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BRIEFING

NEW YEAR GLOOM

R arely has a new year begun with so lictle
cheer and so much apprehension for the future of
democracy, liberalism, the rights of women and
minorities. Enough has been written and said of the
series of unending crises that we have been faced
with over the past few months, and the despair this
has caused among all stratas of sociery. But nothing
vexes as strong as the fears we now experience over
the choice of a misogynist, know for his anti-minority
stance too, as the new President. These fears are fur-
ther compounded by the imminence of a package of
constitutional reforms, which pose an ominous threat
to our existing, rather pleasant, lifestyle of moderate
Islam. Why the people have not been taken into
confidence on the substance of this proposed pack-
age 15 in itself mind blowing and a further cause for
alarm bells to be clanging loud and clear. As if coping
with rapidly rising inflation and increasing incidences
of dacoity and theft were not problems enough to
plague us ordinary people, we now have the added
blight of growing secrarian strife and murder to con-
tend with. The horror and shame of the incident last
week where innocent men, women and children
were gunned down in a graveyard in Lahore, has
stunned the nation into a state of shocked disbelief.

Far-fetched it may not entirely be, but perhaps
we can take some solace from the face that

“Whom God wishes to destroy, he first makes
mad"— Kuropides

Which is a cheerful, if slightly sordid way, of
looking at the fate in store for the current crop of
leaders in our country.

On which bright prospect, our very best wishes
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
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RHI‘E]‘_{ has a new year begun with so little
cheer and so much apprehension for the future of

democracy, liberalism, the rights of women and
minorities. Enough has been written and said of the
series of unending crises that we have been fa‘ced_
with over the past few months, and the despair Iihls
has caused among all stratas of society: But nothing
vexes as strong as the fears we now cxpcrie:ncc‘m’ﬂ.r
the choice of a misogynist, know for his anti-mINority
stance too, as the new President. ‘T hese fears are fur-
ther compounded by the imminence of a package of
constitutional reforms, which pose an ominous threat
to our existing, rather pleasant, lifestyle of moderate
Islam. Why the people have not been taken into
confidence on the substance of this proposed pack-
age is in itself mind blowing and a further cause for
alarm bells to be clanging loud and clear. As if coping
with rapidly rising inflation and increasing incidences
of dacoity and theft were not problems enough to
plague us ordinary people, we now have the added
blight of growing sectarian strife and murder to con-
tend with. The horror and shame of the incident last
week where innocent men, women and children
were gunned down in a graveyard in Lahore, has
stunned the nation into a state of shocked disbelief.

Far-fetched it may not entirely be, but perhaps
we can take some solace from the fact that
“Whom God wishes to destroy, he first makes

mad”— Europides

Which is a cheerful, if slightly sordid way, of
looking at the fate in store for the current crop of

leaders in our country.

On which bright prospect, our very best wishes
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
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Features

25 OPINION Zohra Yusuf comments on lack of govern-
ment invelvement on crucial issues of concern
79 AMEENA SAIYID: SHE'S WOMAN OF THE
YEAR An interview with the woman who has created a
landmark in the publishing industry
82 SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS A regional con-
ference on trafficking of women and children addresses
Issues of concern
85 A FORCE TO RECKON WITH Activist Dr.
Mohini Giri talks about steps being taken for the uplift-
ment of women in India
123 A LIFE IN HELL The trauma of children who sur-
- G : - . vive in troubled homes
1 ‘ﬁa—'-ﬁ- b['r_IE < : : 127 IT'S ALL IN THE STARS Predictions for 1998
Fashions
858 VELVET NIGHTS Sumptuously embellished velvet
outtits
95 LUXURIOUS JAMAVAR Flowing, rich famavars
101 ALL THAT GLIT-
TER Dress up for the
EVening
107 CAPTIVATING
THE MOMENT
Dazzling evening wear

113 EVENING SPE-
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= teriors [ s o & TRl 120 CATCH THAT
R e AT COTTON! Western wear

for men and women
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;ontents

63 CINEMA Lollywood's Newsmakers

64 MOVIES An update on the latest movies, plus, news
on what's coming up on video

67 MUSIC Year roundup

69 SPOTLIGHT Nadya Mistri and Kamila Shamsie
f2TV TALK

75 BOLLYWOOD BUZZ The latest gup from across
the border

76 SATTELITE SIGHTINGS The best shows on the

dish and the latest satellite personalities

Newsmonth

34 Updates on new shops, exhibitions, seminars,
economy, plus more!

Beauty & Heaith

139 BEAUTY NOTEBOOK
140 EVE IN SPRING Shamain creates a new
lock for the Spring Bride and for evening make-up
144 STYLE FILE Back to School
147 HEALTH UPDATE
148 10 THINGS YOU SHOULD NEVER SAY TO
YOUR CHILD The latest on parenting
149 12 FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT
FASTING Dr. Eehrouz advises
150 WAYS TO CUT FAT All you need to

inow about keeping slim
RITIE

Food & Lifestyle

32 WHAT’S IN STORE Eid Gifts

133 FOOD REVIEWS Appetising tidbits
134 A TANG OF ORANGE Citrus recipes
137 MEXICAN MELANGE The Taco
Maker enthralls Karachiites with its Mexican
delights

