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BRIEFING

[HE COST
OF LIFE

Medical negligence has always been rampant in our country and the numbers keep
rising. On a daily basis, several cases of medical malpractice are witnessed, but

not all are reported. Medical neglect has a wide spectrum from faulty techniques.
administering wrong vaccines, expired drugs and errors by overworked professionals
to serious malpractice by incapable, untrained and unqualified doctors.

A few months ago, the tragic case of an otherwise healthy 9 month old baby Nashwa
who passed away after untrained doctors injected her with a lethal dose of wrong
medication, made for one of the worst instances of medical negligence. She suffered
and fought for her life for 16 days, that too in a private, unlicensed hospital in
Karachi. Just as we reeled from the horrific details of this case, emerged the news

of the infamous doctor in Larkana who deliberately used the same syringe for all

his patients, mostly children, subsequently infecting them with HIV, in diabolic
malpractice. He is currently out on bail.

Sadly these cases are nowhere near the last. This month alone, administering wrong
injections claimed another life and caused a teenager to lose an arm in reported cases.
In spite of having a constitutional law criminalising medical malpractice, Pakistan has
not been able to end this menace.

Our country produces stellar doctors but also quacks in disguise. A state that allows
people to pay for qualification with money and clout and disregards merit or the lack
thereof, will eventually pay with the life of its citizens. In addition to this are doctors
who are well-qualified but underpaid and overburdened hence prone to unintentional
negligence.

The need of the hour therefore is a stronger PMDC, a corruption-free educational

and healthcare system that rewards merit, competence and experience as well as
absolute adherence to law, strict application of heavy penalties and thorough, rigorous
evaluation of training of medical professionals.

Curbing this menace is of paramount importance. Lax in healthcare is a medical
emergency, because the cost of negligence is life.
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Riffat Alvi is an eminent name of the 201h century art industry. Her considerablﬁ'. Tep[:t:;ﬁ:ﬁfotrb‘
the fact that she is ever-evolving her art, and in doing so, hqs showcased her ﬁn‘e\s.se i ‘-d” .
international galleries and exhibitions. She has been running the VM Gallery for 35 year:
and has curated countless local

. ; . ; s with earth
and international shows. A senior painter, she works witl
colours and is always looking to support and promote emerging talent.

Q. How did you start your career?
L4 o

I"ve had a connection with India, and
since my father was in the army, we
came back to Pakistan,

I 'went to college in 1974 — 3 very
difficult time to decide the course for
the future, not knowing what to do,
Then my father just told me 1o carry

on and search for a job. He pointed out
that T should look for a job where I was
already teaching. Rabia Zuberi (Founder

Karachi School of Art) supported me

and asked me to Join her as her intern.

After that I got a Job at PACC (Pak
American Cultural Center) where I had

o go to Bonus Road to ta

ke painting
cl

asses. [ worked there for almost 4 or
5 years. After that. | applied in small

industries and 2ot a job. and completed
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intei,iegar program. I used to travel to

the Onr Sindh to see designs. And I was

f0rcig§ :th(_) had to coordinate with
esigners who u

from the U[\T sed to come

0. What i
« il s your Hrc’eﬁmn Hf('hni(‘e’?

M o
loé]rg,eg;:}? is carth pigments. I select
o colours and you will be
% made (Jfknow that all my paints
R o 1(.)_ the same. I don’t use tube
o cgmz;llz/lllcl colours in my work. 1
and Wh.ﬂr(ev y in search of earth colours
country, | ‘ET I go, to any city or any
COIOU[’Q‘ h&'C_e that the earth is full of

s. It gives me great pleasurc and

Sﬂ[isﬁl B
ction to work with earth pigments:

I mix e: i
s d”:]::;h l?lgmcnts with just water.
Oﬂentimes?e any n.lher material.
use my hand use k.mfe and sometimes I
e hrmh; bm paint. I also sometimes
qOUgh-cia; 0[ul the f?el you get from the
felt in erShe; your fingertips can't be
0. T
In ll‘;;i us a little about your shows?
Was he?c‘]]a%m my first solo show which
that, | join (tlhe PACC gallery. After
pa“icipalecd  Goethe Institute and
of my po Im a group show. But one
Was in l91’7“_:1r and memorable shOWS
One, | [001\-3_' which was also my first
ha“’kand'];ﬁm Zohra Aapa (Director of
the ChaWkE Jallery), and it was held at
it Was yor andi Art Gallery. Back then.
ery difficult to exhibit every

ad to participate with local
galleries. Two years

hat somebody was
bition in Lahore and

1 went there 10 participate. I also went
to New York in 1975 to take part in the
Common Ground World project.

year, $0 0n¢ h
groups at local
Jater, 1 found outt
putting up an exhi

(. Do you have any upmm.-'ngshuu-x
that you would like to tell us about?

One of my upcoming solo shows will
be held at the Canvas Gallery, [ will be
exhibiting one in Germany 00 and I'm
getting another show in Scotland.

(. Any word ag/Ar.'rh'r'rc’ vou would like
o give 10 the emerging lot of artists?
for so many

ning galleries
ngsters would

years, my advice to you
be that after passing out,
they will realize that
there are sOme things
that can’t be taught in
colleges pecause they
ainst the nature of

teaching. when they g0
for group exhibitions,
we need 1o encourage

After rut

go ag

exhibitions. If you are able to make
]easl_three paintings, the gallery w?ﬂdl
cgnmder you since other young artists
will _also be taking part in the exhibh't:5
Bgl if one wants a solo exhibition 'lt o
will take at least a year to prepare’:
work out a theme and only then w!illo’
be considered by the gallery. !
In f)rder to have a solo exhibition, an
artist should be able to explain hi;1:=; If
and a little of his artistic backﬂroun‘dﬁ'
!he su_bject taken in the ﬁnalscthc th e
in their paintings, one must k;mw 11:3“13
about it. I would like to encourage‘girl%
to come in this field. If one can’t start :m
4 curator in the beginning, one shouid‘ ‘
nc\{er hesitate to join as a curatorial
HSS.ISlilm. and girls are most welcome

to join me. Working in a gallery is a
successful job for any artist. € N
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