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ART REVIEWS

- GHULAM MUSTAFA
AT ART KAAM GALLERY

MAR]JORIE HUSAIN

ecently the Art Kaam Gallery held an extensive

exhibition of the paintings of the distinguished

artist of the Punjab School of Landscape painting
Ghulam Mustafa. The artist who is known in Pakistan and
abroad for his beautiful views of mountains, valleys, and
landscapes of the country, and the environs of his favourite
city, Lahore. Mustafa portrays a world where nature’s mar-
velous handiwork still dominates the scene, buthe finds
much of interest in his first love, the city of Lahore.
As a student of National College of Art, Mustafa was a
class fellow of Igbal Hussain and Bashir Ahmed, all of
whom were students of Khalid Igbal and Colin David.
Together they would travel outside Lahore to paint en-
plein air. Even in those days, Mustafa would very much
enjoy painting the streets from the balcony of Igbal
Hussain’s house in the old city, and he would often set up
his easel on the pavements of the city and paint the busy
streets around him.
A nostalgic element was discovered in his latest exhibi-
tion in Karachi, where Mustafa had painted the old, horse
drawn carriages that were popular on the streets. Now
few are seen and Mustafa portrayed the old carriages of |
yester-years, with the horse peacefully chewing the grass,
a yellow sky above and not a soul in sight.
Ghulam Mustafa is a dedicated man of the arts, a national
award winning painter who was presented with the cov-
eted President’s Pride of performance award in 2002. For
numerous fruitful years he was the Executive Director of - - > TR
the Punjab Council of the Arts; and is the very active Gen- BE*.%all RED FLOWERS '
eral Secretary of the Punjab Artists’ Association. Whatever
his duties, Mustafa has continued to focus on his art.
One recalls a time when that great lady, Anna Molka
Ahmed, was retired and she was the first teacher to take
her students outdoors to paint. Aware of her problems,
Mustafa would pick her up to join him in painting the
countryside. They related that during their travels, they
came across a most interesting looking settlement, and
set up their easels to paint it. Suddenly they saw a group
of men from the enclosure galloping towards them.
Apparem.ly they were armed bandits, and they questioned
the artists as to their motifs. Mustafa answered calmly
and praised the settlement that the bandits had built. The
mood changed and the tough looking men were pleased
with the admiration the artists showed. They galloped
off after giving permission for the artist to continue
their work; but both Mustafa and Anna Molka hurriedly
packed their paints and easels, and when the men were
out of sight, they hurriedly drove off — never to return.
After that the two stopped being adventurous, and Anna
Molka painted in her garden. Ghulam Mustafa is an
extremely popular man with numerous friends in the art
world. His paintings are delightful and the Art Kaam Gal-
lery glowed with sunlight during the event. &
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