154 TRAVEL: AN EASTERN GETAWAY
Take a tour to Jordan for the Eid holidays

157 DES'EH DIHEGTGH‘I’ NEW il'.fEE‘l,:-; f:;rr
the house

158 ARCHITECTS IN THEIR ELE-
MENT Venturing into the houses of three archi.
tects

161 ENLIVENING INTERIORS

Accessories to bring colour to your home
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19 Briefing 20 Letters

21 Issues 22 Dispatches
28 Happenings 163 Short
Story 168 SHE Directory
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fa groap exhibicion of miniatre
aineinzs 2t the Chawkandi Arean exhibition

u.{'p:lil'l-[ii".l-'iﬁ by Mashkoor Raza ar the Momare
frallesy, Igbal Dhrmani®s work: at the Clifton

Arr Crallery, Mlagaood Al sha
calleconn ot Mujmua... "T'h

the art events that preceded the
Ramzin,

Arthe Ares Council, paintings from
Karachi, dispatched for a country wide
guhibition in Lalore COmmemaratng the
solden jubiles, were shown by the Karachi
;].Tim: Arms Associarion (K FAAY who collecred
the Karachi contributions. In their customary
avle, the KEAA began by |;|r|_=;:,|-_-|-|1inl|_|l pold
bardered crystal bowls to veteran artises Sandar

anth af

a0y members tend to

e of art, COnLrasing wich

s Mahid Baza, QOudsia
Misar, Wahah Bashir Mirza and ¢ lpee.
Superbly painted pieces by i, Abdul Hai
arvd Al Imam ensured an unuswal mix of
aesthetic Vicwpaints.

Matasha Shord exhibited'a collection of
abatmer works ae her studio, while arguably
the mose striking event of the month was
'T'JJ':-I:_I:I'l.'r_'I'i'h merger of paint and
photsgraphy exhibited at the Indus Gallery.

Using the theme Chond Aur Chakor as the

of his paintings, Mags
addresscd the hopeless longing
FOMAnGC inspiration using the
bird who loved the moon as o poing of
departure, For three decades, the artist has
explored the rich culture and lepends of
atndh, metamorphosing his research into

and MNagi. The
fallow 2 realistic s

non membe

fuclled by

paented images. A
signatune image is the
Suare” symbolizing the
parchwork and
cmbroacery thar is
Snonymos wich the
region. Using a
disciplined palecte and
diverse variations of the
Sjuare as an element of
desiam, Maggsood has
produced his best

collection in recent times.
Mashkoor Raza’s paintings were
less colourful than of late,
Seemingly influenced by Jamil
ih, the artist juxtaposes women
OF uses the subtly tinced

5 WIS apparent in
1% but mured. In pla
Ly
ised primary
colour,
"I.1ZI.-.|'|F-;|_||||:'
EXperiments
with the
plienomenan of
olack and white
and the myriad
shades in
betwean,
Ar the
il
Crllery, o large
painang
covered an
entire wall
Textured, earth
‘L'ﬂlﬁ'l.lﬁ."l.l ones
cncompassed a
seated figurcd
draped with birds, and |1-::-|-:_|in!_-1-a
flower. Dividing the canvas into
segments and changing the
prgments, lines ran vertical and
horizontal. Iqbal Dyrrani's a
painter
svith
potenil
LR
ith[;l.ppcd_
His pigeon formula is
highly successful and
his popularity in the
mirket resules in the

continuacion of a theme

that seldom varies. At

the Indus Gallery, Tapu
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Clockwise from tep: A painting by
Igbal Diurrani;
Miniature by Talha Rathore (right) &
A painting by Mashkoor Raza [lett);
Minlature by Sumaira Tazesn;
A painting by Magsood All

MARJORIE HUsAIN
SHE JANUARY
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‘cur and mpered with chemicals,
¥ ._: . lhtéﬂ'irgﬂ nte a rimarily interested in pr.ifp
" many portraits are inducted. Contemporary instyleand
= .ppm#h.&mmis:‘:- subjects are classic. Themes inspired by
.\ Greek art icons and classic sculpture, the strugsle for virtue in
"4 flawed world and the importance of mystic beliefs in the

