosmar, biush no. 90

CHEEK AND LIP STAIN IN FOXTROT BY
JOSIE MARAM AND 287 MATTE LIPSTICK
BY MEDORA

Up and cheek siains ane 1he way 10 QO 1his season. This
onNe by Josie Maran i arnaing 10 apply and the colous
5 10 die for Howaver rmiy sSoion 10 Iip Colours you cant
find here, iy a locd brand ke Medon. I's amazing how
his Company Bely has a substilule Colour for every
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est and most renowned institute -

webhsite is www! clnlhl COMm.

iposuction has evolved tremendously over the
past decade. The very latest and most advanced
form of liposuction i the world today 1s VASER
Ultrasound-Assisted ‘liposelection’. VASER,
which stands for Vibeation Amplification of Sound
Epergy at Resonance, received FDA clearance for
body contounng i 2002, Liposelection means that it ‘selectively”
targets only fat cells, and does not injure vessels and nerves. This is
“‘intelligent lipo’, wheras the competitor, called ‘smart lipo’, uses
laser energy and cannot avoid the possible damage to tissues,

Traditional lsposuction is performed by mfusson of flusd and then
samply suctioning out the fat. In VASER Lipo, there is 2 ‘magsc
wand' (I call it that), an nltrasound probe whach liquefies the fat.
Not only does the the ultrasound melt the fat efficiently, bat it also
gives the desired skin tightening which helps the skin to drape
mnacely over the area which has been liposuctioned. A better word to
descnbe this effect is “skin retraction” which really gives a supenor
result. Other advantages of VASER ase that there is less bleed-

ing and faster recovery when compared to traditional liposuction.
Small areas such as love handles, saddle bags at the sides of thighs,
and ‘bat wings' (andersade of upper anms) can all be treated by
VASER under local anesthesia, in about an hour. Men often visst
me to get nd of male breasts, which s due to excess fat m the chest
area due to lack of exercise and very common with today’s seden-
tary hifestyles. Larger arcas such as abdominals and upper back,
have to be done under general anesthesia, but recovery has been
faster. with more efficient fat removal. Liposuction is not a weight
loss procedure

At Halcyon MediCare you are examined by a plastic surgeon, an
anesthetist, a cardiologist if you have medical condstions, and a
nutntionist. After the operation, a compression gamaent is wom for
about a month, and exercise can be resumed m two weeks time,
VASER 15 a body sculpting procedure and ideal for areas which are
resistant to diet and exercise. Everyone stores fat differently, some
men have love handles and others store fat only in the belly area
VASER 15 ideal for people who are already following a healthy diet
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THE INTELLIGENT
SOLUTION TO
LIPGSUCTION
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Dr. Osman Bashir Tahir, Plastic Surgeon & CEOQ of Halcyon ‘!cd:carr is a
man inspired by beaury. Renowned as a “surgical artist” and a “surgical sculp-
tor’, Dr. OBT is one of Pakistan's most globally respected plastic surgeons,
with qualifications from King Edward Medical College, Queen Mary-University
of London, The American Academy of Aesthetic Medicine and the world’s old-
The Rovyal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
He is Pakistan’s only qualified VASER Hi-Definition Liposculpiure surgeon,
and was trained by the invemtor of the procedure himself, Dr Alfredo Hovos. Dr
OBT has also obtained a fellowship in Aesthetic Plastic Surgery in Singapore
conducted under the supervision of Dr Woffles Wu, reganded as one of the best

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

aesthertic surgeons in the world, Dr. Osman Bashir is in private practice, and his

and exercise regime, and have areas which have always been stub-
bom and difficult to flatten no matter what.

The doctor behand the tool is most important. Choose a surgeon
who has adequate surgical expenence and is trained in the proce-
dure, 1 am trained in basic and advanced applications of VASER at
the famous Hasley Street, in Loadon. After performing the required
number of susgenies to apply, I travelled to Bogota, Columbia,

to leam from the mventor of Vaser Hi-Defination Liposculpture,
Having been bom with an aesthetic eye, my skills were honed to
perfection in body sculptunng. Over a week, we performed many
surgenes on models, actors and politicians who flew from all over
the world to be sculpted. | performed many Hi-definition proce-
dures on travelling patients from London and UAE, and have had
very pleasing results. Hi-definstion requires skill and using spectal
equipment and I am the caly surgeon in Pakistan qualified to per-
form VASER Hi-Definttion Liposculpture.

Fat Grafting 15 very popular and stem cells harvested from fat can

be used after removal from the body. Fat harvested from VASER
has been tested and has the highest viability for fat grafting. *Smart
Lipo® or laser lipo simply bums the fat. which cannot be used for
fat grafting. By scparating the stem cells
from fat, by special equipment, [ can
volumise a ‘deflated” or “gaumt” face,
recreating that youthful face. I also use
the fat to give a *Colombian butt-hft” by
sculpting the lower back and the back of
thighs by re-ingecting the fat into the but-
tocks. Thas gives the S-curve, which gives
a beautiful shape to the female form.

The most advanced VASER system
the world 15 called VASER 2.0, and this
imnovative body sculpting system is only
found at Halcyon MediCare, n Lahore. 0




"u"'ﬂﬂEl‘LIpﬂ- is an innovative body sculpting oplion that uses patented VASER technology based on ultrasonic energy
to break up and permanentty remove umwanted fat, while minimally disturbing other important tissues which is critical to
an optimal recovery and o achieve smooth results. Fat that is remowved with VASER Lipo is ideal for a fat fransfer to other
maore desirable areas on the body, such as the breast or buttocks. to give you that S-Curve you always dreamed of.

