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BRIEFING

IS PAKISTAN READY FOR
THE CORONA OUTBREAK?

2020 has brought a major challenge in the form of COVID-19, more commonly
referred to as the coronavirus, which has sent shockwaves to economies all around
the world. The mysterious virus that originated from Wuhan, China has now
spread in more than 90 countries affecting more than 110,000 people globally. The
mortality rate that was first being quoted as 2% has now gone up to 3.4% as per the
World Health Organization (WHO.,)

With more than 3100 people dead in China, and over 194 in Iran, Italy has also
emerged as one of the most affected countries with 366 people dying in a matter

of days. Pakistan so far has had 7 confirmed cases of the corona virus as per the
defacto health minister, Dr. Zafar Mirza, it was also shared that most of the affected
cases have a travel history of Iran. Situated between the epicenter of the virus,
China, and the severely affected Iran, Pakistan runs a grave risk of being attacked
with the virus. And while China has been dealing with the virus exceptionally well,
the Islamic republic is battling one of the world’s deadlicst outbreaks of the disease
with incompetent resources to fight the virus. All educational institutes have been
shut down throughout the country to minimize the risk of spreading the virus,
effective screening mechanism has been adopted at all points of entry and personal
protection equipment kits have been given to the health staff.

The government unveiled its National Action Plan amidst the corona outbreak

in the country which involves full coordination of the provinces to deal with the
cases testing positive for the virus and increased manpower at major hospitals
dedicated to fighting the virus. All entry points to the country have also been under
surveillance that is more stringent so that people arriving from affected countries
can be thoroughly quarantined for further tests. Pakistan has also closed its borders
with Afghanistan and Iran, however the trade activities between Iran and Pakist
have been resumed after 14 days of being halted at the Taftan border where
quarantine centers have been established to screen the pilgrims coming from Iran.
The country is facing a health emergency amidst fears of the virus spreading,

The masks to protect others from this virus have gone short or are being sold for
higher prices, sanitizing items are now being sold at almost triple the prices ag

the government imposed a ban on import of these items. Authorities have issued
precautionary guidelines cautioning people to avoid meeting people returning fropm,
coronavirus-affected countries, washing hands frequently and wearing mask§ to
avoid being infected.
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EMEMBERING THE FEMALE PIONEER ARTIST

SHAHZADA

ART TV PAKISTAN

s AR gL
ok ‘-' LAILA SHAHZADA WITH SHAHID SAJJAD i
ila Shahzada was a renowned intern_ationa] artist, originally from
-~ " She obtained her education in art from the Ro
Pak'l Sta?ﬁ London. From 1958 to 1960, Shahzada took t
o training from the famed artist, Ahmed Saeed N
rec?wg in Pakistan and exhibited her first solc_) work
amve.'ll‘n Karachi, her work primarily focussing on
C?QI}U _mn Her art was mainly in abstract and 01}
lells atiowe.:nt on to hold more exhibitions in Paki
ek ]'E‘z::'s that included England, France, Japan
soue the first female artist of Pakistan to rec
becatgerk award in USA. In 1984, the Govern
Is\llfgiz;da with ‘Tamgha-E-Imtiaz’ awat_*,d and
Award, ‘Tamgha-E-Husn-E-Karkardagi’.

yal Drawing

he opportunity to
agi. She later

in 1960 at the Arts
the Indus

paint, her medium,
stan, as well as ip

and the USA. Shahzada
eive ‘Key of the City’ of
ment of Pakistan conferred
in 1995, the Presidentia]

i bad, Pakistan in Jy]
il ada passed away in Islamabad, kista
;alli;ls tS;:lagz‘;t isSued a postage stamp on Pakistan’s Indep
a £}
2006, in Shahzada’s honour.

Y 20, 1994. The
endence Day in

Courtesy: https://arttupakistan.tv/ the~pr'ide-of-pakl'stan-laila
our . *
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THE 100TH EXHIBITION AT
GALLERY 6 |y ISLAMABAD

GALLERY 6, Islamabad, will celebrate its 12th
anniversary wi

. 20) \
th “The 100th Exhibition' on Ma& ch
2020. The gallery wi] exhibit 50 I'enownec! = IS.
€Merging Painters, sculptors and print demg“le ased

Oreover, Gq lery 6 holds art retreats annué_ll ¥ ublic
on the theme “Art for Climate Change’, to -ralsesp
aAWarenegg through art o climate change issue®

Courtesy * hitps /) arttvpakistan.iv




“SAHAR MANSOOR

THE NEW. INVENTIVE PURIST

et with the young artist at the Koel Art Gallery in Karachi, Sahar

SHE Magazine m
L Mansoor, who is also founder of ‘Paiman’ that sells herbal products

Sahar said: “The concept of my artwork is revival o
: in Foday’s conter-npora‘ry setting. I use a variety of?iégfﬁfzﬁihtzz?mﬁal epoch
‘ paints, pen and ink, digital, etcetera. Each of my work has a differ tcry el
example, some of the frameworks in my miniature artwork are caf\? dconcept. e
antique windows. I also write poems based on the same theme — it » L. ?mula.te
to revive traditionalism of times gone by. Also, my mother, Sana st o
co-founder and my greatest asset — we are a team!” ’ At e
Sana Mansoor, it was easy to und o
cuses a lot on details. M)B: two sosgsztl?: i]g:)a;- -
rking together. Previously, I ran a business o

selling handicraft items. However, 1 was unable to pursue this passion aft
marriage, 50 I encouraged my daughter to continue what came naturall terﬁn -
artistry. I then wound up my business to work alongside my daughter I}’do her —
the invites: dried coconut bowls containing dry fruit, speds. and dI‘ied.roS ;es@??id
and giveaways 1o guests were bottles containing Paiman’s hand-pressed onfi "

Speaking to the artist’s mother,
daughter is a perfectionist and fo
helping , SO My entire family is WO

SAHAR MANSOOR (RIGHT) WITH
MOTHER SANA MANSOOR

PEN AND INK DRAWING WITH FRAMED WINDOWS
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