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NI ajor art events took plice in gquick

SULCCSSION recently, beginning with the Seventh
Exhibirion of Yisual Art, arranged by the
[Pakisean stacianal Council of the Arcsin
{slamahad, then the annual exhibition of
paInRInES b the Punjab Artist’s Associaiion
fallowed in Lahore, while in Karachi, Jamil
Wagsh held a solo exhibition of 1is artwiorks
after a gap of tweny “five years,

The exhibition in Islamabad, in which arosts
from all provinees showed their waork, was
pr.,:_-.;lel b a twio day seminar in which topics
|-.._-r[;|i|'|1:|;-; po art in o local context were
Jiscussed, Most interesting was a paper
contnbuted by Tereza Wagner of LI ESCC on
the diverse legal and moral rights of the arwst,
Disunguished ceramicist, D Mabil Darwish
from Egypt, contribured 4 paper, FCivilisation
and Ceramic Are’, but was unhappy w ith the
English rranslation of his paper. Throughaout the
seminar, Dr. Darwish indicated s frustration at
ot being able to address the company directly.
He was happier showing & smaoll collection of his
beautiful work, explaining a uniguc personal
method of glazing to argises and students im his
field.

Inaugurited on April 24, the exhibition hield
many beautiful arcworks in @ vanery of media.
Paintings, prints, sculpeure and ceramics
enstred o visual feast. Mational avwards Were
conferred on Zubeida Agha, Hajra Mansur and
Ahmed Khan, Prizes were awarded o Akram
Dost Raluch, Dabeer Ahmed, Ghulam Mustafa,
\eher Afroz, Rabia Zuben, Subah Husain and
L'nver Shafi.

At the Alhamra Art Gallery, [Lahore, the
exhibition organised by the Areists Ass0Ciation,
Punjab, was inaugurated by the Federal
Secretary, Culture, Sports and Tourism on May
15, Four prizes were avvarded oo YOUNgEr aArtises,
three of them women. The lone male wis
sculptor was Jabbar, a fourth year student from
the National College of Art. M ussarat Mahid
Imam. whose stunning mixed media lithographs
drew attention in the Islamabad display, was
awarded a prize; other winners were Durre
Wasim and painter Tanveer F. Rahman. The

ey hibition of over pwe
Tiundred arg pueces was
followed on May 17 by a
symposim o A
Traditions and
Contemporary Pakistan .
In Karachi, the
exhibition of artworks by
Jamil Nagsh, held at the
Alomart Gallery, was by
imvication enly,
There were no
PRLALH
announcemaents in
MEWS e, Vel

the pallery was

_ Qd
J.||11'|'|:!|."|-11:.l.|! with

people coming and g
roing. Organiscdd
by a few collectors
elose to Fhe artist
who have formaed a
group, Frends of f -
Jamil Magsh, it wis
A FATE OPPOITIRIT
to sce o large hody
of the ardst’s works Over ane
hundred and sixry pieces, produced
i 1995 and 1990, were almost o
mich to absorh mone se Sl
Unfortunately, the exhibition was a
ane evening affair which, the Friends
announced, would be exhibited in
Seprember in Lahore, Islamabad,
then in Delhi, Caleutra, England and
the 11.8.A. During the evening, 4
spontancous burst of applause met
the announcement of the Friends:
plan to establish a Jaml Maggsh
MMuscum to house a permanent
collection of the artist’s work by
1997. Director of the Gallery,
Shammic Ahmed and her daughters
prected the huge crowd with eéquable charm.
This may prove 1o be the most important
development in art of recent times, with far-
reaching effects. lois the private sector which

| T —
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Top: Enthuslastic students at the Fing Arts.
Fastival, Karachl
Contie: Alab Zatfor makes a quick charcoal
shatch

Bottam: Mahbubul Amin's work al Kunj
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Clockwise from top:

‘Melody” by Mansur Aye;
Ceramics by Dr. Nabil Darwizh;
‘Running Horse' by Jamal Ahmed;
Unwer Shafi's artwork
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hli:ln_mc.muulu_ -
effeerive In pn.sn;,l'."lrn::-u ol

the country’s heriage and
Eileure. A concermed eiort
by the rich and powerful,
werinusly motivated aned
organised. conld lezad toa
lng dreamed ol Maronal
wrr Ciallery, for Karachi.