Having received fraining by the inventor of Vaser Hi Definition Liposculpture, Dr Alfredo Hoyos in Bogota-Colomibia,
Dr OBT is Pakistan's only Vaser Hi-Definition Lipo-sculpture Associate certified by the Advanced
Body Scupting hstitute & also the only 4D Sculpt certified surgeon in Pakistan accredited by
Dr Alfredo’s International Centre of Artistic Bodysculpting.

i 9R M.M Alam Road, (Behind Blue Mall) Gulberg-ll, Lahore

)' Clinic: +82 42 357 10470 Fax: +92 42 357 10470
rO Cell: +92 321 400 2004
faLcyoN DAOB |

fiyrpeh o e 1 5 Email:infoi@halcyonmedicare.com
» I C A RE Dr, Qaman Bashir Tahir
| Dioions o oan inist | THE PRIVATE CLINIC I]ﬂ'!alcynnh"ledlcare
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PAPER CAUGHT UP WITH ALl
AFTAB SAEED, DANIYAL MALIK
AND HAMZA MALIK, THE THREE
YOUNG BOYS WHO MAKE UP

THE BAND, BEYGAIRAT BRIGADE.

eygairat Brigade's sensational song, “Aalu Anday,” was an
mstant hut that struck a chord with the silent liberal majority
m Pakistan. The quirky YouTube video has been viewed
more than 600,000 times since it was uploaded in October
2011. The bold satirical song openly mocks the military,
religious conservatives, extrenuism, nationalist politicians
and conspiracy theonists, In three minutes, the song, with its
catchy tune, highlights the many contradictions in Pakistan
that we have all but become immune to and forces the audi-
ence 1o question the current state of affairs.

@ WHO CAME UP WITH THE NAME "BEYGAIRAT BRIGADE™ AND
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Al Aftab Saced came up with the name. We feel there 15 a bunch of
pohitical analysts in Pakistan who are known as the “garat brgade™,
They consume much of the airtune and media attention. They are the
big fish in the opimion making business. We wanted to dismantle this
simgular source of mnfluence for the majority. Hence we came up with
the Beygarat Brigade. We don’t want 10 impose what s right or wrong,
we want open debate about the issues that affect us, and we are delighted
that the song was able 1o achieve that.

WHAT IS THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG AALU ANDAY?

Aalu anday were cooked at Danyyal's place, he came to Al's place hun-
mmng the me and singing “meri maa ney paakayay aalu anday, mein
nahki khanay mano nahi lagday changay ™ and Ali instantly exclamed
that this 15 going 10 be the first song for Beygairat Bngade and we started
working on the song.

(5} WHAT WAS YOUR INSPIRATION FOR THE SONG?

The mnsparation for the song and lynics was the assassination of Sakmaan
Taseer.

« BY MANAHIL BAJWA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY MOBEEN ANSAR! +
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' 4
: L) How was the response fo your song?
ture of the content; but sance the song was so catchy it

without the support of our friends and fanaly.

-

: O Did you expect it fo be that way? What

. aspects about the response did you like and
what caught you by surprise?

stans masses, here and abroad.

What 100k us by surprise was the emergence of a

youm-e-beygarat

'k
+ L Did you expect it would become the sensa-
¢ fion that it has become?

hine, on thewr own accord.

szevideowosseihodossfoom.Cmyou
. explain the concept of the video?

Classrooms have a conventional depiction. The class-
roon 15 where you get all your influences from; start-
ing from the teachers, to the peers, to the environment

The classroom is the first place you are taught what to |

think. The other perspective is that everybody wears | the song will bring?

a unifonm and looks the same in a classroom., We | ; : N :

g . i We hope the song will bring tolerance and openness 1o

wanted to dismantle both these charactenstics and put > :
. : i different opmaons.

down the pressing, perpetuating question that we face |

and mock those who are pasty to either of the above |

10 What role do you feel the army has played

. ' in the politics of Pakistan?
are being ambushed. The band members represented |

that surviving class which is aware of the brain wash- |
1+ canse of, everythmg that is gomng wrong m the coun-

i try. We are m this situation because the army decides
i the national interests of this country.

contradictions in the song, like the idolisafion of |

mentioned two types, and are unable to see that they

g and has had enough.
Q You deal with many complex issues and

extremists like Mumicz @adri and Ajmal Kasab
while people like Abdus Salam, Pakisian's
first and only Nobel Prize winning scientist, go
unappreciated. What do you hope that will
achieve?

Thas part of the song hat hard as many listeners realised |

that even though they never consciously idolised peo- | Open your mind and please don’t believe everything

ple like Mumtaz Qadri and Ajmal Kasab they never | you are fed. Try to filter out the biased crap and be

stood up against them or agamnst those who ndiculed real.

Abdus Salam for has sect, which blinded the nation to
his contributions. People got a wakeup call or rather a |

. afiention of hundreds of thousands of people,

¥ the face as they lised that 1ts 1 ctant to !
SIP on e ace as Y realnse aal its unportan 0 psy S'O(fho ’

Overall, if you see all the international coverage we . We plan to continwe working on e same lincs and

have received, people are very pleasantly swrprised : CTSM€ €ven more ‘:"“a‘“] “Od"l The “l'mm and
that there are people in Pakistan that actually deplore | encouragement we have received has made us more

A ' e ‘e 3 ork ; x 2
extremism and support our honourable national he- | FesPonsible and we are working even harder, hoping

+ we do not disappoint our fans. o

support outright what they believe is right

| /@ Why did you choose safire and music as the
The response has been overwhelming and ot was conr- | way 1o get your message across?
pletely unexpected, considering the controversial na- |
; ible.
became an mstant hat. It feels awesome to hear people |
husming our song. This song coukdn’t have gone viral |

: not Urdu?

| Since we were gomg for a satmnical song we decided
' o sing in Punjabi, as the lynics came out withier as
i compared 1o Urdu. But because we realised that we're
i limiting our audience to only those who understand
We knew that the song was controversial and we eX- | pupjabs, we used subtitles in the video,
pected criticism from the ghairat brigade and co, but |
we got an extremely positive response from the Paki- |
. achivists?
| Musicians
whole group of people who have fashioned the name |
beygairat with their name and people are celebrating |
. loaded on insider information and might not
. get the message across o the masses? How
: do you feel you can get the masses fo under
. stand the message in the song?

No. Not to this extent. But while the song has gone | Our aim was for the insider to understand and the
viral there has been some criticism as well. What's in- + masses to follow,
teresting is that along with those with anti-beygairat |
brigade sentuments, there are groups of people who |
have taken up the task of refuting their conmuments on- |

Satire 15 the best way to make hard facts easily digest-

N
Q Why did you choose fo sing in Punjabi and

il
O What are you first: musicians or social

Q"Somepeoplefeelyousongmstooheavity

A
O You've gotten a lot of intemational media

. atfention the New York Times, NDTV,
. and Al Jazeera. How do you plan fo capitalise

. on that?

i We don't plan to capitalise on it. What we tned to do
| was to present the real picture of Pakistan and break
i the stereotypic image of a fundamentalist society,
+ which the world perceives us as. We represent the
i voice of the silent majonty.