=

corpareal world:

| D}.nﬂmic colouration blending the geometric ethos of

' Islamic Art with the freedom of Modern Expressionism,

' merges two diverse cultures. The expression of an artist
synthesizing experiences of a life lived in contrasting cultural
surroundings. Expenimenting with form, technique, colour

_ and texture, Natasha Shoro's work

appears as lyrical and fluid as

water. Swathes of rich colour
sweep the artist’s surfaces, her
eastern roots emerging in areas of

Abstract acrylic on canvas |

i, Suma
of NCA confirming
*from the college in rec
Ahmed, an innovatuve

Natasha Shoro — Riding the Waves |

3

the miniaturc P

ainters shown at Chawkang;
‘Several OLER= 0 L o orevious displays. Fasiullah
et whl,iﬁl?lpt;“’“ Qureshi, Talha Rathore,
?:Tﬂlﬂllﬂﬂ and Amina Al are all graduayg,
he resurgence of the classic art l.‘!Tflcrgin
ent omes. Encouraged ’f'!r" Bashir
miniaturist in his own right, the art of

red the 20ch century.

in 1993 and sold 45 out of 50 paintings in a threc-day display,

Since then her work has been sccn m several group 4
akistan including the 7th Visual Art Dlﬁi‘llﬂ‘: n
asha's recent solo t:?{hihiti-r.‘rrrt, a diSP]H‘?' of
approximartely fifty pieces, was diSFlﬂ:a'l?d at her KDA Srudio,
2 collection that included abstract acrylic works, bold colour
field worked on canvas. Skillfully shaded and u_::-cturc::i. ‘
dramartically contrasting colours were stunning in rhm‘r visual
impact. Other paintings, mulo-layered, are worked with

mixed media, collages that combine, acrylic, oil pastels,

coloured pencils and graphite.

Zchoing the form and shades of folk
art designs, there are borders which
consist of traditional moufs inter-
relating one to another. The artist’s
work is enhanced by patterns which
contain the abstract shapes. They

vary in density from heavily apphied
U].']':HELH..' Lo '[I'i'l.l'li‘-'r]_'l',"l..' Nt I'-:ﬂ]l:!ll!' "u".ll"l1'|LJ“|. .

displays in P
Islamabad in "96. Nat

patterned borders of ethnic
design.
Matasha took a B.F.A. in
Graphic Design with an emphasis
- on drawing, painting and ceramics, from the lowa Stare
A ) University, USA in '91. The experience taught her to be

-::-,“ - motivated and assertive, confident in her own ability. As a
- student she was required to participate in an art event
" encompassing 20
~ universities from which 500 Moenjodaro - Acrylic on paper sl {
-~ pieces were shortlisted. Out I
of these, 150 were h
- exhibited, four works
- receiving ‘Best in Show!”
- awards. Natasha's work was
- amongst the four, She

1
I

,.} . participated in several
- group shows in the States,
% but on her return to

Pakistan, the young artist
was initially unable to
interese a local gallery in an
‘unknown’ painter.
Unfazed, she arranged her
own exhibition at the PACC

Some pieces were etched with a
drypoint, glyphs that simulate the tradinional arr of ethnic _
needlework. i
Spontancous in effect, Natasha's paintings are worked in |8
several stages. Lying the canvas flar she first primes the h:
surface, allowing it to dry before applying paint. Sometumes B
she controls the paint working from the centre of the canvas mE
the sides, at other times the paint is poured onto the wet
canvas creating a thythmic flow. Often colours merge soft i
edged, one into another. '
Natasha spoke of the difficulties young, unknown artists 0
face while struggling to establish their credentials on the local ,
art scene. Rerurning to Pakistan as an award winning Honours r
graduate, whose work had been shown in the States, Natasha
approached local galleries for an exhibition. The response was 2
cool so she arranged her own first solo exhibition at the PACC &
and sold 41".; out ~::-f‘5{] painting in a three-day display. The
recent f::'-:hlhllllljn in her own studio was equally successful |
although E:ﬂ_”ﬁ"ﬂﬁ Arc now eager to show her work, She is
cmorate 50 years of Pakistan. &
iid'fcd‘ 5}“.3 adds, th‘-‘*ﬁlf'ﬂiﬂting she contributed to the 1996
fﬂ?ltl'fttiti&t}.x;r{l]jﬁlriﬁ:r:::t:;iﬂfl in‘lsh’\mab ad was never .
conclusion that the paintingis =

lost’. She smiles and shrugs k
\ s her sh . e r dv
who knows fier worch. g shoulders, a feisry young la ‘:I
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