=
'—_l hene 154 jovil

exubérance prevalent ar the
funceions of Karachi’s Fine
Arts Society. A spint which
CACON Easses Y aUnE and old
alike. Whenever the
associafion’s members get
topether, there is an
infections cheeriness in the
air. It's always o birthday
with coloured
balloons, cakes,
H 4! -;_"-.l.'|'|'.'||:|::_'_l_' |||.

souvenins and

The associaton’s latest Are Caala
was no excepoon. One entercd the
mares of the Kamchs Ans o wastineil
and was immediarciy drawn in
There was music, huscle ancd
busele, and people of all ages
taking part. Stalls displaved books
.||'|l;j Wrs |1'|.:,|;-q_'r1:t|~: 5 I'Iill.' "'h'::'.[f'."f'-.";l
over the Art Council grounds,
artists gave public painong
demonsiranons. Charceal sketches
were done on che spot, while Targ
Javaid explained the incricacies of
potrery and ceramics ro interested
srieclenes,

Tarig suffercd o rremendots
disappointment recently when the
collection of work he had carned
to the ML, for display was swept
avway with the enore display area,
in @ freak gale. Puroing che loss of
months of work behind lim,
ariqp, in great form, was already
phinming furare work, ideas = as he
saidd - popping into his head,

The dssociation members are
disarming in their approach, each
encoursging the ather. Seemi
Piracha was proudly showing off
her student’s work: Aftab Zaffer,

Chairman of the Soct ey, spoke of
""*-l.l'«u:l it Azmatullah’s recent prize for flower
Afangement at an 1]1[;.”-'_:”1,::,“;,;! VeI q'II?II:'II-J-!l,
wihile Nusrar lauded the ":'rj.',:ﬂ'li"*-ll'l_‘,: COMmmitiee

gifts, and smiling Faces everyw here,

for their hird Wit

and eoopermtion

Everybody praiseg |
Afrab Xaffer.
Wandering throygh
thie gflrllrlilh. e
came geross Aftah,

slecves rolle

working On 2 chirceg)
|111|tr:iit1 Hamicka
Sajjad, oblivious of g
lookers, worked on 5
painting of a dancing
figure: and
throughour were
exhibired the work,
paintings and
arcracrive prints by
members of the
association and ar
students. The cvent
was arranged o
cneaures Young
students and amists,
who certainly appeared o be havinga pood
sime. Overall, there was a refreshing ambiance

ol --wu_,'u.||r

Back o his w il dream pirl, Mlansur I"""-
s moved away fromy che Chften Beach SCrics
to concinue s scarch for an ideal. A review of
lasr vear's exhibition held i I rance says:

Yo His painrings depict magic sensaiians —
the Tull moon, melodies, beauriful faces of
wirnmen, her b, b |I!.'I|-I--i'I'IL'. her hair
rorment him until he gives them form which is
hirs Wiy ol s Cl Ine [ife”

The artists from-Dhaka who recently
showed ther work at the kuny Gallery, spens
an encrgetic few davs in Karachi, sasiting an
sallenes, art schools, shops and markers,
Aminul Islam, the sentor member of the
rroup, wasan achive member of local arg
activities in the '60s, winning third prize in the
Manonal Art Exhibioon held in Lahore in 657
He was delighted 1o meet his old friends.

Professor Moasuda M. Rashid Chowdhore,
|l.':.'l':.|ill;'I thi Eroap, 15 well known i
Bangladesh as a culoural activise A
warercolounst and printmaker who has written
six books on ary, she 15 currently involved in
the development of the traditional ares and
cralts of Bangladesh.

Youngest of the group, Jamal Ahmed, isan
artist worth atention, He has spent several
: "':"Ir_\.‘ E"':"“I'f'-i”:-'. AT T _['-H‘ﬂ'lll and Poland, and has
exhibited his work in America during a L"‘-”'“’
of residency. We will see more of Jarmal's work
when he retums o kounj Gallery, Karachi, ford
solo exhibition in early '97. &
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