1]
O What kind of social awareness do you hope

We feel the anmy is either associated with, or the root

Y
0 What is the message for the polifical parties

| in your song?
Keep moving forward. We support you,

I’
O What is the message for the youth?

i
O Now that you've been able fo grasp the
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A LANDMARK ON THE SEA

Pakistan’s first fully automated dry cargo terminal, fully capable of handling gram, cereal, oilseed and
fertilizer cargoes, is a model of reliability and efficiency in our Ports Sector. Constructed in a record time
of 23 months on 18 acres of reclaimed land, the terminal has:

Deep Draft Berth Steel Silos Fastest Vessel Tumnaround Time
Automated Bulk Unloaders Flat Warehouses Bulk Intake Facility

Dedicated Purpose Built Jetty Conveying Systems Automated Bagging Plants

The FAP Grain and Fertilizer Terminal is 2 safe and secure environment with state-of-the-art
equipment which will significantly lower the cost per ton to the importers and make
Port Qasim the most viable option for loading and discharge in Pakistan.

Fauji Akbar Portia Marine Terminals Limited - Step into the Future

Terminal Office

Port Muhammad Bin Qasim, Karachi, Pakistan,
Tok +92-21 3473 0082, +92-21 3473 0080

Head Office
Fauji Akbar Portia Marine Terminals Limited

10, 2nd Floor, Services Club Ext, Bullding, Mereweather Road, Karachi-75520, Pakistan,

Tok: +92-21 3567 8985, Fax: +92-21 3567 4233

www.fapterminals.com
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FILMING
THE RELUGTANT

FUNDAMENTALIST

{ BY MOHSIN HAMID &% 1

ki

DAYS IN
DELHI

NOV 12 NEWS ON ARRAL

NOV121H

MELUG IANT MI T :

2

3

My sister Nissa and I amive in Delhi Airport. There was a time when being in Della Airport was a lot like
being in Lahore Airport or Karachi Auwrport. No longer. The new version is impressive and efficient and
ultra-modem and tasteful. (“Our fast bowlers are still a hell of a lot better.,” I console myself. “even the
ones who aren't in jail.”) Nissa and I exchange a glance at customs. Our suitcases are packed with props to make

a Delhi film set look like a real Lahon street: posters, flags. fliers. We have a copy of a letter granting goverment
permission to film in Delhi. But we don’t relish the idea of explaining to an Indian customs officer why we. a pair
of Pakistanis, are bninging in a bunch of political-looking banners in Urdu. Luckily no-one opens our bags. I tum
on my phone and get an email from an Indian friend who says the local press is full of stonies about the movie. She
sends a photo of a newspaper as an attachment. There are pictures of Mira Nair (the director). Riz Ahmed (the lead
actor), and Meesha Shafi (who plays Riz's sister. and who will be flying back to Lahore in a couple hours on the
same plane that brought us in). As for the “exclusive™ details about the film exposed mn the article, well, they're
mostly pretty far off. There is. for example, no “border-crossing-into-India scene™ and Om Pun'’s character 1sn't “a
village thakin:™" At least I hope not. Better get my hands on a copy of the latest scnipt fast.

After a lovely dinner with Mira and other people from the film (at which it's

N O\/ 1 BTH confirmed that no India-border-crossings or village thakirs have shpped mto the
script), followed by a lengthy exploration of Dellu mightlife, I wake up well-

rested and ready to go. Too well-rested. 1've overslept the shoot’s 6 am start tune

by three hours. Rush to the set in panic. Luckily no-one seems surprised or alanmed. They ve clearly met writers
before. The set itself 1s a revelation. To recreate the interior of an Old Anarkah cafe, Mira has commandeered a gor-

geous, seedy, atmosphenic, run-down little hotel opposite the Old Delhi railway station. The crew has removed the
roof and replaced it with transparent plastic. Declan Quunn, the director of photography (who has shot “Leaving Las
Vegas,” *28 days,” “Monsoon Wedding,” and dozens of other films) is supervising the creation of elaborate screens,
meshes, and leaf-camouflage-nets - the kind you sometunes see on nulitary installations - in order to make sure the
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light is exactly right. It finally dawns on me just
how extensive film production really is, evenon |
an independent film like this one. There are over
a hundred people in the crew doing everything
from ngging up bungee cables that support the
camera to processing digital outputs in real time |
to scuffing up cafe tables with lit cigarettes to ;
making sure every actor’s wrist-watch shows :
the same time. Any belief I might have had that

I could casily segue into doing what Mira does
vanishes. Yes, being a director has similarities to
being a novelist: both have to tell a story. But for
me a day's work is like entering a quiet, shel-
tered, unhumried cocoon. For a director it’s like |
talking on three different cell phones while nding |
a unicycle on the wing of an airplane in heavy
furbulence.

NOV 14 1H

Early call from Lydia Pilcher, the filn’s producer,
She wants me to attend an impromptu script :
re-writing session in Liev Schreiber’s hotel suite
before today's shooting. Liev (he's been Hamlet,
Henry V, and Macbeth, but here in Delhi people
excitedly yell out “Sabretooth™ as he walks by
because of his role in an “X-men™ film) plays the .
Amernican character Riz meets and tells hus story
to. In my book, that character has no name and no !
lines. In the film, he has a name, and he has lines, |
and some of those lines are about to change. Bill
Wheeler, the Los Angeles-based writer who did
the most recent drafts of the screenplay, 1sn't
India, so I gather with Mira, Lydia, Riz, Lievand
Ami Boghan (associate producer and co-writer)
to do some revisions over breakfast. Discussions
are had. Lines are tweaked. Discussions are had.
Lines are tweaked.

