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Alarm Bells!
At 4 reeent meeting of the | .adhes [forumon

y T .
e
Karachl @ MESyUEe WS read out from the 17

| 1ch, - assurances about
\inister in which, among other assu

iohts, he said that his povern-

giving women cheir duc t _ Lo Sy
: {Hlll{ll],!.!, q consutunona

ent was in the process ot intr

amendment for the restorauon Ol .
the Nauonal and Provincial assemblics. |
ats in the local bodies w

seats for women In
Furthermaore

: SC ould
he stated that womens S

i . L’ "ll H

be doubled in number, and that women councillor
- w L L] WA i L L L]
clected on this basis would form the electoral college

» . ) | -
to elect women to the Nagonal and Provincial

Assemblies. RS
‘I'his step is a “clear wialation of the recommendaiion

made by the Report of the Gommission of linquiry for

Women. in contravention of all democralic noru and all the

hasic principles of recom mendations developed over the ;‘"’” &)
that elections 10 the womens reserved Seals must be 1) direc,
2) constituency based and 3) by a yoinl slectorate. It has been
further recommended that the proporiion o) 1 eserved seals
across all ters of representative bodses be 33% 10 be mean-
ingful and that this provision also be extended 10 the
Senate:” Extract from the press release issued by
representatives of Aurat Foundanon, | luman Rights of
Pukistan, WAL, Shirkatgah, “Tehrik-c-Niswan, Idara-c-
Amno Insaf. Action Commiteee for Human Rights and
the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and
Research.

SHIE Magazine heartly endorses this resolution and
calls upon the Womens wing of the Pakistan Mushm
|.cague and all concerned partes to prevail upon the
Prime Minister to forego this retrogressive and unde-
mocratic method of votng for the womens’ reserved
scats, and furthermore calls upon the Prime Minister
to implement the recommendations of the Report of
the Commuission of lEnquiry for Women at the earliest
possible date.

It is profoundly regrectable thar the Census of
| lousing and Population scheduled to be held from
the 18 October through to the 315t October 97 has
been postponed to March 1998, Froughe with the
cffeces of a significant change in the power structure of
the urban-rural divide, the government has decided to
dodge the issue. More's the pity — beeause vet
another promise by the Nawaz Sharif government
awaies fulfilment, =
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