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BRIEFING

NO MORE
n the DARK

Power supply shortage has consistently been a problem for the residents of Ka-
rachi. Back when the nationalized Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC)
was in control of power distribution to the city, load-shedding and unscheduled
power outages were a routine occurrence. On top of that, the pervasive corruption
prevalent in the establishment, the negligent attitude of the officers, mismanage-
ment of resources and the blatant disregard for the sufferings of the citizens added
to the woes of the people as well as causing interruptions and delays in otherwise
smoothly running businesses.

The privatization of the firm under the Abraaj Group in 2009, which came with
a complete overhaul of internal operations as well as a rebranding campaign
including a new logo and name, was met with uncertain caution. The promise of
transformation brought hope to some while many remained sceptical of any real
change. However, with some initial roadblocks, losses and stumbles, K-Electric
has managed to improve its overall performance and productivity.

As of summers 2019, despite liabilities owed to the firm in billions and payment
dues to be paid to the government, a marked improvement in K-Electric’s per-
formance can be seen. More than half the city has been exempted from load-
shedding, the hours of power outages have largely minimized and electricity thefts
have been curtailed. But perhaps K-Electric’s biggest achievements are its excel-
lent customer facilitation policies and technological upgrades. The firm’s presence
on social media platforms allows for greater customer access, their helpline and
SMS service ensure access to complaint registration and real time updates of con-
cerned area breakdowns and their customer care centres that are equipped to cater
to the citizens needs regardless of location have greatly improved service quality.
E-billing service is also a huge convenience for the Karachiites.

With all these advancements, it seems that K-Electric is well on its way to
operational success. Presently, its business model is working so well despite the
country’s shortage-ridden energy sector that private Chinese firm Shanghai Elec-
tric Power is doggedly keen on acquiring 66.4% of the company’s stakes. Whether
this acquisition will resolve all our power supply problems remains to be seen,
K-Electric has certainly raised its game and provided citizens with much needed
relief. We have bitterly criticised KE in the past — it is time we gave it kudos and
encouragement.




ART REVIEWS

IN FOCUS: ART TV

akistan does not lack lovers

of visual arts or the artistic

genius that caters to them.

In every era, the culture

has produced, encouraged
and nurtured some of the most creative
minds and given the world the gift of
meaningful, aesthetic beauty, Some
say that the most prolific of times are
the eras of the stalwarts Sadequain,
Abdur Rahman Chughtai, Ismail
Gulgee, Abdul Hayee, Jamil Nagsh and
contemporaries, while many believe
that the modern day art of young, rising
talented minds has just as much appeal.
Conclusively, it is safe to say that art
has been a constant; an inseparable part
of our culture and identity and there is
no dearth of artistic creativity in our
land. What it has not found is sufficient
global exposure to give it the credit it
deserves,

To bring the vibrancy of the Paki-

stani art scene and culture to the fore,
renowned artist and TV director, Faran
Qureshi launched his brainchild Art TV
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Pakistan; a website that Serves as an art

akistan’s first online
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personality of the artist producing the
painting. At Art TV, one can find the
biggest artists, galleries and shows 11
Pakistan and experience it all first-hand
with their high quality original content.

Striving to highlight stories that move
the Pakistani art community, Art TV
aims to show the world that despite iV-
Ing under shadows of social, techn0-
logical, religious and security UPheaval'
Pakistan is a hot bed of creative though"
and its expression — a side rarely fea-
tured by traditional media outlets:

Founder Faran Qureshi, himself an
artist who has exhibited in Pakistan
and around the world, always wanté

10 start a channel that promoted art 11
Pakistan, He says, “It has always ot
my dream to start a channel dedicat®
Singularly to the promotion of art if
Pakistan and social media seemed hkee
the best medium to convey our et
to the world, With this kind of global
Outreach, foreign art enthusiasts v =
around the world have reached g sa[Y
Ing Art TV keeps them updated gboli_
the art scene in Pakistan. My Vision

for Art TV Pakistan to one day be °”
satellite.




ATRUCK ART WORKSHOP - ORGANISED BY ART TV

Documented on ART TV are some of the
biggest names of Pakistani art industry.
Started in March 2017, Art TV has more
than 400 HD Quality, original art video
content on their website. “Our team works
tirelessly, round the clock, prgducmg ‘
content almost on a daily basis. As you W}II
see on our platform, we document all senior
artists in detail and young talent as well.
We documented Anwer Masgsood, not as

a media person but an artist, and for 'the
first time in his life he spoke about his art
career from scratch. Marjorie Hussain -Who
has written on art her entire life, chrqmcled
her own life journey which is e)fu?lus:'velj(/i
available on our website. Art C}'ltlc_Puza a
Salman has been documented in this way |
for the first time too. Saced Akhtar, Shakee

Siddiqui, Riffat Alvi, Naheed Raza, Wahab
Jafer, Rabia Zuberi, Hajra Mansoor, Man-
soor Rahi, Quddus Mirza, Zohra Hussain,
Feica, Farrukh Shahab, Jabbar Gull, Amin
Gulgee etc all have been chronicled the
same way. We were official media partners
with the first Karachi Biennale and you can
find video documentation about the event
only on our platform. We also feature an art
discussion show Heart To Art where we in-
vite artists to explain the thought and ideas
behind their work. The show is hosted by
Danish Ahmed who is also a senior painter
and art educator.”

The platform gives expression to artists and
has met with a lot of positivity and success.
“The community of artists is very happy

with Art TV Pakistan. Since the art scene
in Pakistan is flourishing and the younger
generation is coming to own it, we are col-
laborating with many local and internation-
al organizations to highlight and promote
Pakistani art and are focused on producing
workshops, talk shows, art competition
shows, documentaries and much more for
the coming future.”

Art TV Pakistan is the perfect ode to the art
industry which has come to fruition after
much struggle and is the product of Faran
Qureshi and his team’s lifelong career
learnings. Art TV Pakistan’s content can be
found on its Facebook, Instagram, Youtube
and Vimeo channels, and predominantly on
its website www.arttvpakistan.tv. ¢

SAEED AKHTAR
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