Discussions are had... Filming is pushed back. We |
eat lunch and keep working, except for Riz who
has to go into makeup. His beard takes two hours |
to apply: it’s done hair by hair. He must be thank- |
g the heavens this 1sn't “Planet of the Apes.™
When filming can’t be delayed any further, we
stop re-wrniting and screech off through packed
Dellu traffic to the set. Nissa has been there all
moming, giving advice on making things look
as Lahon as possible. She fills me in on what's
been going on. Then filming starts, In between
takes we look at some of the lines again, Mov-
1es are about constant readjustments, it seems.,
Novel to scnipt. Script to revised scnipt, Revised
script 1o shooting script. Shooting script to what
the actors actually say. What the actors actually
say to what gets edited into the film. And soon.
But for now it's phones off, lights on, beard-hairs |
poised, and... action. Three days in Dells down,
Two more weeks to 20, o

N .

oy
P NSNS

>

NOV 14 WORKING ON LINES (MIRA RZ LEV BEH
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HAVING A FIVE-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER AND A
FOUR-YEAR-OLD BOOKSHOP GIVES AYSHA SOME
AUTHORITY TO STRESS THAT WHAT YOUR CHILD
READS IS NOT A SUBJECT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY.

0 ba rivoived N your chikis
reading habas when work
schadules are what they
are (and socal meda s as
enticang as il i8) can seem
somethng of a chore
Trackbionally, one of a parent’s man dutes
B assstng with a chids homework
Eforts to inculcate readng habtsts n a
chid extend %0 thrusting The Nama
Chroncles, or armything by End Biyton,
oMo the young mnd

But | ask your how mary hours have you
spert Gscussng the speling of “atte”
with your chid or the ramécabons of
multiphyng 6 by 67 Good plots and noved
eas are 4 precous reserve for nascent
mislects, and can ywekd rewards aplenty
for you and your brood

¥ you still belwve your chid will be
betler off folowing the far and noble
Narrsans nilo battes aganst the darker
compleooned, desert dweling Calormen,
without an adull partng ot the crude
and oensive stersotypes employed by
S. Lewis in hes allagory 10 the crusades,
then you are dang your chiden a grave
EServics
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Chidren's Mevature allows the possity
of accompanyng chikiren as they
cxpiore the imds of ther imagnabons,
and cobbing togather values that wil
kewp thern n good stead. Whether you
percesve the embedded messages as
helphud or harmiul, a chid would benelt
greatly from adult analyss and wisdom

Wrters of children's fiction are aware of
the profurkity of niroducng phiosoptees
o nobons nlo takes. Theodor Seuss
Cesal (more alactionalely known as D
Seuss) wrote The Lorax fages 5-9) n
1971 a2 an rpasscned plea 1o protect
the anvrorrment from the advance of by
busness. Tha story opens with the Onoe-
lor recounting how s younQer more
enerprsing o stumbled across the
bright-coloured tufts of the Truthula trees
wisch he promptly cuts down 10 krtted
a thneed, “a Fine-Something-That-All-
People-Need®

Almost instantly, The Lorax - who speaks
for the trees - appears out of the stump of
the chopped tree and confronts the Once-
lor as to the folly of hvs ways. Consumed
by greed, the Once-ler waves away
the Lorax and sels ot 10 ndusiriakss
and plunder the plush Truffula forest for
maamum proft

The ensung pollubon and depletion of the
Truthula trees In SUCcessION spalls dsasier
for the Bar-ba-loots, Swomes Swans
and the Humming Fsh, who rely on the
Trutiula trees for surveval

The Lorax bengs news of the demiss
of each species 10 the attention of the
ndustriakst Once-ler, who despide residing
in a now bighted landscape, i sl bant
on “ggenng and bggerng”. The story
reaches s nevitable crescendo, whch
whils! wesghing heavy on adult readers,
empowers chidken By placng the future
furnly in thew hands. o

— -
L/

rom enveormental degradation,
Dr. Seuss went on to tackds the
prévaing geo-political scenano
n hes 1984 anti-war classc The
Butter Battle Book {ages 5-8)
Although the depsction of an &rms race across
a Badn-esque wall may appalr sormewhat
dated, the themes of nidlerance and 1t for
tal vidlence simiarly characiense sectanan
conficts 1oday

The generabonal hatred of the Zooks and
the Yooks, in trua Swiflian manner, revolves
ound ther diferences in butterng toast
That this abeurd peeyudice emanates from the
grandiather should gve pause 1o any chikd
with implacable fath in authorty ¥ not, the
consaquent sell-assured mutual destruchion al
the hands of the elders shoukd drive the pont
home.

The Butter Batths Book does at tmes come
across more heay handed than satincal. But
far be it for me 10 dsagree with the barely veded
poltce, when our chidren are set 10 inheril &
more volatie and msacure world than | dd. 8

.‘.:. =
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C1ICK, CLAC
| Ié.lowe That TyPe

wy Doreen Cronin plegures vy BO

_—

—

- |

—

“.' |

-
| ok, Cick, Moo: Cows That Type (ages
| 3-5) s of a ighter von, but equaly

— potent. Farmer Brown runs up aganst
; opposhon when the CoOws, upon

- | discovery of a typewnter, take the racoal

| step of unonesing, and draw up a kst of
demands. Farmer Brown, iIncensed by the dssent, refuses

e 1o meet the demands of the cows, which rosults, much
10 his consternation, in ndustnal action. No Mik and No
E0gs! A deadiock ensues which eventually gves way 10
& compromise brokered by the ducks, who harbour thesr
own agenda
Author Doreen Cronin wicte ths excooding charming
book whiist stll at law school, which probably explans the
actrsm nherent in the tale, Whist the impled revolutonary
themes are ewdent 10 adults, chidren are more Maly to
be caught up laughing at the cantankerous Framer Brown
| and the absurdity of anemals tappng away at a keyboard
Havwng saxd that, there are sure 10 be the clever few who
|  wil develop an early apprecition for drect action wihch
| should make for Interesting parenting. ©

hic we pour our onerges into
oquPPNg owr children for e, the
foundaton for any healthy human
being 5 unconddhonal love. Shel
Siversien's classie “The Gving Tree®
(ages 3-8) charts the He of a boy and hs relationship with
a tree. As a chid, the boy played with the tree, nurturning &
&l the whie. As the boy grows, 50 do his noeds. Despde
| ponods of prolonged absence dunng the boy’s aduthood,
the tree meets the boy's changing needs by makeng
| greater and greater sacnfices. At frst, she gives him hor
appies 10 sall 50 he may prosper, her beanches 50 he may
buid & home, and eventualy her entre trunk 50 he can
construct a boat and sad avay from his woes. At the end
of the boy's Me, he retums to the tree who has nothing left
10 gve, but the Doy requnes only a place to 58 whch the
Woe, NOw a stump, IS ready to provwde

K, MOO

toy Lowin

The Gavang Troe 15 a guet ntimate tale, capable of elciting powerful reacbons
from adult readers. Some are moved by the sad inovitabeity of a chid §yng

the coop and tacng the challenges of e, whie others find the boys demands
rsome and ndcatve of ovennduigent parenting. Be that as it may. the tree's
unconcitonal love is & comiort to chicken and a gentie reminder 10 parents as to
thesr pamary duty. 8

Where the Wikd Things Are
BY MAURICE SENDAK

The Grutfalo
BY JULIA DONALDSON

Oftaiine and the Yellow Cat
BY CHRIS RIDDELL

Chailie & Lola: But Excuse Me
That Is My Book BY LAUREN
CHILD

The Invention of Hugo Cabret
BY BRIAN SELZNIC

The Mysterious Benedict
Sociely
BY TRENTON LEE STEWART

The M. Men
BY ROGER HARGREAVES

Bippolo Seed and othex lost
stories BY DR. SEUSS

Ermily Strange BY ROB REGER
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MOVIE
Reviews

*

STASRING BRAD PITT, JONAS HILL. PHELLIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN, ROZIN WRISHT
CIRECTED BY BENNET MRLER

Billy Beone is the general manager of the Oaklond As srrugglmg 0 s1eel hls boseboll teom 10
wards. palpable success on the tightest of budgets. While assembling his.new-1eom, Beane re-
olises thot the age-old fradifions of selecting baseball ployers simply aren’t working. With the help
of o recent vy Leogue groduate, Peder Brond (Jonah Hill), Beane risks his coreer fo challenge the
-« -sfatus quo by using a new method of slofistical onolyses 1o evaluale his ployers, recrusting ployers

on their obility to score runs and win games, not on their reputation as great athietes. You
don't hove fo be a baseball enthusiast fo enjoy one of the best films of 2011, with its intelligent
screenplay-based on o frue story ond Bead Pift’s inspired performance as the down-on-his-luck
manager who §n't ofroid fo tell it like he sees if.

“THE IDES\QF MARCH

STARRING GEORGE CLOONEY, RYAN GOSUING, PHILLIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN, PAUL GLAMATT), EVAN RACHEL WO0D —
DIRECTED BY GEDRGE CLOONEY ot g

This infense political drcrhmas the feel of a thriller, with Ryan Gosling p idealistic press
secredory for presidentiol candidate, Governor Mike Morris ;
a frue believer of the govermor, even going as for D say he is “marnied fo the campaign™. But
as the events of the film unfold with sexualk , disloyal staflers, and parly polifics dirtying
the compaign irail, it séems eyery is hiding something The biggést secrel of oll 15 what
Gasling s hiding from hi - just how far he is willing fo go for his own success. This i$ a film
which portrays the dark side §f political ambition without being fog preacty. IF ol segves 6s o
warning thaf politics is no p for the pure of hear.

»
DRIVE

STARRING RYAN GOSUING, CAREY MULLISAN, CRANSTON
PIRECTED BY NOCOLAS WINDING REFN

..............................................................................................

As you settle in 1o walch Drivé, you may think you're cbout o wutch a fasl-paced commerciol
thriller full of violent and col | car chases. In foct, Drive is an art house film posing as a main-
sireom one. Ryon Gosling a stunt car driver by day, wheelman for hire by night. His offection
for his neighbor, Irene (Cafey Mulligan), ond her son, and his desire fo profect them from the
mafia men brought on by Wer ex-convict hushand, leads him 10 foke on a heist where everything
goes wrong. When Gosling realises thal the criminols he was working for are now the same men

frying 1o kill him gnd Irene} he resorts 1o extreme bloodshed fo extract his revenge. Although jhe

director’s artsy and noirg

0 cancer pchent? you may well ask before saemg thts film.“How s tha)
. ibed moré aphly as 0 comedic drama, S0/50 wos inspired by o frue story
ond hits the nail on the head trying 1o depict what #t's like for a 27-year-old Writer of radio pro-
1 with o rare form of spinal concer. Joseph Gordon-Levilt is no stronger 1o
ing played a morose greeling card writer who Has new life breathed info
romantic inferestin 500 Days of Summer‘in 50/50. though, he delivers’
rayal of a manat whofm people lodk but see only trogedy. and his daily
iy and friends while still frying %o put on a beove front. Seth Rogen

this kind of character,
. him by the advances
gy amuch more insightful

50/50 siruggles inferacting wit

we—— | 0 quick Jaugh or have you
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MARIAM TAREEN TAKES US INTO A WORLD OF CLASS

DIVISIONS, SOCIALBE

-, S|MMERING.

.. LOVE 10SS AND WAR IN'TH
SERES, DOWNTONAGB

ownton Abbey i1s a beautifully executed Emmy
Award wimnnmg penod TV senes with an eye for
detail and a strong cast of characters. bnlliantly
scripted and expertly acted.

“What would be the pomt of hving if we didn’t
let life change us?™ says Mr Carson, who is the butler at Down-
ton Abbey. the lavish estate that is the epicentre of the senes
and its unfolding drama. The story centres on the Crawley fam-
ily - Lord and Lady Grantham. their three daughters, and their
servants - all canght m the nudst of a world on the hinge of
change. Much like today, there are some who are more resistant
to change than others. creating a considerable amount of drama
as they adjust to shifting sands.

The senies has been created and wnitten by Julian Fellowes (who
has written screenplays for Gosford Park, Vanity Fair, The Im-
portance of Being Emest and Young Victoria). With Downton
Abbey Fellowes has proven he is a master of andience seduc-
tion. In September 2011 Downton Abbey became the year’s
‘most cntically acclamed TV show”™ i the Gunness Book of
World Records - the first British show to win the award

Jessica Brown-Findlay, Laura Canmichael and Michelle Dock-
ery (who play the three Crawley sisters) were featured in a
breathtakingly beautiful shoot m the August 2011 edition of
British Vozue, With two seasons under its belt, its following of
millions of fans eagerly await the third season, which will be
released this coming fall.

The senes begins in 1912, the momung after the smking of the
Titamic, a tragedy that has killed Lord Grantham’s nephew, her,
and would-be son-in-law. With three daughters who cannot in-
hent, the estate passes on to a distant relative - an unlikely and
reluctant recipient: Mathew Crawley. a lawyer from Manchester
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“I'll not let them change me.” Mathew says, determuned to resist
the hifestyle of the nobility and 1o stay true to humself. Mathew's
effortlessly good and principled nature will be tested by love,
loss and war, and he must leam to go easy on hunself if he is to
find the happiness he deserves

The fate of the estate 15 tied to the fate of many of its mhabitants,
including Mathew. In this way, Downton Abbey 1s not only the
backdrop of all the action but a character i itself. To the charm-
ingly sober and adequately humble Lord Grantham. Downton
Abbey s his hfe's work. "My fortune is the work of others... |
am a custodian,” he says, “not an owner.™

Lady Mary is the eldest daughter whose life is changed by the

cath of her fiancé and the amival of the new heir. The urgency
1o get her settled in a good mamage m light of the change in
mhentance shows her bemng mgged and pulled towards differ-
ent suitors, all the while struggling to gain some agency over
her life. Mathew looms in the background of several potential
suitors until she begins to see him differently too.

“Maman, not again. How many times will I be told to marry the
man sitting next to me at dinner?” she asks her mother.

“As many tunes as it takes,” The matter-of-fact Lady Grantham
replies.

Those who love a good love story (secretly or openly) will not
be disappoimnted by the emotional ups and downs of Mary and
Mathew's relationship. Theirs is a relationship where missed
opportumties, misunderstandings, and stupid decisions abound.
Like all good love stones, their struggle to be together consists
not only of extermal obstacles such as pushy relatives, inhen-
tance laws. war and events beyond their control, but on intemal
obstacles they must resolve on their own if they are to find hap-
piness i each other,



Downton Abbey is different from most recent period dramas
(for example of the Jane Austen variety) in the equal attention
paid to the household servants, who vary in their degrees of
loyalty to the family. The class divide is a consistent theme
throughout the series. The first episode begins with an exten-
sive shot that starts from the servants in the kitchen to the
opulent estate and instantly brings our attention to the strik-
ing difference between the lifestyle of the servants downstairs
and the lords and ladies upstairs. The quick panic of preparing
breakfast, cleaning up rooms preparing for the day is elegant-
ly contrasted with Lord Grantham’s leisurely walk down the
staircase for his breakfast.

Further, while downstairs knows everything about what’s go-
ing on upstairs, upstairs knows nothing about what goes on
downstairs - yet everyone is allowed to play their part and no
character is superfluous, not even the inconspicuous kitchen
maid who is told to get
out of sight as soon as
she’s done lighting the
fires.

Julian Fellowes’ abil-
ity to sketch the depths
of a character within a
few lines of dialogue
is remarkable. The end
of each scene leaves
one wanting more,
which is of course the
perfect place to end.
The repetitive scenes
involving the evil-plot-
ting-over-cigarettes be-
tween Lady Grantham’s
maid O’Brian, and the
first footman Thomas,
though, are an excep-
tion. But theywork well
to highlight the tensions that exist between master and ser-
vant. “Friends! Who does she think she’s fooling? We’re not
friends,”says O’Brian, after a scolding from Lady Grantham.

“We’re servants, and they pay us to do as we’re told. That’s :

all.”

Lady Edith, the second daughter, has spent a lifetime playing
second fiddle to Mary and tries in all sorts of ways to gain
the attention of her parents and one much older widower. One
doesn’t know whether to dislike Edith or feel sorry for her,
but sibling rivalry between her and Mary reaches devastating
consequences for both. “Things are changing, especially for
women,” says Lady Sybil, the third daughter, as she encour-
ages the housemaid to apply for a job as a secretary. Sybil

can be found befriending the family chauffer and defying her :

father to attend political rallies and election balloting. She
knows what she wants and is not afraid to do what is neces-
sary to attain it.

The formidable but loveable Dowager Countess (Lord
Grantham’s mother) - Maggie Smith’s award winning per-
formance - is arguably the most entertaining character of the
series. Hilariously (and often deceptively) set in her ways, she
makes the most ludicrous statements with such an air of au-
thority that one is tempted to agree with her. Though fiercely
opinionated herself, a dinner table debate about Sybil’s politi-
cal opinions elicits the following statement from the Dowager
Countess: “No, she isn’t [entitled to her own opinion] until she
is married, then her husband will tell her what her opinions
are.”

When Mathew declares his intention to keep his day job as a
solicitor and to learn about the work at Downton on the week-
ends, the Dowager Countess asks, “What is a weekend?”” The
collision of her old-fashioned ideals with the interference of
Mathew’s more modern mother (her nemesis) is often laugh-
out-loud funny. However, as the series develops, the Dowager
Countess will surprise you with her aptitude for change, for
above all else, she is practical. “The aristocracy has not sur-
vived by its intransigence,” she says.

The second series is decidedly more sentimental than the first
(even the Dowager Countess sheds a few tears, though she in-
sists she has a cold). There is a war going on after all. Though
all of Downton’s inhabitants go through change in one way or
another, it is Mary who has changed the most; she has grown
up, and has perhaps finally decided what she wants, though it
may have come too late. Downton Abbey itself is transformed
from a private house
of wealth and opu-
lence to a hospital for
wounded officers.

The war is brought to
life vividly. The fear
and wistfulness, the
nostalgia, the packed
emotion of possible
last goodbyes is in-
corporated in the
plot superbly. And as
Mathew says in the
first episode of the
second season, “War
has a way of distin-
guishing between the
things that matter and
the things that don’t.”
However, the second
series was exceeding-
ly fast-paced, and needed a few more episodes for the events

. that occurred, for the audience to process the somewhat far-

+ fetched drama.

i The series is filled with lovely details pertaining to the time

' inal
i of

. with strong
' characters
+and
+ dialogue.

' period, such as ironing the newspapers every morning to dry
+ the ink. A historical expert was at hand throughout filming to
. make sure everything was done true to its time. For example,

electricity has recently been installed in the living areas of
Downton Abbey, though not in the kitchen or bedrooms. This
attention to detail is what makes the show sparkle.

ATTENTION
TODETAIL IS WHAT

As far as pe-
riod dramas
go, Down-
ton Abbey
is an enter-
taining orig-
piece
drama

MAKES THE SHOW
SPARKLE.

crisp

Whether the

scene is set

in the drawing rooms and gar- dens of the family
estate, or in the blood and dirt stained trenches of Northern
France, Downton Abbey is a visual treat. Even if you have

' never seen (or ever enjoyed) a period drama in your life, this

one is worth a watch. o
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angier suffers from an unenviable, if
nowadays unmented. reputation. The
very name conjures up a world of in-
tngue. decadence and danger. easy to
fantasise about today in the Medina.
where one twisting. narrowing alley af-
ter another reveals houses separated by
only a finger’s length, leaning in on each other like whis-
pering neighbours. It is the oldest continually inhabited
city in Morocco. the onginal gateway to Africa from Eu-
rope. controlled by a rollcall of different powers down the
millennia. Just 15 kilometers across the Straits of Gibraltar
from Spain. and the westemn entrance to the Mediterrancan,
Tangier has always been a quintessentially tolerant, inter-
national city.

Formerly host to a glitterati of European settlers, it’s now
known as a package beach destination. But Tangier and its
environs are in the act of re- defining themselves, with a
prestigious marina along the coast, and a smattening of ex-
quisite hotels, like Le Mirage on the cliffs overlooking an
apparently endless private beach. And there’s still a high-
flying international community treating Tangier as home.
rather than as secondary residence: inter-mamying: and
in several cases, leaving their properties to Moroccans on
their deaths.

A Bntish wniter. David Herbert. willed his house to Jd-
aoud: Noureddine, who cared for him until his death. Now
Noureddine receives paying guests in 8 home which is a
symphony of fashionable Moroccan style. with its Moor-
ish arches revealing one vividly painted room after another.
local fabrics and fumiture, and one of the most peaceful
gardens imaginable. We sipped mint tea outside in Febru-
ary. while bright little birds twittered. and pink bougainvil-
lea already clambered luxuriantly over the coral-coloured
walls

There 1s a secret Tangier. a city “by mvitation”, of which
you might not be aware. unless you know the right per-
son, like Nourredine. “The most interesting things about
Tangier the average tounist doesn’t get to see.” I was told
time and again, and was blessed to be mitiated into a few
of them by hospitable residents like Anne Lambton, who
gives select lunch and dinner parties for specialist travel
agents in her home, the Villa Palma. Her company named
‘Secret Homes & Gardens’. also offers Special Garden
Tours to Morocco. Real Moroccan Cussine Terroir was pre-
pared that day by Anne Lambton’s cook. to whom Anne has
already bequeathed her property.

In the heart of the Medina I visited an extraordinary house.

, owned by Australian Barry Stem. who has brought together

o i ' antique and contemporary works from all over the world

. BEACH AT LE MIRAGE HOTEL in a miniature Moorish palace. Like everyone else. I was
» - .
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‘domg” the Medina,
though hicky to be
mtroduced 10 some
of the premuer out-
lets for Moroccan
crafts and antiqui-
ties. At Abdul Lanf’s
cavemous  treasure
trove, the ‘no hassle’
factor 15 such that
I was told: “If you
buy a carpet and find
that you don"t like
it when back home,
after twenty
years you will get

even

your ongmal pur-
chase pnice back.”
At the Boutique Ma-
nd 1 found fabulous
jewellery, some of
the old amber pieces
bemg so precious
that they are marked
“Private Collection™,

Tangier’s Medma 15
particularly
sphenc with tanta-
lismg ghmpses of
ndden lives, veiled
women disappeaning
down dark alleys,
reeking  of

amo-

antiq-
wmity and discretion,
(though not with questionable smells - the fish and meat
souks could not have smelled sweeter). The city is treated as a
permanent souk by the people of the countryside surrounding
it, and on Thursdays and Sundays the Berber women from the
Rif mountans come m to trade, dressed in broad straw hats
trmmmed with black pompoms, and distmetive red and white
striped Fouta cloths.

You see these Berber women agam deep mn the heart of the Me-
dina at Tetouane, the

equally fascmating
and historic old cen-
tre of the elegamt city
east of Tangier. In the
Berber language Tet-
ouane means ‘Open
Your Eyes’, probably
refemng to its rapud
construction i the

Nowadavs another kind of visitor is
dravwn (o this beautiful coastline where
the Atantic meets the Mediterranean,
and Spain almost touches Morocco.

a smile and a “Bonjour™,
are fulsomely warm and
welcoming. Noticing that
I was photographing the
drums he makes, the pro-
prietor of a little red and
green panted stall prowd-
Iy posed with a photo of
his band.

The pace really slows
down mn the chammng
sleepy little town of Asi-
lah, beneath which the sea
laps at 16th century Portu-
guese ramparts. Its Palas
Ramsuli was the headquar-
ters of the notonous ban-
dit Aluned el Raisuli, who
succeeded mn extracting a
handsome ransom for the
Tumes comrespondent Wal-
ter Hams whom he had
kidnapped and who later
became lus friend. The
palace of the pirate-pasha
15 now the venue for com-
petitions  between paint-
ers, poets and musicians

every August. Asilah i

famous for 1ts murals,
panted on every available
space duning its two-week
cultural festival, whach 15

followed, very sensibly,

by a horse far.

Tetouan, Asilah, the lovely town of Chechaouan, and of
course Tangier itself are the main lures away from hotel, pool
and beach for travellers to this region. Nowadays another
kind of visitor is drawn to this beauniful coastline where the
Atlantic meets the Mediterranean, and Spamn almost touches
Morocco. The cosmopolitan yachting fratermty has begun to
appreciate how different the two worlds are. For ten months
of the year Morocco's first
pleasure boat harbour, Ma-
rnasmar, contrasts favous-
ably with Marbella’s
terms of peace and space. It
1s only duning July and Au-
gust that the action hots up
with the (genteel) descent
of Moroccan families from
Rabat and Casablanca to

15th century by Andalusian refugees. Exiled from southem
Spain these Muslim and Jewish settlers brought with them a
soplusticated arclitectural and decorative tradition, evident
in the elaborate wrought-iron balcones, omate plasterwork
and gleaming tiles. Tetouams call their city ‘Daughter of
Granada®, and the formal grandeur of the bunldings fronting
wide straight streets contrasts vividly with the disorder of the
manuscule alleys of the Medina, hectic with every kind of
commercial and craft endeavour. Yet its mhabitants, given
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their second homes around
the Manina or the Hyatt hotel and at Cabo Negro, where there
15 also a yacht basin and golf course. There’s even a pictur-
esque real fishing port at M'diq

The secret is out - the whisper is that this part of the North
African coast 1s the new Cote d"Azur. It's no secret that the
official Tangier “season” begins on the 1st of Apnl and ends
on the 15th of November, but my advice 15 10 go there as soon
as you can, no matter what tune of year it 1s. o
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RESTAURANTS”

e You will be told that you must eat at he Res
touwant PFopulaine Saveur Specialiie en Poissons,
where thede are only fowr 1obies and No menuy
You eat whats on offor. and o’
1 gets

(+212 9 336 326).

5 GS QOOC as

o ki Korson gt the Hotel Mingah serves clossi

Moroccan houte cusine. | had been looking

forward 10 a Pastiia (aky pashry intedeaved wish
"

DIOS0N) SiNce My ast visit 1o Morocco, and was

not dsoppointed

* Resiaourant Hamaodl, rich in Kisch decoration

ond cabarat, offess he rodional Momoccon
meny Ihat has Inspeed so many of London's
chic eglenas. Chack out the ciassic iogine de

roulet au Ciiron et Olives (chicken cooked In

poliety Casseole with pickled lemon and ol

ves) (+212 9934 514)

SHOPPING®

* Doxr ol Malduen, a fommer sullanale paloce, s
a haven irom the Kasbah's oction, with its songull
gxgan. it's now an aimoesphenc museum for an-
hiquities and crafts

* The Fobes Museum, foeme Tangior residonco
of billonaire pubiisher Malcoin Forbes, and oigi
nally the paioce of the Sulan's represeniative
In nternational Tangied. Not just a lovely bulkdng
(1920s) and gorden, the infernos are giamorous,
ond he dispiay of Moroccon and Westem mil
Ioria worth Checking out

* lanjah Fondna At Gallery, an appropiate fes-
fimony 1o the cullural galeway batween arfists of
Eurcpean and Mooooon descont

* Boutique Maijid for an-
Bques, jewallery, embeoidery,
corpets and chests (66 e
des Chrétiens)

* Coin de L'Arls "Berbers”
for kelirms, cesamics elc (53
e des Amohodes).

* Andalous for antques
and crofls
(32 Proce Armea, Kasbah).

* Marrakech La Rouge for
anfigues and crafts (50 rue
Skaghin)

* Parfumerie Madinie for
essential olls and copies of
nfemnational scents

(14 rue Sebou).
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i Let’s face it we all love a linthe harmless
gossip: who 1 doang what, who had a baby.
who broke up with x to be with y. But Gos-
sip Girl, what differentiates you is the ma-
licious mtent with which you spread your
exaggerated sagas. without any concern for
the impact your lies will have on the lives
of those you are “casvally chatting™ about
(or at least that’s what you and your posse
tell yourselves).

i The confidence with which you ¢laim you
know information first hand is astounding.
The way you talk about strangers as if you
know them personally 1s downnght scary.
When will you leam that using gossip as
a social currency to get noticed and move
from one carcle to the next is plain pathetic?
People may take mitial mterest (because.
who docsn't bove a juscy story?) but no one
trusts you because no one is safe with you.

' Standing on the sidelines, you hope and
+ wast for people to fail so you can feel bet-
+ ter about your miserable existence. All this
i Jealousy, envy and negativity you harbous is
¢ slowly eating away at you from the inside.
+ Have you ever caught yous reflection in the
+ misror and poticed the constant frown upon
: your face? That masty frown reflects your
' state of mind.

¢ Why are you the way you are, Gossip Gurl?
i Are there some deep-seated insecunties that
! require you to lash out on others because
: you don’t have the power to face your own
i demons? Is it too scary for you to focus on
¢ your own life, so you shift your focus to the
lives of others? Can't you sce that if you
were happy with your own choices, you
wouldn't feel the need to lash out agamst
others? Do you think you can come out on
top by putting someone else down? Does
that really make you feel good? Or is it that
without gossip, you would have nothing to
say at the next party? Are you really so dim-
witted that you can't think of anything clse
to talk about?

i What ss that you say? Where there is smoke,
! there is fire? Of course there is always an
! opening for you to build on. But Gossip
¢ Girl, you are the firestarter, you with your
¢ batterness and il will. You know just how to
i put that perfect spin on the story to make it

Gossip Girl, doa't forget that karma will
get you because what goes around comes
around. When you try to mess with peoples’
lives, surely one day you will be at the re-
cerving end. What you fail to see is that the
way you dissect and demolish others, there
are people out there dissecting your life as
well and it's not pretty. No onc 15 perfect
and who would know that better than you?

Please understand that while you may be
able to temporanly affect someone with
your accusations, you will only hurt your
own credsbality and make a fool of yourself.
The truth always comes out, Gossip Garl.
We feel sorry for you, because you are look-
mg for happiness in the wrong place and in

the process you remsain miscrable.

There may still be hope for you dependmg
on how low you have fallen. Analyse your
life and who you have become. Find some
positivity in your life, confide in a friend
or better yet a therapist. Get a job: join a
gym: do whatever you must to occupy your
sdie mnd. Do something constructive with
your tume so you can feel productive. Count
your blessings as opposed to whining sbout

|

\

the things you don’t have and stop envymng
other people

For all you emablers who love juicy gos-
s1p. the next time you hear a story you can’t
waat to tell all your friends. take a moment
10 think before you repeat 1. Try to figure
out the authenticity of the mformation and
credibility of the source. Is it possible that
the storyteller has an agenda or a personal
vendenta? Do the facts make senmse? Is nt
even logical? Surcly you have a brain that
can get the basics nght

As for you. Gossip Garl, life is short. so
live your life mstead of living vicamously
through the misfortunes of others and for
God's sake. et live!

| PAVEN
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